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STAFF PICKS ‘06
Our favourite books of 2006...

Adam...
Lies of Locke Lamora by Scott Lynch
Scar Night by Alan Campbell
Jennifer Morgue by Charles Stross
Bonehunters by Steven Erikson
Polity Agent by Neal Asher

BSFA A W ARD NOMINEES
Darkland
by Liz Williams
End of the World
Blues
by Jon Courtenay
Grimwood
Icarus
by Roger Levy
The Last Witchfinder
by James Morrow
Nova Swing
by M John Harrison

Stephanie...
New Moon by Stephenie Meyer

PHILIP K DICK A W ARD NOMINEES

Hidden Stars by Madeline Howard
Poison Study by Maria Snyder
Harbingers by F Paul Wilson
Melusine by Sarah Monette

Carnival
by Elizabeth Bear
Catalyst
by Nina Kiriki Hoffman
Idolon by Mark Budz

Mark...
Bonehunters by Steven Erikson
Kushiel's Scion by Jacqueline Carey
Hinterlands by James Clemens
Heart of the Mirage
by Glenda Larke
Spellbinder by Melanie Rawn
David...

Living Next Door to the
God of Love by Justina
Robson
Mindscape
by Andrea Hairston
Recursion
by Tony Ballantyne
Spin Control
by Chris Moriarity

Foundling by D M Cornish
The Darkness That Comes Before by
R Scott Bakker
Fragile Things by Neil Gaiman
The Devil You Know by Mike Carey
The Road by Cormac McCarthy

R OBER T ANTON WILSON
Robert Anton Wilson, born 1932, died January 11, at the age
of 74. He was best known for the Illuminatus novels written wih
Robert Shea.

SCIEN CE FICTION
AND FANTAS Y
CHRISTOPHER ANVIL
THE FEDERATION OF
HUMANITY
Interstellar Patrol #2. Vaughan Roberts
and his two companions had been
trapped on a crime-ridden, chaotic planet
until they bamboozled the population
with a colossal, audacious hoax, which
brought them to the attention of the
Interstellar Patrol, who were looking for a
few good con men, capable of ingenious
improvisation and adept at playing dirty
tricks on the bad guys. The new recruits
acquitted themselves admirably, so they
naturally were given more tough nuts to
crack… including flummoxing an alien
empire which has taken a number of
human prisoners as reconnaissance for an
invasion. This has a personal aspect, since
the prisoners are from the planet which
Roberts tricked into reforming. Pb $18.95
903pp
JENNIFER LYNN BARNES
GOLDEN
When Lissy James moves from
California to Oklahoma, she finds herself
in the middle of a teenage nightmare - a
social scene to rival a Hollywood movie.
And if understanding the hierarchy of the
Goldens vs the Nons isn’t hard enough,
Lissy’s ever growing aura vision is getting
harder and harder to hide and if she’s not
careful, she’s going to become a Non faster
than you can say ‘freak’. Pb $17.95 247pp
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L FRANK BAUM
THE ENCHANTED ISLAND
OF YEW
From the fairies, some learned wonderful
secrets and became magicians and
sorcerers, with powers so great that the
entire island was reputed to be one of
enchantments. Who these men were, the
common people did not always know; for
while some were kings and rulers, others
lived quietly hidden away in forests or
mountains and seldom or never showed
themselves. Tp $32.95 137pp
DEREK BENZ & J S LEWIS
THE REVENGE OF THE
SHADOW KING
Grey Griffin #1. Max Sumner and his three
best friends, Harley, Ernie, and Natalia who form the secret club, The Grey Griffins
- seem to be the only people in their very
normal Minnesota town to notice that
strange things have started to happen.
When creatures like goblins, fairies and
unicorns, all characters from a card game
the Grey Griffins play, begin to make
appearances in Max’s backyard, Max and
his friends know something is terribly
wrong. And it’s up to them to stop the
wicked creatures of the cards from
destroying their town - indeed, their
world. Hb $21.00 373pp
TOBY BISHOP
AIRS BENEATH THE MOON
Horsemistress Saga #1. In the Duchy
of Oc, the most precious of creatures are
the winged horses blessed by the goddess
Kalla. When one is born, it is immediately
taken to the Academy of the Air to be
trained and watched over. But when a
spirited peasant girl bonds with a winged
horse of her own, the Academy gets more
than it bargained for. Pb $16.95 326pp
LUCY M BOSTON
THE CHILDREN OF GREEN
KNOWE
Green
Knowe
#1.
Tolly’s
great
grandmother isn’t a witch, but both she
and her old house, Green Knowe, are full
of a very special kind of magic. There are
other children in the house, children who
were happy there centuries before.
Running around Green Knowe’s moat,
gardens and mysterious rooms, Tolly
slowly discovers them, their toys and
animals and their wonderful stories... Pb
$14.95 123pp
BEN BOVA
THE SAM GUNN OMNIBUS
A hero without peer or scruples, Sam
Gunn has a nose for trouble, money and
women, though not necessarily in that
order. Whether he’s suing the Pope,
helping twin sisters entangled in the
virtual sex trade, or on trial for his life on
charges of interplanetary genocide, you
can be sure of one thing - this is one space
jockey who’ll meet every challenge with a
smile on his lips, an ace up his sleeve and
a weapon in his pocket. Hb $59.95 624pp
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NANCY BUTCHER
MIRROR MIRROR
When Queen
Veda sets up the
Queen’s Academy
for Girls, the pretty
students
happily
accept a wonder
beauty pill, but
Princess Ana is
suspicious and, as a
sinister
illness
sweeps the school,
she must confront
the truth to save her friends. Echoes of the
classic fairy tale Snow White are entwined
with contemporary notions of beauty and
acceptance. Pb $15.00 205pp
OCTAVIA E BUTLER
FLEDGLING
A newly expanded edition of
the author’s only collection of short
stories. Tp $29.95 310pp
PATRICK CARMAN
THE TENTH CITY
The Land of Elyon #3. The land of
Elyon has begun to fail, poisoned by the
evil that creeps across the Dark Hills and
into Bridewell. Alexa must find a way to
overcome the Lonely Sea, rescue Yipes
from the clutches of Victor Grindall and
unlock the mystery of the Tenth City. But
can she find the answers she needs in
time to save Elyon? Hb $20.00 186pp
JONATHAN CARROLL
GLASS SOUP
The realm of the dead is built from
the dreams and nightmares of the living.
Octopuses drive buses. God is a polar
bear and a crowded highway literally
leads to hell. Once before, Vincent Ettrich
and his lover, Isabelle Neukor, crossed
over from life to death and back again.
Now Isabelle bears a very special child,
who may someday restore the everchanging mosaic that is reality. Unless the
agents of Chaos can lure her back to the
land of the dead and trap her there
forever. Tp $29.95 317pp
GILES CARWYN
& TODD FAHNESTOCK
MISTRESS OF WINTER
Heartbroken when her beloved
Brophy awakens from a curse, only to
abandon her in favour of Arefaine
Morgeon’s plot to restore the notorious
City of Sorcerors, concubine-sorceress
Shara is seduced into a deadly
confrontation with a pain-hungry mage.
Hb 480pp $56.00
C J CHERRYH
DELIVERER
A Foreigner universe novel. While the
world of the atevi fragments into two
antagonistic political camps, eight-yearold Cajeiri, the heir of Tabini-aiji – and the
first atevi to have an understanding of
humans – becomes a target for those who
oppose his father’s rule. Hb $56.00 400pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

NEW TITLE

CLASSIC TITLE

HELL TO PAY

QUEEN’S OWN FOOL

NIGHTSIDE #7
SIMON R GREEM
Pb $16.95 264pp

A NOVEL OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS
JANE YOLEN & ROBERT HARRIS
PB $18.95 390PP

