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Named for the legendary SF author, these
awards recognise the best science fiction
novel first published in Great Britain
during the previous year.
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
Learning the World by Ken MacLeod
Pushing Ice by Alastair Reynolds
Air by Geoff Ryman
Accelerando by Charles Stross
Banner of Souls by Liz Williams
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BRAM STOKER NOMINEES
These awards recognise superior achievement in horror writing and are named for the
author of the seminal horror work Dracula. Nominees include:
BEST NOVEL
COLLECTION
Headstone City
Destinations Unknown
by Tom Piccirilli
by Gary Braunbeck
Lisey's Story
American Morons
by Stephen King
by Glen Hirshberg
Ghost Road Blues
The Commandments
by Jonathan Maberry
by Angeline Hawkes
Pressure by Jeff Strand
The Empire of Ice Cream
Prodigal Blues
by Jeffrey Ford
by Gary A Braunbeck
Basic Black:
Tales of Appropriate Fear
FIRST NOVEL
by Terry Dowling
Ghost Road Blues
by Jonathan Maberry
The Keeper by Sarah Langan
Bloodstone by Nate Kenyon
The Harrowing
by Alexandra Sokoloff

SCIEN CE FICTION
AND FANTAS Y
SYLVESTER ABANTERIBA
POETIC RETRIBUTION FROM
MARS
In a bid to divert attention from its
deficiencies, a country sends a worldrenowned scientist to the moon for a year
of make-believe research. After a year of
space travel, the ship finally lands on
Mars. What the scientist finds, however,
is dramatically at odds with what was
previously known about this planet...
there is life on Mars. Tp $29.95 572pp
ALEX ARCHER
THE CHOSEN
Rogue Angel #4. Archaeologist Annja
Creed believes there’s more to the
apparitions of Santo Niño, the Holy Child,
luring thousands of pilgrims to Santa Fe.
Other sightings of strange and anomalous
creatures in the area indicate a mystery
more profane than sacred, with links,
perhaps, to Annja’s own fate. But she is
not alone in her quest to separate
reliquaries from unholy minds who dare
to harness sinister power. A dangerous,
yet enigmatic, Jesuit sworn to protect the
Vatican at any cost, a brilliant young
artist whose genius portrays a truth too
potent for words and a famed monster
hunter with a terrifying agenda are the
keys to the secrets that lie in the heart of
Los Alamos and unlocking the door to the
very fabric of time itself… Pb $16.95
347pp
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NEAL ASHER
AFRICA ZERO
The Collector rampages across a far
future Africa populated with genespliced vampires, resurrected mammoth
and nutters with APWs... Tp $29.00 169pp
TONY BALLANTYNE
CAPACITY
Society in the 23rd century runs
smoothly and peacefully with the aid of
Social Care operatives such as Judy 3.
Meanwhile, benevolent AIs, under the
control of the near mythical Watcher, seem
to have solved all mankind’s problems
and, with their aid, humans have begun to
explore the surrounding universe. But
why does every AI that visits the planet
Gateway commit suicide within just hours
of arriving there? Justinian Sibelius has
arrived on the planet to find a reason. But
how can someone with merely human
intelligence solve a puzzle that has
defeated minds far greater than his own?
And what if it should turn out that the
Watcher is not as benevolent as people
once believed? Pb $19.95 437pp
KAGE BAKER
GODS AND PAWNS:
STORIES OF THE COMPANY
These eight stories, reprinted for the first
time, delve further into the history and
exploits of the Company and its
operatives, including Mendoza, Lewis
and Alec. Hb $54.00 335pp
DEREK BENZ & J S LEWIS
RISE OF THE BLACK WOLF
Grey Griffins #2. Max and his fellow
Grey Griffins, Ernie, Harley and Natalia,
set off on another extraordinary
adventure - travelling to Scotland to visit
Max’s dad for the winter holidays. Once
again, the Grey Griffins must do battle
with the forces of evil - Fireball Pixes,
Werewolves and Morgan the Black
Witch. And when Max’s dad disappears,
it’s up to the Grey Griffins to rescue him,
with the help of Knights of Templar. Hb
$20.00 309pp
ANNE BISHOP
BELLADONNA
Ephemera #2. Through the twilight of
waking dreams come these words:
‘Heart’s hope lies within belladonna.’ For
Michael, an Elandar magician, the riddle is
the first step on a journey that will reveal
the true nature of the power he wields and
will lead him to the woman who haunts
his dreams - Glorianna Belladonna. For
Glorianna, the arrival of Michael and his
sister Caitlin opens doors to other
landscapes and shows her the possibilities
that live within her own heart. But Michael
is more than a potential lover. He holds the
key to saving Ephemera from the Eater of
the World. Will he keep his secret in order
to save the woman he loves, or will he give
Glorianna the key to saving the world and destroying herself? Pb $21.00 448pp
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BEN BOVA
POWERSAT
America needs energy and Dan
Randolph is determined to provide it. He
dreams of an array of geosynchronous
powersats, satellites which would gather
solar energy and beam it to generators on
Earth - a daring new program. But, after
his experimental low-orbit space plane to
breaks up on re-entry, he’s left on the edge
of bankruptcy. Worse, Dan discovers that
saboteurs are responsible for knocking the
space plane out of the sky... and are willing
and able to kill again to keep it grounded.
Pb $16.95 434pp
KEVIN BROCKMEIER
THE BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
DEAD
Laura Byrd is in
trouble.
Three
weeks ago she
and her friends
found themselves
alone in one of
the coldest, most
remote places on
earth. Her friends
set out in search
of help and now
Laura
realises
that they are not
coming back. So
she gathers her remaining supplies and
sets out on an extraordinary journey.
Meanwhile in another city, more and
more people arrive every day. Each has a
different story to tell, but their accounts
have one thing in common - it was their
final journey. Pb $22.00 252pp
MICHAEL BUCKLEY
THE PROBLEM CHILD
The Sisters Grimm #3. For Sabrina
and Daphne Grimm, the latest in a long
line of fairytale detectives, there is one
mystery they want to solve more than any
other - who kidnapped their parents?
With the help of her little sister, Sabrina
finds a powerful weapon for fighting her
enemies and discovers that magic has a
high price. Hb $20.00 292pp
JACK CAMPBELL
FEARLESS
The Lost Fleet #2. Captain John ‘Black
Jack’ Geary tries a desperate gamble to
lead the Alliance Fleet home through
enemy-occupied space, only to lose half
the Fleet to an unexpected mutiny. Pb
$16.95 295pp
MICHAEL CARROLL
SAKKARA
New Heroes #2. As Colin, Danny and
Renata struggle to come to terms with
their new-found super powers, evil
megalomaniac Victor Cross finds help in
the form of a horrifically scarred villain...
Pb $15.00 336pp
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NEW TITLE

CLASSIC TITLE

IMMORTAL PRINCE

THE DISPOSSESSED

TIDE LORDS #1
JENNIFER FALLON
Pb $21 400pp

URSULA LE GUIN
Pb $21.95 336pp

Many things make a writer stand out
amongst the crowd - depth of vision,
creative imagination, the ability to handle
intricate plots, characterisation and of
course being able to ‘tell a good yarn’.
Tick all the boxes and you have
bestselling author Jennifer Fallon, who having established herself at the
forefront of Australian Fantasy Fiction
with her previous nine novels - embarks
on what promises to be her most
ambitious project to date. With each
successive trilogy she has written Fallon
has challenged herself and her craft to
deliver a book better than the last and The Immortal Prince,
Book One of The Tide Lords, is no exception as she asks how
an immortal, tired of immortality, might find his way to death.
The history of the world of Amyrantha is littered with
unexplainable cataclysms that have changed its face many
times over. Kingdoms and Empires have risen and fallen, land
masses have disappeared and somewhere along the way the
Crasii, a part-animal, part-human race have evolved to serve
humanity as its slaves. Across the world, the myth of the Tide
Lords, beings of incredible power and immortality, litters folklore
and superstition, but such fancies are scoffed at by the scientific
and academic minds of Glaeba, the most civilised Kingdom of
Amyrantha; until Kyle Lakesh, sentenced to death for murder,
doesn’t die when he is hanged.
Eager to disprove the man’s claims of actually being Cayal, the
Tide Lord known in legend as the Immortal Prince, the
authorities call on Arkady Desean, the foremost authority on the
myths of the Crasii – and the Duchess of Lebec. In a world
dominated my men, Arkady has struggled against the
discrimination of women in academia and the fawning that her
noble marriage brings her; desperate to prove herself, she is
determined to expose him for the fraud he must be.
Behind the scenes lurk the mysterious Cabal, a group of men
and women who are the inheritors of humanity’s battle against
the deprivations of Tide Lords. Charged with finding a way to
protect mankind, the organisation has existed for centuries as
the Tide Star has waxed and waned and the Tide Lords’ power
has waxed and waned with it. Now the Tide has turned and they
must begin to gather their strength as their ruthless and immortal
enemies begin to emerge from a thousand years of hiding.
Thus begins a rollercoaster ride of mortal and immortal
machinations that are truly epic in scope. This story pushes
more boundaries than any of Fallon’s previous works and bursts
with passion and adventure, romance and warfare, magic and
science, as well as her trademark style of vivid settings and
snappy dialogue. The Immortal Prince will have you begging
for more! – Mark

143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000
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An alienated physicist is driven from his
home planet to another world and finds
many of his beliefs challenged as he
attempts to reunite the two worlds. Its
pace is typical of Le Guin (if you found
the Wizard of Earthsea slow, you won’t
like this) and it’s certainly lacking in
space battles and giant cosmic
explosions. It is however, very good. It
won the Hugo and Nebula Awards in
1975, so I’m not alone in this opinion.
The basic premise goes something like
this:
The protagonist Shevek lives in an anarchistic and spartan
society which has existed on the moon of Anarres for 200 years.
In this society, property and ownership are forbidden. There is
no centralised government and no one can make you do
something you don’t want to: Sort of. The colony was created
when the Odoists, (similar to unionists and commies) of Urras,
the sister planet of Anarres, revolted. To appease them, they
were given the arid moon to live upon as they saw fit, allowing
capitalism to continue unimpeded back home.
Physicist Shevek runs into trouble when the theories that he is
developing have practical applications which would be both life
changing and lucrative to all worlds, if he can finish them.
He finds himself increasingly isolated from his countrymen as he
observes the hypocrisy rife within his society. Adherence to mob
mentality has grown to be almost as strong as any formalised
laws.
Shevek attempts to challenge and expose these failings, but
rocking the anarchist boat does not make him any friends. As the
powers that be (which aren’t supposed to exist in the first place)
attempt to hinder his research, Shevek decides that the best
place for him to continue his work is to leave his home planet
and travel to Urras. Life on an arid commune on the moon has
not sufficiently prepared him for life in the fast lane, and it isn’t
too long before he comes to appreciate the home from which he
left on such bad terms.
The physicist also comes to suspect that, should he complete
his work, it may be kept as the private property of the elite of
Urras, rather than being universal public domain as he had
always intended.
Part of the beauty of this book is in the realisation of the
characters. Shevek’s relationships with people from across the
two worlds are complicated and real. Le Guin is a master of
empathy and you can certainly relate with the characters, as
they are all given fair representation, leaving the reader to form
their own opinions.
Another aspect that appealed to me is the work that Shevek is
struggling to complete is suitably life changing, whilst not falling
into the standard SF clichés (say, a new space bomb). If you’re
in the mood for a different kind of SF, certainly give this one a
look. - Geoff
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ROBERT CARTER
WHITEMANTLE
Language of
Stones #3. As civil
war
tears
the
Realm apart, the
sorcerer Maskull’s
plans to bring
about
a
catastrophe that
will rob the world
of
magic
are
coming to fruition.
The
wizard
Gwydion knows
that the only hope for the future lies with
Willand, the young man he believes to be
the reincarnation of King Arthur. But Will
is beset with doubts. He is being stalked
by the Dark Child, the twin from whom
he was separated at birth and who now
serves Maskull. And, as the magic
gradually begins to fade from the world,
the powers of Gwydion, his mentor and
friend, seem to be fading too, leading Will
to despair that the destruction of the war
will ever be halted, or Maskull ever
defeated. Pb $20.00 496pp
KYLIE CHAN
RED PHOENIX
Dark Heaven #2. When Emma
Donahoe took the position of nanny to
John Chen’s daughter Simone, she never
expected to be caring for the child of a
Chinese god and she didn’t expect that
demons would want him dead. Nor has
moving from nanny to partner in his
heavenly realm made Emma’s life any
easier. Now a powerful race of demons
has been created to hunt her and her
family from Hong Kong to Europe and she
and Simone have become targets - pawns
to be used in a deadly celestial power play.
Pb $21.00 563pp
KATE CONSTABLE
THE TASTE OF LIGHTNING
Tansy, Perrin, and Skir could hardly
be more different - a laundry-maid, a
swordsman and a young Priest-King,
whose countries are at war. But their
frantic escape from Arvestel thrusts them
together. Pursued by soldiers, haunted by
the Witch-Woman’s sinister magic, they
ride for their lives through hostile lands.
To survive they must learn to trust each
other, strip away the layers of deception
that surround Skir and challenge the
tyranny of the
Witch-Woman. But
what will happen if
all
truths
are
revealed? And will
the power of the
Priest-King
be
enough to bring
peace
to
the
Threelands?
Pb
$15.95 276pp
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M F W CURRAN
THE SECRET WAR
For thousands of years a secret war
has been fought between Heaven and
Hell. Daemons and angels, vampyres and
knights, clash for the future of mankind
and, as the two sides wage war across the
world, innocent people are caught up in
the conflict – men like Captain William
Saxon and Lieutenant Kieran Harte, two
great friends who have recently survived
the horrors of the Battle of Waterloo. Now,
they face a greater struggle against the
daemonic forces of Count Ordrane and the
clandestine ambitions of the Vatican. Their
only allies are an old man, a fading secret
organisation in the Church and an
enigmatic warrior, who may hold the key
not only to the friends’ fates, but to the fate
of all mankind. Hb $45.00 407pp
TERRY DEARY
THE FIRE THIEF
Prometheus stole fire from Zeus
and gave it to humans. Zeus and the gods
then punished Prometheus by chaining
him to a rock and having an eagle tear out
his liver every day and every night his
liver grew back. After 8000 years of
agony, Prometheus has finally broken
free of his chains. His delight at his new
freedom doesn’t last long though, for the
gods send the Eagle after him and hunt
him down. Desperate to escape his
vicious pursuer, Prometheus realises
there is one great escape route - to travel
through time. Prometheus travels to Eden
City, falling in with a motley band of
rogues. His new friends get in trouble
and he wants to use his titanic powers to
help them, but here’s the big catch - if he
uses his powers the Eagle can sense his
presence through time and track him
down. Will Prometheus save his friends
and risk his liver-loving enemy finding
him? Hb $20.00 253pp
MARK DEL FRANCO
UNSHAPELY THINGS
In the alleys of the decrepit Boston
neighbourhood known as the Weird,
fairy prostitutes are turning up dead. The
crime scenes show signs of residual
magic, but the Guild, which polices the
fey, has more important crimes to
investigate and dumps the case on
human law enforcement. Boston police
call in Connor Grey, a druid and former
hotshot Guild investigator, whose
magical abilities were crippled after a
run-in with a radical environmentalist elf.
As Connor battles red tape and his own
shortcomings, he realises that the
murders are not random, but part of an
ancient magical ritual and if Connor can’t
figure out the killer’s MO, the
culmination of the spell might just bring
about a worldwide cataclysm. Pb $18.95
305pp
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PHILIP K DICK
VOICES FROM THE
STREET
Stuart Hadley is a young radio electronics
salesman in early 1950s Oakland,
California. He has what many would
consider the ideal life - a nice house, a
pretty wife and a decent job with
prospects for advancement. Yet he still
feels unfulfilled - something is missing
from his life. Hadley is an angry young
manan artist, a dreamer, a screw-up. He
tries to fill his void first with drinking and
sex and then with religious fanaticism,
but nothing seems to be working and it is
driving him crazy. He reacts to the love of
his wife and the kindness of his employer
with anxiety and fear. Hb $54.00 301pp
CAMERON DOKEY
BEAUTY SLEEP
A Once Upon a Time novel. Cursed at
birth, Aurore is fated to prick her finger at
the age of 16 and sleep for 100 years, until
a prince awakens her with a kiss. So, to
protect her, Aurore’s loving parents
forbid any task requiring a needle.
Unable to sew or embroider like most
little princesses, Aurore instead explores
the castle grounds and beyond, where her
warmth and generosity soon endear her
to the townspeople. On her 16th birthday,
Aurore learns that the impending curse
will harm not only her, but the entire
kingdom as well. Unwilling to cause
suffering, she will embark on a quest to
end the evil magic. The princess’s bravery
will be rewarded as she finds adventure,
enchantment, a handsome prince and
ultimately her destiny. Pb $9.95 186pp
HAL DUNCAN
INK
The Book of
All Hours #2. It’s 20
years since the
Evenfall
swept
across the Vellum
and the bitmites
took reality apart.
Across the folds of
time and space,
rogues and rebels
are
rising
up
against the Empire.
From a mediaeval
fortress where wandering mummers
stage a Harlequin play, to Kentigern
where another Harlequin, Jack Flash,
wreaks havoc on a fascist state that
thought him dead. From a 1939 Paris
where Jack Carter and Seamus Finnan,
heroes of the International Brigades, seek
to rewrite history, to a 1929 Berlin where
a very different Jack seeks to save the
world from a history he has helped make
real. Locked in an eternal battle of chaos
and order, it seems everyone must play
their part now, as rebel or tyrant, hero or
villain. Hb $59.95 600pp
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JENNIFER FALLON
IMMORTAL PRINCE
Tide Lords #1. On the world of
Amyrantha, the immortals have power
over the natural elements, their power
peaking every 1,000 years at the high tide
of the Tide Star. At the time of the 10,000year King Tide there is an opportunity for
one Tide Lord to gain supremacy... and
this time is fast approaching. Arkady, a
historian, stumbles across Cayal, a
madman claiming to be a Tide Lord.
Amyrantha is in the throes of a scientific
renaissance and men of science have a
new Theory of Human Evolution which
does not admit magic. But Cayal
introduces Arkady to the other members
of his race - the Tide Lords... Over the
aeons, their power struggles have
annihilated entire populations and a final
crisis looms for the immortals and the
human and part-human populations. Pb
$21.00 400pp
MINISTER FAUST
FROM THE NOTEBOOKS OF DR
BRAIN
They’re Earth’s mightiest superteam and
dysfunctional as hell. Omnipotent Man: a
body with the density of steel and a brain
to match. The Flying Squirrel: aging
playboy industrialist by day, avenging
krypto-fascist by night. Iron Lass:
mythology’s greatest warrior, but the
world might be safer if she had a
husband. X-Man: Formerly of the League
of Angry Blackmen... but not formerly
enough. The Brotherfly: Radioactively fly.
Power Grrrl: Perpetually deciding
between fighting crime or promoting her
latest album, clothing line, or sex scandal.
Having finally defeated all archenemies,
the members of the Fantastic Order of
Justice are reduced to engaging in toxic
office politics that could very well lead to
a superpowered civil war. Only one
woman can save them from themselves Dr Eva Brain-Silverman, aka Dr Brain, the
world’s leading therapist for the
extraordinarily-abled. Tp $29.95 390pp
KATE FORSYTH
HERB OF GRACE
Chain of Charms #3. It is the
fifth year of the Lord Protector’s rule and
not safe nor seemly to love bright colours,
nor music, nor dancing, nor magic, nor
any of the things that the gypsies most
loved and which made them who they
were. But now life for the Finch tribe has
gone even more horribly wrong, they
have been thrown into gaol with only
three weeks to live. The only members of
the family to escape are Emilia and her
cousin Luka. They have been entrusted to
find the six charms – then, perhaps, the
gypsies could once again have some luck.
What Emilia and Luka do not realise is
that there is a price to be paid for each
lucky charm and that the cost may prove
too high... Hb $16.95 256pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