I must start this review with an apology
to anyone I may have misinformed. The
Nightside series is not over, it’s back,
and with more tenacity and bite than
ever, before
Hell to Pay picks up after the now
legendary Lilith wars. For those who
haven’t read it, he reads a bit like a
British Harry Dresden, only more noir.
He’s a detective, but not quite as
‘figuring-it-out’ as others of his ilk. He’s
all instinct and action. Let me explain.
The little book-movie that runs through
the head of fans is like a vision of Sin
City, only better. He can’t avoid trouble, has a smart mouth and
a real attitude and that’s just perfect for the perverted world of
the Nightside, where Shadows, Gore, Atmosphere, Black
Humour, Pop Culture and Brutality are the key words.
He’s on the trail of a missing girl and his Sight is being blocked
off at intervals, meaning there’s some major power after him.
Add to that some rampaging nuns and a family of immortals with
a hidden agenda and the usual mischief of the previous novels
ensues.
Hell to Pay almost re-starts the series with its new elements.
John and Suzie Shooter are now an item and he refers to her as
‘my Suzie’, an endearment I can’t seem to associate with a
leather-clad, gun-nut, warrior chick. But she and all of John’s
some-time posse are back, especially Dead Boy, who takes
undead mischief to a new level. The re-start feel to the story
comes from the power vacuum that has been left behind by the
upheaval of the authorities. The one who remains is Walker, ever
a grey figure, now slightly more menacing, because he’s
unbound, though he’s holding back for reasons unknown. Who,
where and what is going on, exactly, is not answered in this
book, but there’s the promise that it will be, maybe, but we all
know he can work a slow reveal to a tee.
There’s also a sense of evil enjoyment in John’s sense of
humour. When faced with danger, fans will recognise his
trademark wit, peppered with the underlying doubt that his bluff
may not work this time. That’s what makes every scrape cheerworthy and personally, it’s what keeps me reading it at frantic
speed - which brings me to my only issue with this book - the
speed at which I was compelled to read it. I’ve seen the term
‘roller-coaster ride’ applied to lots of books that often don’t
deserve it, but every book in the Nightside series does. In a
bubble of British noir, it’s a punchy adventure that just doesn’t
last long enough… so I read it twice. I suggest action-starved
Green fans do the same. If you haven’t read any of them, start
with Something From the Nightside (Pb $16.95) and get in on
the wickedly dark fun! -Sofia
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I know I’m loving a book when, instead of going back to sleep
after Zoë’s 3am feed (like anyone with half a brain would), I
decide ‘I’ll just read for 10 minutes, knowing full well this is going
to stretch out for over an hour…
English history has never been my preference as far as history
goes. The historical elements of Queens Own Fool is ‘based
deeply in fact,’ according to the Kirkus Review on the back cover
and Yolen’s website explains that Mary’s story is based on fact
– it is Nicola’s story that is so hazy and therefore fictionalised.
The story starts in France in 1559 with the Troup Brufort - a
family of travelling acrobats. Nicola is the narrator of the story,
recently orphaned, a dancer and cousin (and unwanted niece) to
the Brufort family. She is quick-witted for a girl of 12, often
speaking truths people (especially her uncle) don’t want to hear
. With the recent death of his father, Francis is now King, with his
Scottish wife, Queen Mary (a Princess in her own right). Mary
has the troup bought to the palace for entertainment. Nicola has
a bit of a mishap and ends up speaking directly to (and
charming) Queen Mary, whom indefinitely ‘buys’ her services
from her uncle. The story sets a cracking pace as Nicola is made
the Queens Own Fool, promising to ever tell Mary the truth in all
things, even when it is something she thinks Mary doesn’t want,
but needs, to hear. Nicola is cleaned up and begins her new life.
Driven by characters and circumstances, the royal court moves
constantly from place to place, especially because of the
religious conflict between the Catholics and the Huguenots.
Francis metes out some questionable justice on some
insurgents, forever affecting both Mary and Nicola. Never being
in the best of health to start with, it is not long after this that he
falls ill and dies, leaving Mary in the unenviable position of being
relegated to the backwaters, or being married off to the most
suitable potential ally, even if he is barely a teenager. She
decides, instead, to return home to Scotland, with a retinue of
staff and, of course, Nicola.
Mary has just traded one bad situation for another (actually
Scotland was probably worse). She’d left before she was 13, it
had a succession issue, her returning could cause friction with
the English and there was serious conflict between the
Protestants (led by the very pious John Knox – who becomes
one of the Queen most vocal opponents) and the Catholics.
There is political turmoil when she marries a man of shady
character and for the first time Nicola fails to keep her promise.
The story then follows the Mary’s downward spiralling situation
after she is again widowed, then imprisoned and finally
beheaded.
While we see history, as it happens, through the eyes of Nicola
– and, in fact, get a very fleshed out character, the story is about
Mary – and it is a compelling and infinitely readable one. I was
completely engrossed and wishing I had time to read some
reference works on Mary and this period. The characters are
beautifully written and this was quite an educational read. I loved
it. I think you could get someone who isn’t overly fussed on
history interested with a wonderful book like this. I’m giving it
9/10. -Steph
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DAVID COE
WEAVERS OF WAR
Winds of the Forelands #5. For years
the magical Qirsi people who live among
the Eandi courts of the Forelands have
conspired, weakening alliances among
the realms. The renegades are led by
Dusaan, a mysterious Weaver with
powers that allow him to appear in the
dreams of his followers and to bind the
magic of many Qirsi into a single weapon
more potent than any the Eandi have
faced in 1,000 years. Now, his planning
begins to bear fruit. He reveals himself to
friend and foe alike, knowing that none
can stand against him. Dusaan takes
control of the Empire and begins his
march toward war, enlisting those who
serve him in other realms to join the
battle, as the ranks of his army swell. Hb
$59.95 432pp

DEBRA DOYLE & JAMES D
MACDONALD
LAND OF MIST AND SNOW
Called to duty at last, Lieutenant
John Nevis faces his assignment with
trepidation. Boarding the USS Nicodemus,
a sloop of war built in a single night at the
top of the world, Nevis wonders uneasily
at its strange aura of power, its
cannonballs of virgin brass... and its
uncanny ability to glide swiftly through
the waters without steam or sail. As great
armies clash all around them, the mission
of Lieutenant Nevis and the Nicodemus
crew is shrouded in an impenetrable grey
mist of magic and malevolence. For a
fearsome adversary waits on roiling
waves, an awesomely powerful vessel
fuelled by cruelty and terror - a demon
raider driven by an insatiable lust for
blood. Pb $18.95 304pp

ERIC FLINT (ED)
GRANTVILLE GAZETTE III
A mysterious cosmic force, the ‘Ring
of Fire,’ has hurled the town of Grantville
from 20th century West Virginia back to
17th century Europe, into the heart of the
Thirty Years War and changing the
course of history - in ways both small and
large. University students become
rambunctious in Cambridge, England
because of the lifestyles and theological
impact of the time-lost Americans.
Contains new stories by Eric Flint and
others which return the reader to one of
the most popular series in alternate
history science fiction. Also included are
articles exploring the technical problems
the time-lost Americans face, adding up
to an indispensable volume for the many
followers of the 1632 series. Hb $54.00
313pp

GLEN COOK
LORD OF THE SILENT
KINGDOM
Instrumentalities of the Night #2. As the
dynastic politics of the Empire become
even more convoluted, it’s clear that
while the old gods may be fading, they’re
determined to do everything they can to
bend the doings of men to their own
advantage. Sieges, explosions, betrayals,
Anti-Patriarchs and suspicious deaths
will ensue, as the great chess game plays
itself out, with Piper Hecht at the centre
of it all. Hb $59.95 512pp

GARDENER DOZOIS
THE BEST OF THE BEST: 20
YEARS OF THE BEST SHORT SCIENCE
FICTION NOVELS
Volume #2. For years, The Year’s Best
Science Fiction has been the most widely
read short science fiction anthology of its
kind. Now, after 21 annual collections,
comes the ultimate in science fiction
anthologies, in which editor Gardner
Dozois selects the very best short stories
for this landmark collection. Contributors
include
Stephen Baxter, Greg Bear,
William Bigson, Terry Bisson, Pat
Cadigan, Ted Chiang, John Crowley, Tony
Daniel, Greg Egan, Molly Gloss, Eileen
Gunn, Joe Haldeman, James Patrick Kelly,
John Kessel, Nancy Kress, Ursula K Le
Guin, Ian R MacLeod, David Marusek,
Paul McAuley, Ian McDonald, Maureen F
McHugh, Robert Reed, Mike Resnick,
Geoff Ryman, William Sander, Lucius
Shepard, Robert Silverberg, Brian
Stableford, Bruce Sterling, Charles Stross,
Michael Swanwick, Steven Utley, Howard
Waldrop, Walter Jon Williams, Connie
Willis, Gene Wolfe. Hb $80.00 672pp

KATE FORSYTH
THE HEART OF STARS
Rhiannon’s Ride #3. Lord
Malvern swore he would have revenge
on Lachlan the Winged for the death of
his brother and nephew. Now Lachlan is
dead and his children have all been stolen
away. Lachlan’s son Donncan is the new
Righ of Eileanan, but after his abduction
on his wedding night, his wife, Bronwen,
daughter of the Ensorcellor, must rule in
his stead in a court seething with intrigue,
betrayal and suspicion. With the ruling
MacCuinn clan rent apart, there is no-one
to stop Lord Malvern but Rhiannon and
her winged mare, Blackthorn. Pb $19.95
469pp

ROBERT COOVER
A CHILD AGAIN
Casey returns to bat. The Pied Piper
pipes again. Little Red Riding Hood is not
safe yet. In this new collection of short
fiction, the author re-examines our shared
narrative heritage - myths, fairy tales and
favourite childhood stories - and unearths
the underlying hope, fear and wonder at
their core. Hb $48.00 276pp
PETER CROWTHER (ED)
CITIES: THE VERY BEST OF FANTASY
COMES TO TOWN
Featuring
China Miéville,
M i c h a e l
Moorcock, Paul
Di Filippo and
Geoff Ryman.
These awardwinners are on
any list of the
most inventive,
popular and critically-acclaimed talents
writing in the realms of fantasy and
science fiction today. Their four original
creations for this collection range from
surreal visions of the infinite to high-tech
nightmare, from apocalyptic ruins
stalked by heroes and vampires to a near
future where the aged terrorise the
young. Tp $37.00 292pp

GALAXY BOOKSHOP

LORD DUNSANY
THE PLEASURES OF A
FUTUROSCOPE
In this novel, written in 1955, a
futuroscope - a device that allows a
viewer to see into the near or distant
future - reveals an awful fate for
humanity: a nuclear holocaust has
destroyed nearly all human life on the
planet. The great city of London is now
merely an immense crater, filled in with
water from the Thames. The pitiful
remnants of humanity have been reduced
to a Stone Age existence. The narrator,
obsessively
looking
through
the
futuroscope, focuses upon the plight of a
single family in their struggles to survive
and fend off the many enemies, both
animal and human, that surround them.
Tp $43.00 200pp
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KAREN JOY FOWLER, PAT MURPHY,
DEBBIE NOTKIN & JEFFRE D SMITH
(EDS)
THE JAMES TIPTREE AWARD
ANTHOLOGY
#3. Returning again to the fertile ground
of sex and identity, this controversial
anthology series continues to celebrate
thought-provoking and provocative
fiction that explores and expands gender.
Through their subversive, engaging
stories, Tiptree Award-winning authors
offer fascinating speculations on the everincreasing mutability of our public and
private selves. Tp $32.95 274pp
C S FRIEDMAN
FEAST OF SOULS
Magister #1. Friedman introduces
the reader to a terrifying world in which
the fuel for sorcery is the very fire of the
human spirit and those who hunger for
magical power must pay for it with their
lives. In this epic tale of nightmarish
shadows and desperate hope, the greatest
threat of all may not be that of ancient
enemies returned, or ancient wars
resumed, but of the darkness that lies
within the hearts of men. Hb $56.00 449pp

WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

P J HAARSMA
THE SOFTWIRE
Virus on Orbis #1. 13-year-old
Johnny Turnbull has always known there
was something different about him, even
before he and 200 other kids landed on
the first ring of Orbis. But once their
spaceship lands, he is identified as the
first-ever ‘softwire’, a human with the
ability to enter and communicate with
computers through his mind, and
becomes the focus of intergalactic
intrigue. Johnny and the rest of the
refugee orphans are put to work in alien
factories and very quickly things go very
wrong. When the all-knowing, allcontrolling, and technologically ‘perfect’
central computer starts malfunctioning,
suspicious eyes turn to Johnny. Is he the
one responsible? Hb $24.95 262pp
J V HART
CAPTAIN HOOK:
THE ADVENTURES OF A NOTORIOUS
YOUTH
With his long black curls, a shadowy
family tree and an affinity for pet spiders,
James Matthew bears little resemblance to
his starched-collar, blue-blooded peers at
Eton. Dubbed King Jas, he stops at
nothing to become the most notorious
underclassman in the prestigious school’s
history. For James, sword fighting, falling
in love with an Ottoman Sultana and
challenging the Queen of England are all
in a day’s skullduggery. But when he sets
sail on a ship with a mysterious mission,
his dream of discovering a magical island
quickly turns into an unimaginable
nightmare. Hb $35.00 342pp
SIMON HAYNES
HAL SPACEJOCK:
JUST DESERTS
Hal Spacejock #3.A mysterious sealed
crate, a pair of shady mercenaries with
more guns than brain cells and the
amnesiac robot which may or may not be
on a secret mission... Only interstellar
ignoramus Hal Spacejock and the
unflappable Clunk could turn a
straightforward cargo delivery into space
opera with clowns. Three simmering
planets, two cocky spacemen and one
huge mess… Pb $19.95 343pp
COLBY HODGE
SHOOTING STAR
Fast-talking, hard-hitting, devilmay-care, Ruben can outmanoeuvre
anyone who seeks to attack him, charm
any he chooses to befriend. At the helm of
his star ship, he is invincible. In the
bedroom of a beautiful woman,
unstoppable. But the secrets of Ruben’s
past are about to catch up with him. Now
his ship has crash-landed in a primitive
world, the voice of his long-lost brother
whispering in his mind is causing him to
question his sanity and a mysterious
beauty has cut through all his defences to
the lonely man beneath. Pb $16.95 339pp
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JAMES P HOGAN
ECHOES OF AN ALIEN SKY
18 years have passed since the first
manned mission to Earth arrived from
Venus. Kyal Reen joins the Venusian
scientific and archaeological teams that
are working to reconstruct the story of the
mysterious and enigmatic extinct Terran
race that once flourished there. He meets
a biologist called Lorili, who is
attempting to explain certain baffling
similarities between some Terran and
Venusian life forms that are irreconcilable
with the established fact that Venus is a
far younger planet than Earth. She
constructs a theory of Venusians being
descended from Terran ancestors.
However, even allowing for the greatly
exaggerated time scales that Terran
science assigned to the processes of
biological and planetary evolution,
further research shows that there could
have been no overlap. But there is a
different, unexpected answer to the
riddle. Lorili and Kyal will have to fight
for their theory and their lives. Hb $49.95
400pp
NALO HOPKINSON
THE NEW MOON’S ARMS
What’s in a name? A lot, according
to 50-something-year-old Caribbean born
Chastity, who has adopted the more
fitting moniker Calamity. Now, true to
her name, Calamity is confronting two
big life transitions - her beloved father has
just died and she is starting menopause, a
physical shift that has rekindled her
special gift for finding lost things.
Suddenly she is getting hot flashes that
seem to forge objects out of thin air. Only
this time, the lost item that has washed up
on the shore is not her old toy truck or her
hairbrush, but a 4-year-old boy. Hb $49.95
400pp
W H HORNER (ED)
CLOAKED IN SHADOW: DARK
TALES OF ELVES
Elves aren’t always creatures of the light.
Some elves thrive in the darkness,
stalking their unwary victims for their
own twisted pleasure. Sometimes they
hunt and kill for the mere thrill.
Sometimes their motives are beyond all
human understanding. Inside this
anthology you will find elven assassins,
kidnappers, and conspirators. You will
find elves who are reaching from beyond
the grave and those who are throwing
away the heritage of their wood-addled
brethren. And you will find human
beings who are struggling to survive as
they find themselves caught up in the
games that Sidhe play. Contributors
include K D Wentworth, Elaine
Cunningham, Murray Leeder, Gerard
Daniel Houarner. Tp $35.00 241pp
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W H HORNER (ED)
FANTASTICAL VISIONS
Volume #3. Collects winning stories
from the Fantastical Visions Short Story
Contest. The contest is held annually and
is open to writers world-wide, of any age
or background, with stories from any and
all fantasy genres. A demoness who has
seen the error of her ways must still pay
the price in Blood of the Blade, and a boy’s
coping mechanism comes to chilling life
in Paper Shadows. An exiled musician
finds himself friendless and far from
home in The Pear Thief, and an inmate in
an Australian sanitarium finds the gifts of
his elven blood to be useful to help a
friend in Happy Birthday, Pinko. Tp $29.00
201pp
MODERN MAGIC: TALES OF
FANTASY AND HORROR
Magic surrounds us. It is the stuff of
creation. The Enlightenment did not kill it
with science, nor did the industrial
revolution extinguish its usefulness with
mechanation. And whether mankind is
aware of it or not, this timeless power
continues to have a hand in the fate of
mortals. There exists in this world, things
that logic and reason cannot explain, and
there are beings that have never been
captured or catalogued. Elves may feel
cramped in the big city, but they can get
by. As the wild lands disappear,
werewolves may have to be a bit more
careful, but they still find time to hunt.
And devils and demons still prey upon
the souls of the wicked and the unwary.
Tp $37.00 254pp
CAROL HUGHES
DIRTY MAGIC
When Joe follows the mysterious
Katherine, he is sucked into a grubby,
gritty underworld of Fetchers, Skulkers,
feuding warlords and double agents.
With only blind Spider and some ancient
maps to guide them, Joe and Katherine
must navigate their way through a land
where murderous machines roam the
plains, sewer tunnels hide escape routes
and sinister contraptions listen for your
innermost secrets. As Joe faces each
danger in turn, one thing becomes
terrifyingly clear - this is a matter of life
and death, both here and in the world
he’s left behind. Pb $15.95 416pp
JULIA JARMAN
THE TIME-TRAVELLING CAT
AND THE EGYPTIAN GODDESS
Ka is the most beautiful cat Topher has
ever seen. But Ka is no ordinary cat and
though she chooses to live with Topher in
present day England, she sometimes
disappears for days at a time. Topher
decides he must try and follow her. His
first incredible journey leads him to
Ancient Egypt where he finds danger and
the key to Ka’s devotion. Pb $14.95 112pp
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GUY GAVRIEL KAY
YSABEL
Saint-Saveur Cathedral of Aix-enProvence is an ancient structure of many
secrets, a perfect monument to fill the lens
of a celebrated photographer and a
perfect place for the photographer’s son,
Ned Marriner, to lose himself while his
father works. But the cathedral isn’t the
empty edifice it appears to be. Its history
is very much alive in the present day and
it’s calling out to Ned. Hb $54.00 432pp
E E KNIGHT
DRAGON AVENGER
Age of Fire #2. Flung to freedom as
their mother battles a group of slavetrading dwarves, young Wistala and her
grey, scaleless brother, Auron, find
themselves alone in the Upper World.
When Auron sacrifices himself so that she
may live, Wistala must overcome her
grief and fear to find others of her kind
and bring her wrath to bear on those who
would destroy them. Tp $29.95 375pp
MERCEDES LACKEY & ROBERTA GELLIS
BY SLANDEROUS TONGUE
Scepter’d Isle #3. Great Harry is dead
and England is ruled by a dour Protector
for 10-year-old Edward VI - a Protector
intent on keeping total control over the
young king and no friend to Lady
Elizabeth . In the great lens and the dark
pool that hold Visions for the FarSeers of
the Bright Court and the Dark, the images
change and waver. A pale, thin girl
sometimes wears a crown and sometimes
has no head, King Edward and his Court
grow misty as he changes from boy to
stripling, but the fires of Mary’s reign still
burn bright, as they swallow writhing
men, women and children and, if she ever
reigns, the red-haired queen brings a
burgeoning of art and joy. Elimination of
that last possibility for England is Vidal
Dhu’s prime purpose Hb $54.00 512pp
KATHARINE LANGRISH
TROLL BLOOD
Troll #3. When seafaring trader
Gunnar, and his sword-wielding son,
Harald Silkenhair, land in Trollsvik,
looking for crew to join their journey to
Vinland (North America), Hilde is
desperate to join the ship. She begs her
parents to let her go as Gunnar’s wife’s
companion, and when Peer agrees to go
and look after her, her parents reluctantly
agree. But, Gunnar and Harald are
dangerous men. Harald has killed a man
and Gunnar has been cursed and is losing
his wits in fear that the dead man’s ghost
is following him. Harald has an
uncontrollable, raging temper and a
perilous rivalry develops between him
and Peer. By the time they finally reach
the shores of Vinland, the settlement is
looking less of an attractive proposition.
And that’s before they meet the
Skraelings. Pb $20.00 397pp
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GLENDA LARKE
THE SHADOW OF TYR
The Mirage Makers #2. Ligea
Gayed has been lied to once too often.
Now she has turned against her former
employer, the secretive Brotherhood of
the Tyrans Empire and must evade
Favonius and his Jackals while also
recruiting others to fight with her. Yet,
despite her best efforts, a rebellion is hard
to come by, except within her own family,
of course. Ligea’s son, Arrant, is prey to
feelings of inadequacy and is angry about
his mother’s relationship with a man who
is not his father. Unable to accept what is
happening to him, he becomes
susceptible to the blandishments of his
mother’s enemies. Worse still, in the
middle of a war, he is a Magoroth unable
to control or use his power in a
constructive way. In seeking to punish
Ligea for her relationship with Brand,
Arrant and those around him might well
lose everything. Pb $21.00 563pp
FRITZ LEIBER
SWORDS AND DEVILTRY
Lankhmar #1. In the ancient city of
Lankhmar, two men forge a friendship in
battle. The red-haired barbarian Fafhrd
left the snowy reaches of Nehwon
looking for a new life while the Grey
Mouser, an apprentice magician, fled
after finding his master dead. These
bawdy brothers-in-arms cement a
friendship that leads them through the
wilds of Nehwon, facing thieves, wizards,
princesses and the depths of their desires
and fears. Tp $29.00 208pp
DORIS LESSING
THE CLEFT
An
old
Roman
senator,
contemplative at his late stage of life,
embarks on what will likely be his last
endeavour - the retelling of the story of
human creation. He recounts the history
of the Clefts, an ancient community of
women living in an Edenic, coastal
wilderness, confined within the valley of
an overshadowing mountain. The Clefts
have no need nor knowledge of men,
childbirth is controlled, like the tides that
lap around their feet, through the cycles
of the moon, and their children are
always female. But with the unheralded
birth of a strange, new child, a boy, the
harmony of their community is suddenly
thrown into jeopardy. Tp $28.00 260pp
REBECCA LISLE
AMETHYST
Amy lives with her gloomy uncle
and aunt, until suddenly she gets the
chance to go to the mountains and live
with the King of the Rock People. But she
finds she must first kidnap a wolf cub
from the Wood People. Then, Amy gets
involved in a chase through the winter
landscape before a final showdown with
the King. Pb $14.95 220pp
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MARJORIE M LIU
EYE OF HEAVEN
When Blue, an electrokinetic and a
member of the Dirk & Steele detective
agency, is sent to Las Vegas to track down
his half-brother, he finds himself
embroiled in an organ smuggling plot
and protecting a young beauty who is
more than she appears. Pb $16.95 356pp
CARA LOCKWOOD
THE SCARLET LETTERMAN
A Bard Academy novel. Miranda is
back for her second semester at Bard. She’s
got the ghost faculty in her debt, a new
boyfriend and even an A in English. But
just when she thinks everything is finally
starting to go her way, faculty start
disappearing and Headmaster Bronte
begins to suspect that Miranda is involved.
To make matters worse, Miranda
discovers new and disturbing rumours
about her new boyfriend, speculating that
he may have caused his ex-girlfriend’s
death. Miranda has to solve the mystery of
her boyfriend’s ex and try to save the
faculty, all while trying to pass her spring
finals. Pb $22.95 256pp
ANNE MCCAFFREY & ELIZABETH ANN
SCARBOROUGH
CHANGELINGS
The Twins of Petaybee #1. Ronan and
Murel are more than human. Like their
father, each can transform into a seal and
converse telepathically with the planet’s
creatures, such as the friendly otter whose
life they save one day from a pack of
ravenous wolves, but the twins’ bravery
has unforeseen results, when a visiting
scientist witnesses their startling
metamorphosis and becomes obsessed
with their capture. To protect their
children, they are sent to stay with a
powerful family friend on an orbiting
space station. But no one realises that
Ronan and Murel hunger to discover the
origins of their shape-shifting talent and
that their search for knowledge will place
them squarely in the path of peril. Pb
$18.95 302pp
MAELSTROM
Petaybee has agreed to harbor a
group of new refugees, workers
indentured to the powerful InterGal
Corporation. But the mission to collect the
immigrants becomes a rescue operation
when it is revealed that InterGal is doing
nothing to help these survivors of a world
devastated by a meteor shower. Murel and
Ronan set out to persuade the frightened
refugees to come out of hiding, leave their
world and bring along their sacred totem
animals, the gifted sea turtles called the
Honus. But the twins discover that they’ve
taken on more than they expected - the
Honus are not the only animals sacred to
the refugees. There are also the Manos,
intelligent sharks who have lost none of
their predatory habits and who cannot be
left behind to die. Hb $49.95 256pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

JUDI MCCOY
ALMOST A GODDESS
Kyra, our Muse of Good Fortune,
despite her exceptional charm and
unearthly beauty, has been slacking off,
getting by on her looks, wiles and
considerable sex appeal - not to mention
her privileged position as the daughter of
Mighty Zeus Himself! Therefore Kyra is to
spend one year at the famous Acropolis
Casino, Las Vegas, where she will inspire
good fortune. During her sentence, she is
forbidden from getting romantically
involved with a mortal and most
especially not with Jake Lennox. This
professional gambler-turned-investigator
is too seductive and attractive for his own
good. Besides, Jake has an agenda that
may prove too dangerous for Kyra’s soft
heart. So, if she falls in love, all bets are off.
Pb $15.00 372pp
JACK MCDEVITT
OUTBOUND
Over the course of 16 stories,
McDevitt clearly shows why he has
received the acclaim of his peers with 10
Nebula nominations. The stories range
from the hard-boiled detective story to
the recreation of George Washington as
he runs for the Presidency. McDevitt’s
imaginative fiction summons up a sense
of wonder and causes his readers to enter
worlds that should exist. In addition to
showcasing his fiction, this collection also
features several essays outlining
McDevitt’s view of the role of science
fiction and a series of exchanges between
McDevitt and co-author Michael Shara, as
they plot and plan their collaboration. Hb
$60.00 341pp
D J MACHALE
QUILLAN GAMES
Pendragon
#7.
Quillan is a territory
on the verge of
destruction.
The
people have lost
control of their own
future and the only
chance they have of
finding a better life is
by
playing
the
Quillan
Games.
Game masters, Veego and LaBerge, have
created a world filled with competition,
using the people of Quillan as pawns in
their computer-driven games. To win is
to live like a king, but to lose is to die.
When Bobby Pendragon arrives, Quillan
is on the brink of chaos and he soon
realises that the only way to save this
troubled territory is to beat Veego and
LaBerge at their own games. But there is
more at stake than Pendragon realises.
With his opponent none other than Saint
Dane, the prize for winning the Quillan
games may be discovering the truth of
what it really means to be a traveller. Pb
$14.95 486pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