W MICHAEL GEAR
COYOTE SUMMER
Eastern education will not help
Richard Hamilton as he faces the brutal
winter wilderness on the frontier, alone
and armed with only his and the
determination to discover the elusive
truth about his love, Heals Like a Willow.
Pb $16.95 672pp
MARY GENTLE
ILARIO: THE LION’S EYE
Ash Universe. Ilario is born
hermaphrodite, a true genetic chimera.
Found abandoned on the steps of a chapel
of the Green Christ, in one of the minor
Iberian kingdoms, Ilario is fostered by
Federico, an impoverished Iberian noble,
who plans to gift Ilario to the king,
hoping to gain favour at court. At the age
of 15, Ilario joins King Roderigo as the
King’s Freak, but then Rosamunda,
Ilario’s birth mother, arrives. The secret of
Ilario’s shameful birth must be kept
hidden, lest the resulting scandal ruin
Rosamunda’s husband, Videric, the
king’s most powerful advisor. When
Ilario is freed by the king, he/she is
summoned by Rosamunda and when her
attempt to murder her child fails,
Rosamunda whispers ‘Run...’ And Ilario
does, across the Mediterranean, to
Carthage. Hb $59.95 663pp Tp $39.95
663pp
ADELE GERAS
TROY
The most famous war in history is
brought to life through the eyes of two
sisters. Marpessa is gifted with God-sight,
Xanthe has the healing touch. But then,
Aphrodite, Goddess of Love, decides to
play with their hearts... and contrives for
them to fall in love with the same young
warrior. Pb $17.00 362pp
MICHAEL GERBER
THE CHRONICLES OF
BLARNIA
First there was the parody, Bored of the
Rings, then Barry Trotter, now The
Chronicles of Narnia get the same
treatment. Pb $19.95 264pp
LAURA ANNE GILMAN
MORGAIN’S REVENGE
Grail Quest #2. King Arthur’s
Knights of the Round Table are preparing
once again to set out in search of the
legendary Holy Grail. This time Morgain
le Fay is determined to stop them at any
cost and she knows exactly who is
standing in her way. When she kidnaps
Ailis, the servant girl whose untrained
magical powers grow stronger with every
passing day, her vengeance seems to be
taking a terrifying turn. Gerard and Newt
must work together again to rescue their
best friend before it’s too late, before
Morgain turns Ailis to evil, before Ailis
helps Morgain destroy Camelot. Hb
$20.00 280pp
5