SARA MACKENZIE
PASSIONS OF THE GHOST
13th century warrior Lord Reynald
de Mortimer awakens from a 700year sleep to discover that his beloved
home has been transformed into a
modern-day hotel that is hosting a
medieval festival and meets Amy
Fairweather, a beautiful young woman
and former con artist. Pb $14.95 373pp
PATRICIA A MCKILLIP
SOLSTICE WOOD
When bookstore
owner, Sylvia Lynn,
returns
to
her
childhood home in
upstate New York, she
meets the Fiber Guild,
a group of local
women who meet to
knit, embroider and
sew and learns why
her
grandmother
watches her so closely. A primitive power
exists in the forest, a force the Fiber Guild
seeks to bind in its stitches and weavings.
And Sylvia is no stranger to the woods.
Tp $29.95 278pp
R M MELUCH
WOLF STAR
Tour of the Merrimack #2. The US
Merrimack was the finest battleship in
Earth’s fleet, able to withstand the best
the Palatine Empire could throw at them.
Only her sister ship, the Monitor, was her
equal. So when the Palatine forces
secretly capture Monitor, Merrimack’s
security is compromised and that’s just
the opening salvo of a whole new stage of
war between Palatine and Earth. Pb
$18.95 374pp
CHINA MIEVILLE
UN LUN DUN
Zanna and Deeba are two girls
leading ordinary lives, until they stumble
into the world of UnLondon, an urban
Wonderland, where all the lost and
broken things of London end up... and
some of its lost and broken people too.
Here, discarded umbrellas stalk with
spidery menace, carnivorous giraffes
roam the streets and a jungle sprawls
beyond the door of an ordinary house.
UnLondon is under siege by the sinister
Smog and its stink-junkie slaves; it is a
city awaiting its hero. Guided by a magic
book that can’t quite get its facts straight
and pursued by Hemi the half-ghost boy,
the girls set out to stop the poisonous
cloud before it burns everything in its
path. They are joined in their quest by a
motley band of UnLondon locals,
including Brokkenbroll, boss of the
broken umbrellas, Obaday Fing, a
couturier whose head is an enormous
pincushion and an empty milk carton
called Curdle... and you thought a trip
down the rabbit hole was a little out of the
ordinary. Tp $24.95 448pp
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L E MODESSIT, JR
THE ELYSIUM COMMISSION
Blaine Donne is a retired military
special operative now devoted to
problem-solving for hire. He investigates
a series of seemingly unrelated mysteries
that arise with the arrival of a woman
with unlimited resources who has neither
a present nor a past. The more he
investigates, the more questions arise,
including the role of the two heiresses
who are both more and less than they
seem and the more Donne is pushed
inexorably toward an explosive solution
and a regional interstellar war. Hb $54.00
352pp
ELIZABETH MOON
COMMAND DECISION
Vatta’s War #4. Kylara Vattas’ home
was attacked and her parents killed, their
trading empire left in ruins. Now she
must save what is left of the family and
the business, with few friends and too
few assets. She must make full use of her
hard-won experience to not just survive,
but to restore the shattered fortunes of the
Vatta family and their allies. Now, Kylara
Vatta, space-trader and sometime
privateer, has destined herself for a
dangerous and unpredictable future. She
will muster an interplanetary taskforce
and forge them into a lethal weapon - one
that the pirates who destroyed her family
will never forget... Hb 54.00 416pp
WALTER MOSLEY
THE WAVE
Errol is awakened again by a strange
prank caller asking for him by name and
claiming to be his father, who has been
dead for several years. It feels like a
surreal call from the grave, until Erroll
hears the unmistakable sound of a
handset being put down on a table.
Curious, and not a little unnerved, he
sneaks into the graveyard where his
father is buried. What he finds there will
change his life forever. Once Errol’s been
touched by the Wave, a presence
infecting the planet, can anything be the
same again? Pb $18.95 226pp
ROBERT NEWCOMB
SAVAGE MESSIAH
Destinies of Blood & Stone #1. With
the demise of his evil half-brother,
Wulfgar, Prince Tristan restored peace to
Eutracia, or so he thought. But the Orb of
the Vigors was damaged in the climactic
battle and now the powerful artefact is
bleeding magical energy and cutting a
swathe of death and destruction across
the kingdom. Tristan can heal the
wounded Orb, but not until his
enchanted blood is returned to normal.
Only then will the powers of the Vigors
be his to command. Unfortunately, the
secret of reversing the enchantment is
lost. Even worse, Wulfgar is neither dead
nor defeated... Pb $18.95 518pp