ROB GRANT
FAT
A satire of our obsession with body
image and of how the media makes us
what we are. Grenville is a fat man at his
wits end with the need to be thin.
Hayleigh is a teenage girl obsessed with
her terror of being fat. Jeremy is a selfabsorbed, self-adoring ‘conceptualist’
employed to promote the government’s
new ‘Fat Farms’. As Grenville deals with
the humiliation and daily indignity of
being fat, Hayleigh struggles to deal with
her anorexia and Jeremy comes to terms
with the dangerous lies at the centre of
the government’s new health regime, this
satire takes readers on a journey through
society’s all-consuming obsession with
fat. Tp $32.95 304pp
THOMAS GREANIAS
RAISING ATLANTIS
In Antarctica, a glacial earthquake
swallows up a team of scientists and
exposes a mysterious monument older
than the Earth itself. In Peru,
archaeologist Dr Conrad Yeats is
apprehended by US Special Forces to
unlock the final key to the origins of the
human race. In Rome, the Pope summons
environmental activist Dr Serena
Serghetti to the Vatican - and reveals a
terrifying vision of apocalyptic disaster.
These are the end times, when the
agendas of a lost civilisation and the
prophecies of the world’s great religions
lead a man and a woman to the shattering
discovery that will change the face of
humankind. Pb $18.95 337pp
MICHAEL HAGUE
THE BOOK OF FAIRIES
Travel through the lands of
fairies, goblins, brownies and elves in this
rich and varied collection of stories and
poems. This renowned fantasy illustrator
combines full-colour and black-andwhite artwork with the classic works of J
M Barrie, Hans Christian Andersen,
Christina Rossetti and others to bring the
magical world of fairies vividly to life. Tp
$20.00 125pp
ANDREA HAIRSTON
MINDSCAPE
For 115 years, an extraterrestrial,
epi-dimensional entity has divided the
earth into warring zones. Although a
treaty to end the interzonal wars has been
hammered
out,
power-hungry
politicians, gangsters and spiritual
fundamentalists are determined to thwart
it. Celestina, the treaty’s architect, is
assassinated and her protégé, Elleni, a
talented renegade and one of the few able
to negotiate the Barrier, takes up her
mantle. Now Elleni and a motley crew of
allies risk their lives to make the treaty
work. Can they repair their fractured
world before the Barrier devours them
completely? Tp $49.95 445pp
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ELIZABETH HAND
SAFFRON AND BRIMSTONE :
STRANGE STORIES
This collection includes such tales as The
Least Trumps, in which a lonely woman
reaches out to the world through symbols
and Pavane for a Prince of the Air, in which
a recently departed soul experiences
unrest after being subjected to neo-pagan
rituals. Tp $32.95 240pp
DAVID G HARTWELL
& KATHRYN CRAMER (EDS)
YEAR’S BEST FANTASY #6
W h e t h e r
learning
garden
magic, battling trolls,
or discovering one’s
relative mortality,
these
wondrous
stories tell of epic
heroes and ordinary
people performing
feats
of
glory,
honour
and
o c c a s i o n a l
ridiculousness. This year’s contributors
include Timothy J Anderson, Laird
Barron, Deborah Coates, Candas Jane
Dorsey, Esther Friesner, Neil Gaiman,
Gavin J Grant, Ann Harris, Alaya Dawn
Johnson, Claude Lalumiere, Yoon Ha Lee,
Kelly Link, Garth Nix, Tim Pratt, Patrick
Samphire, Heather Shaw, Delia Sherman,
Bruce Sterling, Jonathan Sullivan, Greg
Van Eekhout, Jeff Vandermeer, Liz
Williams, Connie Willis and Gene Wolfe.
Tp $32.95 355pp
ELIZABETH HAYDEN
THE ASSASSIN KING
Symphony of Ages #6. The Assassin
King opens with the arrival of a
mysterious hunter, a man of ancient race
and purpose, who endlessly chants the
names of the pantheon of demons that are
his intended victims, as well as one other
- Ysk, the original name of Achmed, the
Assassin King of Ylorc. Hb $56.00 384pp
AMANDA HEMINGWAY
POISONED CROWN
Sangreal #3. Whilst Nathan grows
and Bartlemy continues to watch over the
small family, strange occurrences begin to
plague the village. The Thorn family were
once the guardians of a strange cup of
greenish stone and set with jewels. When
it was lost, the family’s fortune soon
followed suit. Rumoured to have been
stolen by the Nazis during the war it has
now turned up at Sotheby’s and the last
of the Thorns is determined to get it back
by proving the original sale false.
Bartlemy joins his friend, Rowena Thorn,
in her campaign. But, the matter becomes
complicated and sinister when Nathan
discovers the body of the Austrian owner
in the wood nearby and begins to
experience disturbing visions involving
the cup itself. Tp $30.00 500pp
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TRACY & LAURA HICKMAN
MYSTIC EMPIRE
Bronze Canticles #3. 80 years have
passed since the Mystics founded
Calsandria and now their nation is mired
in politics and bloodlines. A woman with
no magic, Theona Conlan leads the
desperate search for the missing Prince of
House Arvad. In the faery realm,
Dwynwyn learns that slave creatures are
mastering a magic that threatens the
fragile peace between the faeries and their
enemies. And while the goblin Lunid
builds a device to reach across worlds,
her masters plot to use it for their own
dark ends. But unknown to them all, the
gates between realities are about to burst
open and plunge humans, faeries and
goblins into a war that can be won only
with an undiscovered magic… one that
will unite, or destroy, three worlds. Pb
$18.95 474pp
F E HIGGINS
THE BLACK BOOK OF SECRETS
When Ludlow Fitch’s parents
cruelly betray him, he steals away on the
back of a carriage and leaves behind the
stinking City. He arrives in the dead of
night at a remote village, where he
crosses paths with the tall and limping
figure of Joe Zabbidou. A pawnbroker
with a difference, Joe trades secrets, not
goods, for cash. Employed as Joe’s
assistant, Ludlow records the villagers’
fiendish confessions in an ancient leatherbound volume. Ludlow longs to trust his
mysterious master, but he senses Joe has
much to hide. But then Ludlow Fitch has
his own, very dark, secrets... Hb $19.95
320pp
ALICE HOFFMAN
SKYLIGHT CONFESSIONS
On the night that Arlyn Singer’s
father dies, she is certain her destiny will
find her. Some hours later, a young man
shows up at her door. Lost in a strange
town, John Moody is an architectural
student, serious, reserved and deliberate.
And he has no inkling that the tall, redhaired girl, whom he has asked for
directions will haunt him for the rest of
his life. John Moody takes Arlyn to live in
a house made of glass, the Glass Slipper.
Her life there is not the romantic destiny
she envisaged. She dreams of escape for
herself and her children, Sam and Blanca,
but her eventual escape, too, is not the
one she dreamed of... Years later, Arlyn is
gone, and Meredith Weiss arrives at the
Moody house. Sam, now a teenager, is
careening down a path of drug-fuelled
self-destruction, while John Moody is
tormented by visions of a red-haired
woman in white. Meredith sets out to try
to save this troubled family, but will her
devotion be enough to pull them back
from the fate they seem to have chosen
for themselves? Tp $29.95 262pp
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ROBERT HOLDSTOCK
BROKEN KINGS
Merlin Codex #3. The hill below the
fortress of Taurovinda, stronghold of
Urtha, High King of the Cornovidi, is
coming alive: the Otherworldly realm of
the Shadows of Heroes is claiming the
land as their own. But this time their
actions are driven by a force that is darker
and older than even the oldest among the
ghosts. Who or what is raising the Dead?
Merlin, a temporary resident in the
fortress, must answer that question if this
time of kings and lovers is to be saved.
Jason’s wonderful ship, Argo, has
returned, drawn back by her own guilty
past and a dreadful secret that she will
reveal only to Merlin. Argo holds the key
to the mystery. And Niiv, the bewitching,
beautiful Northlands enchantress, is
working her way even closer into
Merlin’s charms. This is a journey that
will take Merlin back in history and to a
fabled island of legend. Love is in the air,
but at a price. Pb $35.00 320pp
CONN IGGULDEN
WOLF OF THE PLAINS
Conqueror #1. Temujin, the second
son of the khan of the Wolves tribe, was
only 11 when his father died in an
ambush. His family were thrown out of
the tribe and he was left alone, without
food or shelter, to starve to death on the
harsh Mongolian plains. It was a rough
introduction to his life, to a sudden adult
world, but Temujin survived, learning to
combat natural and human threats. A
man, a small family, without a tribe was
always at risk but he gathered other
outsiders to him, creating a new tribal
identity. It was during some of his worst
times that the image of uniting the
warring tribes and bringing the silver
people together came to him. He will
become the khan of the sea of grass,
Genghis. Tp $33.00 458pp
DIANA WYNNE JONES
PINHOE EGG
A Chrestomanci Novel. Using magic is
always dangerous and it always has
consequences, so even the bestintentioned witch or warlock needs help
and guidance from time to time. Even so,
in the village around Chrestomanci
Castle, all sorts of magical misuses are
going on, of which very few people seem
to be aware! When Cat Chant finds the
egg in Gammer Pinhoe’s attic, he knows
he has to have it. Marianne Pinhoe isn’t
sure what Gammer will think about that,
but she lets him take it anyway. Rumour
has it it’s an elephant egg, but Cat’s
convinced it’s a dragon’s egg. Within the
safety of Chrestomanci Castle, the egg
eventually hatches and at the same time,
chaos breaks out in the surrounding
village. Can Cat and Marianne get to the
root of the problem and can Cat’s new
charge help? Pb $20.00 464pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

MARVIN KAYE (ED)
THE FAIR FOLK
In The Kelpie by Patricia A McKillip,
a carefree circle of bohemian artists is
confronted by a being more powerful
than any muse. Jane Yolen and Midori
Snyder weave a tale of two sisters longexiled from their magical realm who must
survive in ours, in Except the Queen. In
Tanith Lee’s UOUS, a young woman with
a rotten family is granted three wishes by
a handsome elf - and learns that nothing
good comes free of charge. Kim Newman
introduces an intrepid government
investigator whose latest case pits him
against a sinister brood of fairy folk
known as The Gypsies in the Wood. And the
serenity of the Elves is tested in a wry
fable of a long-suffering magical
apprentice who can’t catch a break, in
Craig Shaw Gardner’s The Embarrassment
of Elves. Tp $32.95 433pp
SHERRILYN KENYON
DREAM HUNTER
In the ethereal world of
dreams, there are champions who fight to
protect the dreamer and there are demons
that prey on them... Arik is such a
predator. Condemned by the gods to live
eternity without emotions, Arik can only
feel when he’s in the dreams of others.
For 1,000 of years, he’s drifted through
the human unconscious, searching for
sensation. Now, he’s finally found a
dreamer whose vivid mind can fill his
emptiness. Pb $19.95 352pp
KATHARINE KERR
GOLD FALCON
Deverry: Dragon Mage #4. The
powerful dweomermaster Nevyn has
been reincarnated, but young Neb knows
nothing of his previous life. Orphaned
following a cholera epidemic, Neb and
his younger brother arrive at the desolate
farm of their last living relative and soon
learn that a worse plague lurks beyond
the western border of Deverry. Although
they have powerful allies in the Westfolk
dweomermasters
Dallandra
and
Salamander, they are also facing mighty
enemies, enemies that they have fought
before in past lives they no longer
remember... Pb $21.00 528pp
RUDYARD KIPLING
MARK OF THE BEAST
Rudyard Kipling was a major
figure of English literature, who used the
full power and intensity of his
imagination and his writing ability in his
excursions into fantasy. He began writing
fantasy and supernatural stories set in his
native continent, such as The Phantom
Rickshaw and The Strange Ride of
Morrowbie Jukes, and his most famous
weird story is The Mark of the Beast (1890),
about a man cursed to transform into a
were-leopard. This collects all Kipling’s
weird fiction for the first time. Pb $22.95
580pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

ELIZABETH KNOX
DREAMQUAKE
Dreamhunter
#2. The horror of the
Rainbow Opera riot
is the talk of
S o u t h l a n d .
Dreamhunter Grace
Tiebold’s reputation
is in tatters and her
niece Laura Hame is
in hiding. But the
nightmare has only
just begun. Rumours about the
government’s torture of prisoners have
been buried and corrupt minister Cas
Doran is free to take his plans to shocking
heights. For at a secret depot deep within
the Place, a new, terrifying dream has been
unearthed - waiting to wreak havoc on the
country and give Cas Doran ultimate
power. Laura and Rose know they must
stop him, but in doing so they start a chain
of events that could shake dreamhunting
to its knees and blow open the deepest
mysteries of the Place... Tp $25.00 514pp
MERCEDES LACKEY
& ROSEMARY EDGEHILL (EDS)
BEDLAM’S EDGE
Bedlam’s Bard #5. A volume of all
new urban fantasy, with a stellar line-up
of the best new fantasy writers, such as
Roberta Gellis, Dave Freer and Eric Flint,
Diana Paxton and more, including two
new stories and an afterword by
Mercedes Lackey herself, as well as a
story by Rosemary Edghill. Pb $18.95
367pp
JAY LAKE
AMERICAN SORROWS
Includes Lake’s Hugo-nominated
novelette, Into the Gardens of Sweet Night.
Tp $49.95 246pp
JAY LAKE & FRANK WU
GREETINGS FROM LAKE WU
Greetings From Lake Wu has nine of
Jay Lake’s stories with new illustrations
by Frank Wu, in addition, the tenth story,
Who Sing But Do Not Speak, was written as
a prose response to one of Frank’s
original paintings, itself inspired by
James Tiptree, Jr’s classic story, Love is the
Plan, The Plan is Death. Tp $49.95 246pp
JUSTIN LARBALESTIER
MAGIC LESSONS
Reason #2. 15-year-old Reason
has learned the
painful truth that
she, her mother,
grandmother and
friends must make
a choice, to use the
magic that lives in
her blood and die
young, or refuse to
use the magic and
lose her mind. Pb
$19.95 275pp
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EDWARD M LERNER
MOONSTRUCK
The moon has suddenly acquired its
own satellite - a two-mile-across starship
that represents a hitherto unsuspected
Galactic Commonwealth. The F’thk, a
vaguely centaur-like member species for
whom Earth’s ecology is hospitable, have
been sent to evaluate humanity for
prospective membership. As Earth’s
scientists struggle to understand their
secretive appraisers, odd inconsistencies
emerge. The Galactics’ arrival may
signify the start of a glorious new era, or
it may presage the cataclysmic end of
human civilisation. Which outcome do
the aliens really desire... Pb $18.95 406pp
JANE LINDSKOLD
WOLF HUNTING
Firekeepers #5. Still in Liglimon,
Firekeeper and Blind Seer respond to a
request for assistance from Truth, the
soothsayer-jaguar. Then, while helping
Truth, Firekeeper and her companion
come across evidence of elaborate
investigations into kinds of ancient
magic’s taboo in Liglimoshti culture. It
appears more people in Liglimon are
willing to flout this taboo than anyone
cares to admit and Firekeeper and Blind
Seer decide their duty is to find out more.
But Truth knows more than she’s telling the Voice that guided her out of madness,
may well be a person the Liglimoshti call
‘The Meddler,’ - a dangerous trickster
figure. But Truth doesn’t own up to this
until far too late… Pb $18.95 605pp
KELLY LINK
MAGIC FOR BEGINNERS
In
this
prize-winning
collection, this writer takes the ordinary
and makes it strange - and the strange
and makes it ordinary. Taking themes
from horror and fantasy, these stories
transform them into the stuff of delicate
lyrical fantasy, with a distinctive and
effervescent blend of humour and pathos.
Pb $23.00 270pp
HOLLY LISLE
TALYN: A NOVEL OF KORRE
In a world where technology is magic
and war is the only way of life, Talyn is a
soldier raised from birth to fight for her
people and her country. She long ago
embraced her fate - to die in battle. So
when a shocking peace sweeps her land,
she’s cast adrift and easily seduced by an
outsider’s touch, his new magic – but his
passions are evil and run deep and Talyn
soon finds herself twisted by his touch.
Through him she discovers darkness
within herself she’d never suspected – and
the mistreatment of prisoners of war, the
creeping blackness sneaking through her
land, the insidious evil that no one even
suspected their peacekeepers of bringing.
Now she must weigh her life against her
honour if she is to help her people regain
their freedom... Pb $16.95 608pp
Ph 9267 7222

FAX 9261 3691

TRACEY LYNN
SNOW
A Once Upon a Time Novel. A
modern retelling of the ‘Snow White’ fairy
tale. The Duchess Jessica flees to London
to escape her murderous new stepmother.
Going by the name Snow to hide from her
family, she falls in love with an odd band
of outcasts who accept her into their
makeshift family. Pb $9.95 186pp
KINLEY MACGREGOR
KNIGHT OF DARKNESS
For centuries, she’s been the assassin
for the infamous Merlin, even though her
mother sits at the right hand of their
enemy, Morgen le Fey. Now both her
mother and Morgen have decided that
it’s time she take’s her place on their side
of the conflict. Normally, telling them no
wouldn’t be a problem, except for the fact
that the good guys she protects think
she’s an even worse demon than the ones
they fight. Then her mother gives her a
simple choice: join Morgen’s Circle of the
Damned or see an innocent woman die.
Pb $15.00 384pp
LINDA MCNABB
VALLEY OF SILVER
Dragon Charmers #2. Logan and his
friends realise their imprisonment of the
dangerous Red Dragons will not hold and
when they eventually break free of their
enchantment they will seek a terrible
revenge. With the help of the dragons
Silverhorn and Braveheart, the friends flee
in search of Logan’s lost parents, who hold
the key to their survival – which is also the
key to the destruction of the world for
humans. Pb $15.00
GEORGE MANN (ED)
THE SOLARIS BOOK OF NEW
SCIENCE FICTION
A collection of all-original science fiction
stories from some of the foremost
luminaries in the genre. Features new
tales of far future murder, first contact,
love and war from such well-regarded
and award-winning authors as Peter F
Hamilton, Stephen Baxter, Eric Brown,
Paul Di Filippo, Neal Asher, Jay Lake and
Ian Watson. Pb $18.95 408pp
GAIL Z MARTIN
THE SUMMONER
Chronicles of the Necromancer #1. The
comfortable world of Martris Drayke,
second son of King Bricen of Margolan, is
shattered when his older half-brother,
Jared, and Jared’s dark mage, Foor
Arontala, kill the king and seize the
throne. Tris flees with three friends Soterius, captain of the guard, Carroway,
the court’s master bard and Harrtuck, a
member of the royal guard. Tris suspects
he may be the heir to the power of his
grandmother, Bava K’aa, once the greatest
sorceress of her age. Such magic would
make Tris a Summoner, the rarest of magic
gifts, capable of arbitrating between the
living and the dead. Pb $18.95 637pp
GALAXY BOOKSHOP