Ph 9267 7222

FAX 9261 3691

CHRISTOPHER PIKE
THE SHAKTRA
Alosha #2. Ali recently discovered
that she is not an ordinary teenager but
actually Queen of the Fairies. Reclaiming
some of her magical abilities, she has
taken possession of a mystical talisman
whose powers she has barely begun to
understand. She has saved the Earth from
an invasion by elves and other creatures
from the elemental world that lies
parallel to our own. Now, Ali searches for
her missing mother in the elemental
world, accompanied by a troll, a
leprechaun and Ra, a mysterious African
teen whom she met on the icy slopes of
Mt. Kilimanjaro. Pb $16.95 334pp
JEAN RABE
& MARTIN H GREENBERG (EDS)
TIME TWISTERS
This anthology offers 17 new stories
of daring adventurers who meddle with
time, including a science fiction fan who
wards off an alien invasion through
contemporary culture, Joan of Arc’s
training in future history and an FBI hunt
for a Mafia don who found his way back to
the age of knighthood. Pb $18.95 306pp
M RICKERT
MAP OF DREAMS
Set in a reality where nightmares do
not fade upon waking, this anthology
skims along the surface of life and dips
just beneath, revealing the hidden
machinations that fuel dreams. These
underlying myths and fantasies exist not
as musty old stories, but as ancient truths
that have come to illuminate the modern
human condition. The title story touches
on themes of grief, redemption, and time
travel. These and 13 other tales are
framed by four interludes - Dreams,
Nightmares, Waking and Rising - that
guide readers through a world that is at
once familiar and eerily off-kilter. Hb
$54.00 313pp
KIM STANLEY ROBINSON
SIXTY DAYS AND COUNTING
Capital Code #3. By the time Phil
Chase is elected president, the world’s
climate is far on its way to irreversible
change. Food scarcity, housing shortages,
diminishing medical care and vanishing
species are just some of the consequences.
The erratic winter the Washington, D C,
area is experiencing is another grim
reminder of a global weather pattern gone
haywire: bone-chilling cold one day,
balmy weather the next. But the presidentelect remains optimistic and doesn’t
intend to give up without a fight. A
maverick in every sense of the word,
Chase starts organizing the most
ambitious plan to save the world from
disaster since FDR and assembling a team
of top scientists and advisers to implement
it. Hb $54.00 416pp
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MARK ROBSON
IMPERIAL ASSASSIN
Imperial #2. Declared outlaws by the
Emperor, the Guild of Assassins strikes
back hard. The Emperor must act fast. He
needs someone to infiltrate the Guild. All
attempts to locate the assassins’
headquarters have failed and Femke is
already known to the assassins. So
Reynik, the young legionnaire, must
penetrate their inner circle to discover the
Guild’s secrets. But secrets kept hidden
for over five centuries command a high
price is Reynik is ready to risk his life for
the mission? Pb $16.95 329pp
BRUCE HOLLAND ROGERS
THIRTEEN WAYS TO WATER
AND OTHER STORIES
This collection of stories by an awardwinning author is a ticket to places
you’ve never been, from the heart of the
Tulgey Wood to the forests of the
Highland People. While some of the
stories are set in the real world, from
Vietnamese jungles to the Seattle
stomping grounds of an anarchist
monkey-wrench gang, even mundane
reality turns out to lie on the border of
Elsewhere. Tp $45.00 218pp
MALCOLM ROSE
KISS OF DEATH
A school trip turns into a nightmare
when Kim and Wes leave the plaguevillage of Eyam with more than they
bargained for, and a stolen artefact
wreaks revenge. Pb $13.00 190pp
RUDY RUCKER
THE HOLLOW EARTH
In 1836, Mason Algiers Reynolds
leaves his family’s Virginia farm with his
father’s slave, a dog and a mule. Branded
a murderer, he finds sanctuary with his
hero, Edgar Allan Poe, and together they
embark on an extraordinary expedition to
the South Pole and the entrance to the
Hollow Earth. It is there, at the centre of
the world, where strange physics, strange
people and stranger creatures abound,
that their bizarre adventures truly begin.
Tp $35.00 234pp
JENNIFER ST GILES
DARKEST DREAMS
Visiting her recently wed
sister at Dartmoor’s End, Andromeda
finds herself hopelessly drawn to the
estranged twin of her new brother-inlaw. But a dark shadow hangs over
Alexander, one that may eclipse their
hearts forever. Pb $16.95 312pp
DANA STABENOW (ED)
POWERS OF DETECTION:
STORIES OF MYSTERY & FANTASY
This one-of-a-kind collection features
stories from some of the biggest names in
mystery and fantasy, blending the genres
into a unique hybrid where clues and
crystal balls meet. Contributors include
Anne Perry, Charlaine Harris, Simon R
Green and Sharon Shinn. Pb $18.95 289pp
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TRAVIS S TAYLOR
THE QUANTUM CONNECTION
Sequel to Warp Speed. Steven
Montana, computer whiz and hacker
extraordinaire, was attending college in
Ohio when a swarm of huge meteors fell
all over the world. In an instant, his
family and all his friends were gone.
Eventually, he learns that the ‘meteor
onslaught’ had actually been a brief and
still secret war between the US and its
enemies. Another secret is that the US
had been sending faster-than-light ships
to other star systems. Most secret of all
was that unfriendly aliens were
observing the Earth, and while US
spaceships were not quite in a war with
the unknown aliens, they were shooting
at the intruders. Whether any of these
answers would do Steven any good was
an open question because he learned
them only after he was abducted by those
very same aliens and held prisoner on
one of their ships orbiting Saturn. Pb
$18.95 417pp
HARRY TURTLEDOVE
BEYOND THE GAP
Trasamund, a clan chief of the
mammoth-herding Bizogots, has come to
town with strange news. A narrow gap
has opened in what they’d always
thought was an endless and impregnable
wall of ice. The great Glacier does not go
on forever and on its other side are new
lands, new animals and possibly new
people. Ancient legend says that on the
other side is the Golden Shrine, put there
by the gods to guard the people of their
world. Now, perhaps, the road to the
legendary Golden Shrine is open. Who
could resist the urge to go see? For Count
Hamnet and his several companions, the
glacier has always been the boundary of
the world. Now they’ll be travelling
beyond it into a world that’s bigger than
anyone knew. Hb $54.00 336pp
LISA TUTTLE
THE SILVER BOUGH
Nestled on the coast of Scotland,
Appleton was once famous for its apples.
Now, though the orchards are long gone,
locals still dream of the town’s glory
days, when an Apple Queen was
crowned at the annual fair and good luck
seemed a way of life. And outsiders are
still drawn to the charming village,
including three very different American
women. When a sudden landslide cuts
Appleton off from the wider world and
the usual constraints of reality, the village
reveals itself to be an extraordinary place,
inhabited by legendary beings, secret
rooms and the blossoming of a rare fruit
not seen in decades. Most unexpected is a
handsome stranger who will draw all
three women into an Otherworld in
which luck and love will return to
Appleton, if only one of them will
believe. Tp $27.00 335pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

S L VIEHL
PLAGUE OF MEMORY
Stardoc #7. Dr Cherijo Torin is not
herself. With no memory of her past, or
even of the man she loved, she sees
herself as a different person and has no
desire to remember who she once was.
But Cherijo must remember, if she’s to
develop a cure for the Hsktskt plague
before their race becomes extinct. Pb
$18.95 371pp
MARGARET WEIS & TRACY HICKMAN
ROSE OF THE PROPHET
TRILOGY
The world of Sularin is ruled by 20 gods,
different in aspect but equal in power. But
a war rages in the heavens, one that will
affect the gods, the mortals, the immortal
beings who serve them both. Khardan,
Calif of a horse-riding tribe and Zhora,
princess of a sheep-herding people must
put aside their own differences, with the
help of a young spellcaster named
Mathew from across the sea, before the
fabled Rose of the Prophet blooms. Tp
$54.00 1120pp
CLIVE WOODALL
ONE FOR SORROW, TWO FOR
JOY
Darkness has fallen over the realm of
Birddom as the evil magpies hunt
countless species of birds into extinction
and only the courage of one lone Robin
can save Birddom from certain doom. Pb
$16.95 280pp
TIMOTHY ZAHN
DRAGON AND SLAVE
Dragonback #3. 14-year-old Jack and
the dragon warrior, Draycos, face a
diabolical and ruthless intergalactic
slavemaster, when Jack attempts to
penetrate secret computer files about the
cold-blooded underworld, while posing
as a slave. Pb $14.95 315pp

HORROR

KERI ARTHUR
FULL MOON RISING
A rare hybrid of vampire and werewolf,
Riley Jenson and her twin brother, Rhoan,
work for Melbourne’s Directorate of
Other Races, an organisation created to
police the supernatural races and protect
humans from their depredations. While
Rhoan is an exalted guardian, aka
assassin, Riley is merely an office worker,
until her brother goes missing on one of
his missions. Someone is doing some
illegal cloning in an attempt to produce
the ultimate warrior - by tapping into the
genome of nonhumans like Rhoan. Now
Riley knows just how dangerous the
world is for her kind - and just how much
it needs her. Pb $16.95 372pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

LUCY BLUE
DARK ANGEL
Bound in Darkness #3. The sworn knight of
an English lord, Gareth returns to the
Highlands to pay a debt of blood to his
uncle, the man who killed his father. But
when his uncle’s men murder his
companions and leave him for dead, a
mysterious beauty rescues him. Tender
one moment, cruel the next, she
bewitches him to his core. Roxanna, a
vampire princess, is sworn to break the
curse that banished her kind to the dark.
Awakened from her years-long slumber
by Gareth’s voice, she preyed on his
attackers and kept him alive only to feed
her hunger. But every night with Gareth
makes her want him more, not just as a
lover, but as the soul mate she has never
known. Together they will achieve both
their dreams... or be lost to the darkness
as one. Pb $16.95 368pp
MIKE CAREY
VICIOUS CIRCLE
Felix Castor #2. Castor needs a big, private
job to really fill the hole in his overdraft.
That’s what he needs. What he gets, good
fortune and Castor not being on speaking
terms, is a seemingly insignificant
‘missing ghost’ case that inexorably drags
himself and his loved ones into the
middle of a horrific plot to raise one of
Hell’s fiercest demons. When Satanists,
sacrifice farms, stolen spirits and
possessed churches all appear on the
same police report, the name of Felix
Castor can’t be too far behind ... Pb $20.95
501pp
JOHN MICHAEL CURLOVICH, MICHAEL
ROWE & DAVID THOMAS LORD
TRIPTYCH OF TERROR: CHILLING
TALES BY THE MASTERS OF GAY HORROR
This is a collection
of
gay
horror
novellas. A gay teen
in a conservative
small
town
discovers
that
Halloween can be so
much more than
costumes
and
candy.
In
an
industrial town, an
overzealous
televangelist learns that on Halloween
you might not get the chance to ‘do unto
others,’ before they do unto you. And a
Celtic legend born on Pride Day takes out
its vengeance on the streets of Greenwich
Village on Halloween. Tp $32.95 281pp
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CAMERON DEAN
LUSCIOUS CRAVING
Candace Steele, Vampire Killer #2. Sexy
vampire killer, Candace Steele, is back on
the Las Vegas strip and determined to
steer clear of Ash, the seductive vampire
whose smouldering allure begs her to
surrender to the dark side. But
determination may not be enough, when
Candace’s job at the glitzy Scheherazade
casino drives her right into the centre of
Ash’s deadly domain, for there are
rumours of a New Year’s Eve vampire
assault on the casino and only Candace
can stop it. Candace isn’t sure if she can
resist the overwhelming desire she feels
for Ash, but she has run out of choices.
She must go to Ash for help, even though
she knows that the price he’ll expect in
return is nothing less than her body and
her soul. Pb $16.95 328pp
ETERNAL HUNGER
Candace Steele, Vampire Killer #3. A
vampire killer with a Las Vegas beat,
Candace Steele has risked everything to
vanquish the forces of darkness and to
resist her own passionate desire for Ash,
a dark and seductive vampire. But
suddenly the stakes are raised. Candace
has been attacked by a member of the
Board, an ancient, powerful, and secret
vampire sect with a vendetta against Ash.
Now the only way she can save her life is
to give herself to Ash, body and soul, and
become a vampire. Lusting for blood and
starving for Ash’s embrace, Candace is
pulled deeper and deeper into his world.
She no longer trusts his promise that she
will not have to remain a vampire
forever. And as the hunger threatens to
overwhelm her, it may be too late for her
to leave the darkness behind. Pb $16.95
311pp
KATE DOUGLAS
WOLF TALES
#3. Willowy Shannon Murphy is looking
for a new challenge, and she finds it in
Jacob Trent, a gorgeous shapeshifter
who’s been sent to protect her and proves
to be a master at bringing out the beast
within. Tp $29.00 264pp
J F GONZALEZ
THE BELOVED
Ronnie Baker thought his new girlfriend
was perfect. But he couldn’t see what his
family did, that Diana and her children
weren’t quite normal, that somehow she
was slowly sucking away his time, his
money… his life. Don Grant has been
tracking the creature ever since it turned
his wife into something barely more than
a living zombie. He’s traced its mayhem
back for centuries. Feeding off lust and
violence, it grows stronger and more
seductive with each life it drains. Now
he’s finally caught up with it. But unless
he can find a way to stop it – fast - the
nightmare will be unleashed on a whole
new family. Pb $16.95 369pp
Ph 9267 7222