JAMES MOLONEY
DOOMSDAY
The Doomsday Rats #5. The
Doomsday Rats have found the special
moths they need to destroy the purple
flowers that give the heartless Malig
Tumora power over the adults. But the
moths are not the voracious eaters the
children had hoped. Berrin is desperate to
unlock the secret of the moths’ appetites,
but even if he succeeds, Malig Tumora is
mounting a renewed offensive using a
new weapon the Rats can’t defeat until
they know it’s there... A do-or-die
showdown with the evil Gadges seems to
hold the key to victory for both sides, but
as the struggle finally swings the way of
the Rats, Berrin faces a new dilemma - to
destroy Malig Tumora could mean
destroying the loved ones he is trying to
save. Pb $15.00 193pp
LUCY MONROE
MOON AWAKENING
Children of the Moon #1. Emily
Hamilton volunteers to marry a Scottish
laird in order to save her younger sister,
but she can’t save herself from being
kidnapped by a werewolf clan and its
wild-hearted leader. Pb $18.95 323pp
ELIZABETH MOON
THE SERRANO LEGACY
Omnibus #1 containing Hunting
Party, Sporting Chance & Winning Colours.
Heris Serrano was destined for a life in
the Regular Space Service - until a
treacherous superior officer forced her to
resign her commission. This was the end
of everything that gave her life meaning.
But her new life aboard a rich old lady’s
space cruiser is nothing like she expected
and she is soon fighting for her life. Tp
$29.95 1096pp
STAN NICHOLLS
THE DIAMOND ISLE
Dreamtime #3.
Desperate to find a
cure for the curse of
immortality and
debilitating visions
that torment him,
Reeth Caldason has
traded his fighting
skills for potential
access to powerful
ancient magic. But
now
Reeth
is
trapped on the Diamond Isle, fending off
the pirates who plague the surrounding
waters, as he struggles to understand his
true nature and the spectre of war
looms... Tp $32.95 441pp
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GARTH NIX
LADY FRIDAY
Keys to the Kingdom #5. The
Piper’s New Nithling army controls most
of the Great Maze and Superior Saturday
is causing trouble wherever she can.
Arthur can’t even find out what is
happening back home. Lady Friday
makes Arthur a tempting offer. But is it a
cunning trap for the Rightful Heir or a
golden opportunity that he must seize before Superior Saturday or the Piper
beats him to it? Who will win the race to
discover the secret of the Middle House?
Pb $15.95 288pp
ANDRE NORTON
THREE HANDS FOR SCORPIO
Drucilla, Sabina and Tamara,
identical sisters born to Desmond, Earl of
Skorpys, understand the price of being
princesses in a realm bordered by fractious
neighbours. For generations their land has
been plagued by incursions, raiding
parties and more serious conflicts with
Gurlyon, the land to their North. But when
these three plucky young ladies are
kidnapped as part of a plot to undermine
their father’s realm, they are taken to a
mysterious realm where they experience
terrors unlike anything they could
imagine. Pb $16.95 340pp
KIM NOVIK
BLACK POWDER WAR
Temeraire #3. With the Chinese
threat neatly dissolved, Temeraire is free
to return to Britain and continue to help
his friends defend their country. But
before they board the ship, Laurence,
now a member of the Chinese Imperial
family by adoption, receives orders from
the British Air Corps that he and
Temeraire are not to sail with the British
forces. Instead they must take a different,
more dangerous route to collect three
dragon eggs which the government have
purchased from the Turkish. And even
before they leave, they discover that Lien
has left China before them, intent upon
revenge. She wants to destroy Temeraire
by stripping him of all that he holds
dear... Tp $25.00 341pp
JERRY OLTION
PARADISE PASSED
To Ryan Hughes, the trip to Alpha
Centauri had been his whole life. He was
been eight years old when they left, but
his memory of life on Earth has all but
disappeared for lack of shipboard
reminders. He had grown up on the ship,
he liked it there, the immense void
between stars was part of his life, but
other people weren’t so lucky. The
colonists developed many different ways
of coping with the uncertainty of the
voyage. Finding one habitable planet
should be cause for celebration, but
finding two such planets could rend the
crew and its families apart. Tp $58.00
310pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

JERRY OLTION
TWENTY QUESTIONS
This collects 20 of the author’s finest
stories from the past decade. Tp $49.95
247pp
PAUL PARK
WHITE TYGER
White Tyger #3. Miranda Popescu is
at the fulcrum of a deadly political
and diplomatic battle between conjurers
in a fantasy world where Roumania, now
occupied by the German army, is still a
leading European power. Her enemies
are the mad Baroness Ceausescu, serving
as a figurehead-of-state and the ghost of
the sinister Elector of Ratisbon. A Princess
of Roumania brought the teen-aged
Miranda and her two best friends into the
conflict, from a place of safety in our
world. Now she suffers a reversal and is
captured by the baroness, along with her
true mother, who was held prisoner in
Germany since Miranda’s birth. Hb
$56.00 304pp
K J PARKER
EVIL FOR EVIL
Engineer #2. Civitas Vadanis is in
trouble. The Mezentines have declared
war; and the Mezentines are very
focussed on their goals when it comes to
killing. Duke Valens, of Civitas Vadanis,
has a dilemma. He knows that his city
cannot withstand the invading army, yet
its walls are his only defence against the
Mezentines. Perhaps the only way to save
his people is to flee, but that will not be
easy either. Ziani Vaatzes, an engineer
exiled by the Mezentines for his
abominable creations, has already proven
that he can defend a city. But Ziani
Vaatzes has his own concerns and the fate
of Civitas Vadanis may not be one of
them. Tp $32.95 599pp
FIONA PATTON
THE SILVER LAKE
The Warriors of Estavia #1. In
Anavatan, the city of the Silver Lake, the
gods manifest on a regular basis. But if
you are among the unpledged, it is hard
to survive, especially during the threenight-long chaos known as Havo’s Dance.
When Havo’s storms sweep through
Anavatan, anyone who is unaffiliated had
best find a safe place to hide or risk
madness or death. But this year, three
young street orphans have been chosen
for special attention by Incasa, the god of
prophecy. These three boys-thieves and
con artists will discover their destinies.
One will be bound by a life-or-death
pledge that will see him marked as the
future Champion of the War God,
another forced to walk a perilous road as
he seeks to master his talent as a seer and
the last will be cast forth from the city and
claimed by the hungry spirits seeking a
way into Anavatan and the precious
power contained in the Silver Lake. Pb
$18.95 484pp
143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000

SALVADOR PLASCENCIA
THE PEOPLE OF PAPER
Amidst disillusioned saints hiding
in wrestling rings, mothers burnt by
glowing halos and a Baby Nostradamus
who sees only blackness, a gang of flower
pickers heads off to war, led by a lonely
man who cannot help but wet his bed in
sadness. Part memoir, part lies, this is a
book about the wounds inflicted by first
love and sharp objects. Hb $39.95 245pp
FREDERIK POHL
PLATINUM POHL:
THE COLLECTED BEST STORIES
This collection includes the Hugo and
Nebula Award-winning novelette Fermi
and Frost and the Hugo Award-winning
The Meeting (written with C M
Kornbluth). It also includes Pohl’s Hugo
and Nebula finalist novella The Gold at
Starbow’s End, Nebula finalist Shaffery
Among the Immortals, Growing up in Edge
City, and The Greening of Bed-Stuy and
Hugo finalist Servant of the People. Tp
$37.00 463pp
BRUCE HOLLAND ROGERS
THE KEYHOLE OPERA
This award-winning author lives
and writes in Eugene, Oregon, the tie-dye
capital of the world. In 2004, his story Don
Ysidro won the World Fantasy Award for
short fiction. Since January 2002, for five
dollars a year, subscribers in 60 countries
have been receiving short-short stories by
Bruce Holland Rogers in their email
boxes. The stories are an unpredictable
mix of literary fiction, science fiction,
fairy tales, mysteries and work that is
hard to classify. Many of the stories in
The Keyhole Opera began as subscription
stories and went on to be published in
magazines and anthologies. Tp $58.00
231pp
RUDY RUCKER
MAD PROFESSOR
A collection of 12 mind-bending
science fiction stories that probe the outer
limits of possibility. Rucker, an
accomplished computer scientist and
mathematician with numerous science
books and novels to his credit, brings his
deep and varied knowledge of the mind,
mathematics and the ever-weird and
wondrous workings of the physical
universe to the stories collected here. In
Chu and the Nants we read of a bizarre
future following a Verge Singularity, in
which hyper-intelligent computers have
taken over the solar system. Panpsychism
Proved breaks down the boundaries
between mind and matter, exploring the
notion that “every object has a mind.”
And Six Thought Experiments Concerning
the Nature of Computation is an
exhilarating collection of mini-stories
taking us to the outrageous extremes of
theoretical speculation. Tp $35.00 301pp

9

JOHN SCALZI
OLD MAN’S WAR
John Perry did two things on his
75th birthday. First he visited his wife’s
grave. Then he joined the army. The good
news is that humanity finally made it into
interstellar space. The bad news is that
planets fit to live on are scarce and alien
races willing to fight us for them are
common. So, we fight - to defend Earth
and to stake our own claim to planetary
real estate. The bulk of humanity’s
resources are in the hands of the Colonial
Defence Force. Everybody knows that
when you reach retirement age, you can
join the CDF. They don’t want young
people, they want people who carry the
knowledge and skills of decades of living.
You’ll be taken off Earth and never
allowed to return. You’ll serve two years
at the front and if you survive, you’ll be
given a generous homestead stake of your
own, on one of our hard-won colony
planets. John Perry is taking that deal. He
has only the vaguest idea what to expect.
Because the actual fight, light-years from
home, is far, far harder than he can
imagine and what he will become is far
stranger. Pb $16.95 318pp
JONATHAN STRAHAN (ED)
FANTASY: THE VERY BEST OF
2005
The daughter of a beloved children’s
author becomes entangled in a classic
tale, a dedicated club of gourmands
pursues the strangest and most exotic
meal ever, the Ferryman on the river Styx
takes a boatman’s holiday, some kids at
camp tell scary stories of a monster just
beyond the reach of the campfire’s light
and, after nearly 40 years, Peter S Beagle
continues the beloved adventures of a
magician and a girl who once met a
unicorn. These are just some of the 16
outstanding stories that this acclaimed
anthologist has assembled in his second
annual survey of the best new fantasy
stories of the year. Tp $49.95 245pp
JONATHAN STRAHAN
SCIENCE FICTION:
THE VERY BEST OF 2005
A herd of dinosaurs wander the fields of
rural Vermont, a young girl discovers
what happens when you’re no longer a
goddess in near-future India, Asimov’s
Three Laws of Robotics are put to the test
as a family is split apart and then
redefined, the last man in the universe,
stranded on Mars, searches for meaning
with a pop song and an artificially
intelligent turtle questions Intelligent
Design and evolution. These are just
some of the 14 award-nominated stories
that this acclaimed anthologist has
assembled in his third annual survey of
the best new science fiction stories of the
year. Tp $49.95 343pp

Ph 9267 7222
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TRICIA SULLIVAN
SOUND MIND
When Cassidy Walker stumbles into
the middle of the highway, bloodied and
bruised, with Bard College in flames
behind her and manages to flag down a
ride, she thinks the worst is over.
Arriving in the nearby town of Red Hook,
she tries to call her parents, but the phone
lines are down. The town, it seems, is cut
off from the rest of the world. But that’s
not the strangest thing. Nobody in Red
Hook has even heard of Bard College.
Furthermore, they claim that Cassidy is
not a music student, but a hand at the
local stable. The world is fracturing.
Cassidy just knows it - just as she knows
that she is responsible. As Cassidy
undertakes the ultimate road trip,
through bubbles of reality, she will find
that everything she thinks she knows
about herself is wrong. Is she losing her
mind or is the world a far more complex
place than she thought? Pb $22.95 368pp
JUDITH TARR
KING’S BLOOD
Rite of Conquest #2. Red William, the
eldest son of William the Conqueror, has
inherited the throne, but his decision to
leave magic out of his rule causes the land
to wither and die. The fate of Britain lies
in the hands of Edith, princess of Scotland
and Henry, the youngest son of the
Conqueror. Both are highly gifted in
magic, but only the blood of a king will
cleanse the realm from the evil infesting
it. Pb $18.95 372pp
COLIN THOMPSON
SURVIVOR
Floods #4. The youngest child in the
Flood family, Betty, is a pretty little girl,
who looks quite normal - unlike some of
her brothers and sisters. She goes to the
normal primary school down the road
and she even has a normal best friend,
Ffiona Hulbert. But Betty is not normal she is a witch. When Bridie McTort, the
school bully, starts throwing her weight
around, Betty knows exactly what to do.
And when Ffiona’s dad gets bullied at
work, Betty knows how to fix that too.
Meanwhile, Winchflat Flood has been
watching old Frankenstein movies and
has decided he wants to build a human of
his own... Pb $14.95 203pp
RONDA THOMPSON
CURSED ONE
Wild Wulfs of London #3. Wed
and widowed in one day, stunning
socialite Amelia Sinclair’s honeymoon is
anything but typical. Then again, neither
is Amelia – rebellious and impulsive,
marrying Robert Collingsworth was the
one sensible thing she ever did. Now he’s
dead and she must escape the vicious
creatures stalking her, even if it means
relying on a stranger. Pb $12.95 320pp
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HARRY TURTLEDOVE
GRAPPLE
Settling Accounts #3. The United
States have found their fighting form at
last. Pushed back from Pittsburgh, by
1944 the Confederate States of America
are struggling to hold their ground
against an American army that seems to
grow stronger by the day. Deep in the
heartland the extermination camps
continue, but when all hope seems lost for
their victims, the United States army
turns at last towards the Texas plains. The
fate of both sides, though, may lie
elsewhere. A new menace appears in the
Atlantic, intent on attacking the United
States and scientists on both sides of the
rapidly-moving border have nearly
perfected an awesome new weapon that
will guarantee victory for whoever uses it
first. Pb $19.95 816pp
JACK VANCE
LURULU
Myron Tany, rebellious scion of a
wealthy family, tours the Galaxy on a
very questionable interstellar freighter, in
search of his lurulu. Against the backdrop
of the Gaean Reach, first the story of Jaro
Fath unfolds - from wildling orphan to
spaceship captain, a tale of adventure and
discovery. Pb $21.00 208pp
JEFF VANDERMEER
SHRIEK: AN AFTERWORD
Narrated with flamboyant intensity
by one-time society figure Janice Shriek,
and presenting a vivid gallery of strange
characters and even stranger events, this
is an account of the adventures of her
brother Duncan, an historian obsessed
with a doomed love affair and a dark
secret that may kill or transform him. It
involves, too, a war between rival
publishing houses which threatens to
change Ambergris forever and rivalry
with a marginalised race known as the
‘grey caps’ who, armed with advanced
fungal technologies, wait underground
for a chance to recover the city that was
once theirs. Pb $19.95 400pp
DEBBIE VIGUIE
MIDNIGHT PEARLS
A Once Upon a Time novel. In a quiet
fishing village 17 years ago, one lone
fisherman rescued a child from the sea.
He and his wife raised the girl, Pearl, as
their own daughter, never allowing
themselves to wonder long about where
she came from, or notice her silver hair,
usually pale skin, and wide, dark blue
eyes. As all the other girls her age find
husbands, she has only one friend to ease
her loneliness. One very special, secret
companion - Prince James. But their
friendship is shaken when trouble erupts
in the kingdom, a conspiracy against the
royal family combines with an evil
enchantment from beneath the sea. Pb
$9.95 186pp
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DAVID WEBER
OFF ARMAGEDDON REEF
Humanity pushed its way to the
stars and encountered the Gbaba, a
ruthless alien race that nearly wiped them
out. Earth and her colonies are now
smouldering ruins and the few survivors
have fled to distant, Earth-like Safehold,
to try to rebuild. But the Gbaba can detect
the emissions of an industrial civilisation,
so the human rulers of Safehold have
taken extraordinary measures: with mind
control and hidden high technology,
they’ve built a religion in which every
Safeholdian believes, a religion designed
to keep Safehold society medieval
forever. 800 years pass. In a hidden
chamber on Safehold, an android from
the far human past awakens. He plans to
make the acquaintance of King Haarahld
and Crown Prince Cayleb, and maybe,
just maybe, kick off a new era of
invention. Which is bound to draw the
attention of the Church and, inevitably,
lead to war. Hb $56.00 605pp
OLD SOLDIERS
A Bolo novel. Captain Maneka Trevor
was the sole human survivor of the
Dinochrome Brigade’s 39th Battalion, but
she hadn’t wanted to be one. The Bolo
known as ‘Lazarus’ Unit 28/G-179-LAZ,
was the 39th’s sole surviving Bolo, but he
hadn’t been hers. The doctors and the
Bolo techs have put them both back
together again, yet there are wounds no
doctor or technician can heal. And now
Maneka and Lazarus must serve together
once again, in a war whose stakes are
literally the survival or extermination of
the human race. Pb $18.95 394pp
SUZANNE WEYN
WATER SONG
A Once Upon a Time novel. Young,
beautiful and wealthy, Emma Pennington
is accustomed to a very comfortable life.
Although war rages abroad, she hardly
feels its effect. She and her mother travel
from their home in Britain to the family
estate in Belgium, never imagining that
the war could reach them there. But it
does. Soon Emma finds herself stranded
in a war-torn country, utterly alone.
Enemy troops fight to take over her
estate, leaving her with no way out. With
all of her attention focused on survival
and escape, Emma hardly expects to find
love. But the war will teach her that
people aren’t always what they seem and
magic lurks everywhere. Pb $9.95 186pp
JACK WHYTE
EAGLE
Camulod #9. Arthur, his queen
Guinevere and Lancelot share a vision of
uniting all the peoples of Britain, but the
dark forces that oppose them and the
growing love between Lancelot and
Guinevere could destroy everything that
they have been working toward. Hb
$55.00 592pp
WWW.GALAXYBOOKS.COM.AU