FAX 9261 3691

SIMON R GREEN
HELL TO PAY
Nightside #7. In the wake of the war that
left the Nightside leaderless, Jeremiah
Griffin, one of the last of the immortal
human families, plans to fill the power
vacuum. But his granddaughter has
disappeared and he wants John Taylor to
use his special abilities to find her. Except
someone, or something, is blocking
Taylor’s abilities. Pb $16.95 264pp
BARB & J C HENDEE
TRAITOR TO THE BLOOD
Noble Dead #4. Born a half-breed to an
elven mother and human father, Leesil
was raised in the Warlands as assassin,
spy and slave to Lord Darmouth, ruler to
one of its independent provinces. But
Leesil’s mother trained him too well and
he used his skills to escape, leaving his
parents to suffer Darmouth’s wrath for all
such traitors and their kin. Now, with
newfound purpose in the company of his
beloved Magiere, Leesil returns to
confront the sins of his past and uncover
his parents’ fate. Pb $18.95 404pp
REBEL FAY
Noble Dead #5. Desperate to free his
mother from a caste of ruthless elven
assassins, Leesil joins his beloved
Magiere, the sage Wynn, and their canine
protector, Chap, on a difficult journey
through mountains and harsh winter.
Unbeknownst to them, they’ve been
united at the command of Chap’s Fay kin
to forge an alliance against the forces of
dark magic. But now Chap must guard
his companions from enemies and allies,
not always certain which is which. And as
they uncover the truth, they discover just
how close the enemy has always been. Hb
$49.95 384pp
JOE HILL
HEART-SHAPED BOX
Sooner or later the dead catch up, as
Judas Coyne buys a ghost for sale on the
Internet. Hb $54.00 352pp
CHARLIE HUSTON
NO DOMINION
Joe Pitt’s life sucks. He hasn’t had a case
or a job in God knows how long and his
stashes are running on empty. What
stashes? The only ones that count to a guy
like Joe - blood and money. The money he
uses to buy blood, the blood he drinks.
The only way to lay his hands on both is
to take a gig with the local Vampyre Clan.
See, something new is on the streets, a
new high, a high so strong it can send a
Vampyre spazzing through Joe’s local
watering hole. So it’s time for Joe to gut
up and swallow that pride and follow the
leads wherever they go. Someone’s
pulling Joe’s strings and now he’s riding
the A train, looking to find who it is. He’s
gonna cut them when he finds them, the
strings and the hands that hold them. Tp
$29.95 251pp
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ALEXANDRA IVY
WHEN DARKNESS COMES
An unearthly guardian is forced to
protect a mortal woman, plunging them
into an epic battle between good and evil
and a desperate race to save their love. Pb
$16.95 380pp
SHERRILYN KENYON
DARK SIDE OF THE MOON
Dark Hunter #9. Susan Michaels was the
hottest reporter on the Beltway Beat until
she walked into a setup that ruined her
reputation. Now she’s working for a
small Seattle paper, penning stories about
killer moths and alien babies, convinced
that her life couldn’t get any worse... That
was before an idea for a breaking news
piece brought her to a local animal shelter
where she ends up listening to her source
rant about vampires and gets coerced into
adopting a cat despite her allergies. But
when her new pet suddenly reveals
himself to be a gorgeous and lethal
shapeshifter, Susan realises that there’s
far more at stake than a career-saving byline. Pb $18.95 353pp
CAITLIN R KIERNAN
DAUGHTER OF HOUNDS
They are the Children of the Cuckoo.
Stolen from their cribs and concealed in
shadows to be raised by ghouls, they are
now changelings in service to the
creatures who rule the world Below and
despise the world Above. Any human
contact is strictly forbidden and
punishment is swift and severe for those
who disobey. Raised by her widower
father, Emmie Silvey has a precocious
personality and striking yellow eyes that
have left her a solitary child. But that
changes when two women enter her life one who stalks her, one who haunts her
dreams - both insisting that her entire life
is a lie and warning her of an encroaching
darkness. Tp $29.95 431pp
THRESHOLD
Chance Matthews is drawn into a battle
between angels and monsters because of
something in her possession, a fossil of a
creature that couldn’t possibly have ever
existed. But it did and still does. Pb $16.95
326pp
ANGELA KNIGHT, MARY JANICE
DAVIDSON, VIRGINIA KANTRA &
SUNNY
OVER THE MOON
When it comes to sexy werewolves,
fairies and magic, there’s only one place
for readers to go - over the moon...
Angela Knight ventures to the borders of
Mageverse, a land ruled by vampire
knights. MaryJanice Davidson returns to
the wicked lair of the Wyndham
werewolves. Virginia Kantra finds magic
and wonder in a strange fairy kingdom.
And Sunny discovers a Mixed Blood
Queen in command of a new realm. Pb
$18.95 329pp
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H P LOVECRAFT
FROM THE PEST ZONE: THE NEW
YORK STORIES
Lovecraft’s New York Exile of 1924-26 was
perhaps the unhappiest period of his
entire life. This volume, which gathers the
five stories he wrote during this period,
shows how Lovecraft sought refuge by
returning imaginatively to his native
New England, lashing out at the many
‘foreigners’ occupying the city, seeking
the antiquarian havens that still remained
in the metropolis, or boldly confronting
New York’s clangor and stridency. Tp
$43.00 150pp
THE SHADOW OUT OF TIME: THE
CORRECTED TEXT
This is Lovecraft’s last major story,
written in a four-month period from
November 1934 to February 1935. It was
first published in Astounding Stories for
June 1936. And yet, this text has never
been published as Lovecraft wrote it –
until now. The recent discovery of
Lovecraft’s handwritten manuscript
allows readers to appreciate this
magnificently cosmic story exactly as
originally written. Tp $43.00 136pp
SERGEI LUKYANENKO
DAY WATCH
Nightwatch #2. Alice, a young, but
powerful, Dark Other, leaves her house to
attend a meeting with her comrades in
the Day Watch. The team is on a mission
to apprehend an uninitiated Other. When
they arrive, the Night Watch team has
already made the arrest. A fierce battle
ensues, during which Alice almost dies.
She is sent to recuperate at a youth camp
near the Black Sea, where she meets Igor.
The chemistry between them is instant
and irresistible, but then comes the
shattering realisation: Igor is a Light
Mage. Suddenly Alice remembers him as
one of those involved in the battle that left
her crippled. Now there is no alternative
to a magical duel, a battle that neither of
them wants to win. Tp $32.95
ERIN MCCARTHY
BIT THE JACKPOT
Vampire Seamus Fox is supposed to be
the campaign manager for a Vampire
Nation presidential candidate. Instead, he
finds himself running around Vegas
keeping tabs on the candidate’s wife and
female entourage. Seamus has had his fill
of women: a disastrous and deadly love
affair has haunted him for over two
centuries. But suddenly he finds himself
obsessed with a mysterious stripper who
dances behind a screen. The sultry, yet
shy, Cara Kim, whets his appetite for
more, but leave it to Seamus to fall fangs
over feet for that rarest of Vegas
attractions - a good girl. After a sudden
run-in on the street, though, they may
soon have a lot more in common... Tp
$29.95 299pp
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KELLY MCCLYMER
THE SALEM WITCH TRYOUTS
Prudence Stewart had it all at Beverly
Hills High - straight A’s, the cutest crush
and a sweet gig as captain of the
cheerleading squad. Then poof! Mom and
Dad announce they’re moving to Salem,
Massachusetts. Turns out, Pru comes
from a long line of witches and it’s time
for her to learn the craft. Buh-bye, Beverly
Hills High, hello, Agatha’s Day School!
But Pru’s not about to trade in her spirit
stick for a broomstick! She’s sure she can
keep her kewl, until she discovers it’s all
magic, all the time and she’s failing
Witchcraft 101. Tp $16.95 261pp
BRANDON MASSEY
WITHIN THE SHADOWS
At just 31, Andrew Wilson has it all - close
friends, a great house and a successful
career as a mystery writer. Only one thing
is missing, a special person to share it
with. Then one day he meets someone
new, a woman who seems almost too
good to be true. Beautiful, smart and
sophisticated, Mika Woods is everything
that Andrew has ever wanted and more at first. After one night of passion,
Andrew soon discovers that Mika isn’t
quite who she appears to be. Or even
what she appears to be. But it’s too late to
turn back. Mika has been waiting a
lifetime for a man like Andrew. And what
she wants, what she desires, she will
have, no matter who has to die… Pb
$16.95 448pp
ROBIN T POPP
TEMPTED IN THE NIGHT
Nightslayer #2. For Jessica Winslow, the
only good vampire is a staked vampire.
Driven by revenge, the fiery brunette takes
insane risks to destroy the undead
wherever she finds them. Now she
pursues her most fiendish target ever - and
finds herself competing with the razorsharp street smarts of a dangerously
seductive man... Pb $16.95 322pp
TIM POWERS
SOUL IN A BOTTLE
A first edition of a 1968
book of poems, with a
sonnet that appears in
no other copy, a
mysterious girl with a
special fountain-pen,
who needs a special
favour and an old
woman who warns
used-book
dealer
George Sydney that
helping the girl he's fallen in love with
will mean that he will never have fallen in
love. Hollywood Boulevard, with its bars
and used-book stores and the legendary
Chinese Theater, is the psychic killing
ground where Sydney must learn the
rules of an old supernatural rivalry and
choose to save either the woman he loves,
or his soul. Hb $48.00 82pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

CATHERINE SPANGLER
TOUCHED BY DARKNESS
Dr Kara Cantrell settled
in the sleepy town of
Zorro, Texas, convinced
she and her child had
escaped the sinister
reach of a supernatural
underworld. But now
dark
forces
may
jeopardise her new life.
Her only hope is
Damien Morgan, a
dangerous,
alluring
man
with
superhuman abilities. He and Kara share a
mystical link that triggers desires they
must ignore. But as they work together to
protect her son and begin tracking the evil
stalking them, something threatens to
push them toward the edge of darkness.
Pb $16.95 292pp
TIM WAGGONER
DARKNESS WAKES
In the small town of Ptolemy, darkness is
a living thing. A powerful thing. Its home
is in the shadows of a bizarre, hidden club
named Penumbra, where it is worshipped
by followers who need the pleasure it
gives them. They are addicted to it. They
live for it and they kill for it. When Aaron
was first introduced to Penumbra, he
thought it was just a secret club where
members could indulge their kinkier
fantasies. Bit by bit, as he learned the
club’s true purpose, he began to change in
subtle, horrible ways. Now it’s time for
Aaron to prepare his first human sacrifice
to the waiting darkness. It’s too late for
him to back out now, but murder is the
least of Penumbra’s sins. Pb $16.95 321pp
EILEEN WILKS
BLOOD LINES
FBI agent Cynna Weaver teams up with
sorcerer Cullen Seabourne to help
identify elected officials who have
accepted demonic pacts. But the passion
simmering between them - and their
investigation - spiral out of control when
an ancient prophecy is fulfilled. Pb $18.95
338pp
STEPHEN WOODWORTH
FROM BLACK ROOMS
Violet #4. As a former Violet, an elite
crime-fighter with the power to channel
murder victims, Natalie is now using her
paranormal gift to summon the spirits of
legendary painters. But she’s about to
discover how far some people will go to
keep their hold on her – and others like
her…. To protect her young daughter and
herself, Natalie must search for a
scientist’s only living test subject – a
handsome, but tortured, artist to whom
she is dangerously attracted. For he is
caught in the grip of two opposing forces,
one that wants his survival, another that
wants him and anyone connected with
him – destroyed… Pb $16.95 334pp

11

SCIENCE FICTION &
FANTASY REFERENCE
S T JOSHI & DAVID E SCHULTZ (EDS)
AN H P LOVECRAFT
ENCYCLOPEDIA
This encyclopedia is an exhaustive guide
to many aspects of Lovecraft's life and
work, codifying the detailed research on
Lovecraft conducted by many scholars
over the past three decades. It includes
hundreds of alphabetically arranged
entries on Lovecraft and presents
extensive bibliographical information. The
volume draws upon rare documents,
including thousands of unpublished
letters, in presenting plot synopses of
Lovecraft's major works, descriptions of
characters in his tales, capsule biographies
of his major colleagues and family
members and entries on little known
features in his stories. Tp $59.95 339pp
CHRISTINA SCULL
& WAYNE HAMMOND
THE J R R TOLKIEN COMPANION
AND GUIDE: READER’S GUIDE
A comprehensive in-depth companion to
Tolkien's life and works, including
synopses of all his writings and a Tolkien
gazetteer, who's who and chronology.
One of two volumes comprising this
guide includes histories and discussions
of his works, analyses of the components
of his vast 'Silmarillion' mythology; brief
biographies of persons important in his
life, accounts of places he knew, essays on
topics such as Tolkien's interests and
attitudes towards contemporary issues,
ideas found in his works, adaptations,
and invented languages and checklists of
his published works, his poetry, his
pictorial art and translations of his
writings. Hb $80.00 1256pp
CHRISTINA SCULL
& WAYNE HAMMOND
THE J R R TOLKIEN COMPANION
AND GUIDE: CHRONOLOGY
A comprehensive companion to Tolkien's
life and works, this chronology traces
Tolkien's progress, from his birth in South
Africa in 1892, to the battlefields of France
and the lecture-halls of Leeds and Oxford,
to his success as the author of The Hobbit
and The Lord of the Rings, until his death
in 1973. Thousands of details have been
drawn from letters, contemporary
documents in libraries and archives, and
a wide variety of other published and
unpublished sources. Hb $80.00 996pp
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What We’ve Been Reading...
Immortal Prince by Jennifer Fallon (Pb $21.00, due March). Fallon
begins her latest epic asking the question of how an immortal, tired of
immortality, might find his way to death? With her vivid style and
snappy dialogue, Fallon embarks on a rollercoaster ride of mortal and
immortal machinations, as the ruthless and immoral Tide Lords emerge
from a thousand years of hiding into a world where everyone has
attributed the stories of their existence to myth. Everyone, that is,
but the mysterious and secretive Cabal, who watch and wait in the
shadows, searching for a way to protect humanity from the Tide Lords
return. - Mark
I have made some great reading choices lately if I
do say so myself… Beguilement (Sharing Knife #1)
by Lois McMaster Bujold (Hb $56.00). I will read
anything Bujold writes – she’s that good. This, while
very different to her multi-award winning Vor
series and different again from her Chalion books,
is just brilliant. The story is almost completely
focused on the two protagonists - Dag, a patroller,
and Fawn, a young runaway, their differences in
culture and a blossoming romance between them.
The mystery that surrounds the Sharing Knife of the title is set up
here to be dealt with in the sequel. I can’t wait to read it!! - Steph
Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine (Pb $16.95) With lots of people
excited about the sequel Fairest (Hb $25.00) being released at
Christmas, I thought I’d try this. Since this type of story (fairy-tales
with a twist) is one of my favourites, I don’t know how I missed it until
now. For the first half, I was enjoying the book and quite happily reading
it – but just not quite getting what all the fuss was about. Then I got it!
What a fantastic book. Fairest is now at the top of my to-be-read pile.
- Steph
The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold (Pb $22). I had
been told this was an important read and it is
completely true. It is the sad story of a girl
murdered by her neighbour, who then watches her
family grieve for her. The metaphors are beautiful
and Susie's descriptions of her world and that of
the living are poetic and touching. I cried a little at
times, because you can't help but reflect on the
nature of death and how we mourn. - Sofia

COMPETITION
To win a proof copy of the new book by Robert Holdstock, The Broken Kings,
name the novel for which he won the World Fantasy Award. Mail, fax or email
(competition@galaxybooks.com.au) your answer along with your name and
address. Entry closes 18 Feb 2007. Entry open to Galaxy Cardholders only.

COMPETITION WINNERS
The winner of a copy Michael Liddy’s debut novel, Openland is Larry Meng.
Congratulations!