KATE WILHELM
WHERE LATE THE SWEET
BIRDS SANG
SF Masterworks #67. The Sumner family
can read the signs: the droughts and
floods, the blighted crops, the shortages,
the rampant diseases and plagues, and,
above all, the increasing sterility all point
to one thing. Their isolated farm in the
Appalachian Mountains gives them the
ideal place to survive the coming
breakdown and their wealth and knowhow gives them the means. Men and
women must clone themselves for
humanity to survive. But what then? Pb
$22.95 250pp
TAD WILLIAMS
SHADOWPLAY
Shadowmarch #2. Darkness has fallen
on the lands of the sun as an army of
misshapen fey spill out from beyond the
Shadowline. At their head is Yasammez,
dark creature of nightmare. A furtive
bargain was struck at the gates of
Southmarch and the castle was spared,
but centuries of enmity will not be so
easily appeased. Meanwhile Barrick, heir
to Southmarch and cursed with madness,
has crossed the Shadowline into the realm
of his people’s ancient enemy. There are
stranger things than death here - stranger
and older. Much further south, shadow is
also falling over the reign of the Autarch,
god-king, and supreme ruler. And
beyond the ken of all but a chosen few,
the gods are awakening and the world is
changing ... Tp $32.95 672pp
SUSAN WRIGHT
TO SERVE AND SUBMIT
Marja was born a child of the
fens, young, beautiful and free. Her days
were spent working with her poor family
and communing with the ethereal olfs,
the playful spirits of the land, until
Lexander, a procurer for the pleasure
house of Vidaris, comes to her small
village and purchases her from her father.
At Vidaris, Marja is schooled as a slave in
the arts of seduction and carnal delight
and discovers her nature as a true
submissive. But when Lexander grants
Marja her freedom, she finds herself
swept away in a torrent of betrayal and
intrigue that threatens her beloved land.
And Marja will have to use all her
strength, skills and cunning to survive in
the war that is about to engulf them all.
Pb $16.95 332pp
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HORROR
C T ADAMS & CATHY CLAMP
HOWLING MOON
Sazi #4. Raphael is a former agent of the
shape-shifter secret police, forced into
retirement after a public scandal. Now,
he’s assigned to help a victim of a hideous
crime - a woman who has been attacked by
a serial killer and accidentally turned into
a were-jaguar. Worse yet, this woman
turns out to be his fated mate and his pack
wants her dead... and so does the serial
killer. Now, Raphael must choose between
destiny and duty. Pb $16.95 372pp
L A BANKS
THE DAMNED
Vampire Huntress #6. Damali, Carlos and
the Guardian team are recovering in the
Arizona desert, trying to hold it all
together and find out how much love, and
how much war, they still need to make,
until the demon consort Lilith changes
everything. The Damned are seeping out
from below and a new contagion is
spreading simply by touch. For Damali
and Carlos, time is running out. With
Armageddon near, they will approach a
pinnacle of power and the shocking secret
of salvation. Pb $18.95 499pp
CHARLES BUTLER
THE LURKERS
When Verity sees a weird semi-visible
figure, her brother John tells her it is a
harmless Lurker. But Lurkers feed on
human imagination and this one is using
John to become more solid and
independent. When Verity discovers the
Lurker’s secret plan, she must fight to
save her brother’s mind. Pb $15.00 170pp
B H FINGERMAN
BOTTOMFEEDER
Trapped in a dead-end job, Philip finds
his life taking a most unusual detour after
he tangles with a vampire and finds
himself trying to maintain some kind of
normal life as his bloodlust drives him to
hunt for prey. Pb $29.00 268pp
COLLEEN GLEASON
THE REST FALLS AWAY
Gardella #1. In every generation, a Gardella
is called to accept the family legacy of
vampire slaying and this time, Victoria
Gardella Grantworth is chosen, on the eve
of her debut, to carry the stake. But as she
moves between the crush of ballrooms and
dangerous, moonlit streets, Victoria’s
heart is torn between London’s most
eligible bachelor, the Marquess of Rockley
and her enigmatic ally, Sebastian Vioget.
And when she comes face to face with the
most powerful vampire in history, Victoria
must choose between duty and love. Pb
$16.95 360pp
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LORI HANDELAND
RISING MOON
Nightcreature #2. Denizens of The Big Easy
know its steamy nights can hide any
number of sins and secrets. Private-eye
Anne Lockhart is counting on it. Her life
has been in a holding pattern ever since
her sister Katie disappeared without a
trace, but when a clue leads Anne to a jazz
club in the French Quarter, everything
changes. Rising Moon’s proprietor, John
Rodolfo, is mysterious in his own right, a
gifted musician who reaches deep into
Anne’s soul and whose mere presence taps
into desires she can’t afford to indulge.
Unlocking John’s secrets is harder than
Anne had anticipated. What’s far too easy
is surrendering to him. And now someone,
or something, is stalking the innocent and
the guilty, and waiting for Anne’s next
move. Pb $16.95 338pp
KIM HARRISON
EVERY WHICH WAY BUT DEAD
Rachel Morgan #3. To avoid becoming the
love-slave of a depraved criminal
vampire, bounty-hunter and witch,
Rachel Morgan, is cornered into a deal
that could promise her an eternity of
suffering. But eternal damnation is not
Rachel’s only worry. Her vampire
roommate, Ivy, has rediscovered her taste
for blood and is struggling to keep their
relationship platonic, her boyfriend, Nick,
has disappeared, perhaps indefinitely,
and she’s being stalked by an irate pack of
werewolves... Pb $21.00
A FISTFUL OF CHARMS
Rachel Morgan #4. It
would be wise for
witch and bounty
hunter, Rachel Morgan,
to keep a low profile
right now. Her new
reputation for the dark
arts has piqued the
interest of Cincinnati’s
night-prowlers, who
despise her and long to
bring an end to her interference, one way
or another. Nevertheless, Rachel must risk
exposure. Her ex-boyfriend, Nick, has
stolen a priceless Were artefact, and, as
tempting as it may be to let the Weres tear
him apart, Rachel feels obliged to attempt
a rescue. But other sinister forces also
covet the relic Nick has hidden. Some who
desire it so badly, they will take the city and everyone in it - apart to wield its
frightening power. Pb $21.00
JEMIAH JEFFERSON
A DROP OF SCARLET
When a beautiful vampire scientist,
specializing in blood diseases, develops a
drug to cure her lover’s mental instability
due to his transformation into the
undead, word hits the streets and
vampires come from all over the world to
get their hands on this miraculous cure.
Pb $16.95 342pp
Ph 9267 7222
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What We’ve Been Reading...
Dead and Dateless by Kimberly Raye (Pb $16.95). Fans of the spooky
love genre (Horror Romance) should try Kimberly Raye’s (so far) two
books on Countess Lil Marchette. Yes, Lil’s constant references to
clothing and shoe brands are irritating, but there’s enough sexual
tension and humour to block it out. In Dead End Dating, (Lil
Marchette #1 Pb $16.95), we find out she runs a dating agency. In
Dead and Dateless, (Lil Marchette #2), her latest assignment is to
find unsuspecting alpha males for 27 soon-to-be-on-heat female
werewolves. And then, on top of that, she’s been framed for murder
and has to seek refuge with a certain sexy bounty hunter. I give it
3.5/5 pink hearts! - Sofia
To Serve and Submit by Susan Wright (Pb $16.95). I didn’t think I’d
like this, particularly because I could tell just from the cover that this
author has a penchant for S & M and that creeped me out initially. But
its a surprising, almost classy, take on the subject, mostly because
there’s a political plot and careful world-building which earns it 4 out
of 5 hearts.
In a Norse-like setting, Marja is sold to the owners
of a slave-training academy, where she learns the art
of pleasure. Then when she is given her freedom, her
eyes are opened to the cruelty of the real world. But
there’s more to Marja than meets the eye, as she can
communicate freely with the little ‘olf’ spirits of the
land. Soon she is a key player in a political
struggle/love story, as her heart’s desire is to be
reunited with her one true love in a land slowly
collapsing into war. Jacqueline Carey fans will either
love it or hate it, because the style is either homage,
or none-to-subtle rip-off of the Kushiel series. - Sofia
Gil’s All Fright Diner by A Lee Martinez (Pb $14.95). If Monty Python
were going to write/do a movie of a horror novel, this would be it!
There were scenes I could clearly see them acting out. This has a bit
of fun with the familiar story of a small American town in economic
decline being possessed by demons and other naughty people. A lot of
fun. - Steph
Fairest by Gail Carson Levine (Hb $25.00). Set in the same world as
Ella Enchanted (Pb $16.95), but without any of the previous
characters, this was just lovely. Recommended for fans of fairy tale
retellings. - Steph

COMPETITION
To win a copy of M J Harrison’s new novel, Nova Swing, name the first in the
series. Mail, fax or email (competition@galaxybooks.com.au) your answer along
with your name and address. Entry closes 18 Mar 2007. Entry open to Galaxy
Cardholders only.

COMPETITION WINNERS
The winner of a proof copy of Robert Holdstock’s The Broken Kings is Csilla
Radvanyi. Congratulations!

