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BRAM STBRAM STOKER OKER AAWWARD ARD WINNERSWINNERS From 1977, we occupied space at 66 King Street, near
the corner of King and York, home firstly to Penguin
Bookshop, Oxford & Cambridge Bookshop and
Bargain Bookshop, then eventually Abbey's Bookshop
when we moved out of the Queen Victoria Building.
It was here in 1978 that Jack Winning (now Managing
Director) returned from overseas to work for us again. He had previously
been the Accountant for our other business, Book Wholesale Company -
a whole other story for another time!
This is when we made our first steps into computerisation, initially only
for the accounts under the guidance of Tony Oosthuizen. The computer
printouts were over 50cm wide with punch-holes down each side and I
thought I'd have to mutate and grow more eyes to read from one side of
the page to the other! Point-of-sale computerisation of the stockholding
didn't happen until we moved to 131 York Street eight years later.
Looking back over forty years, I'm amazed by the number of places in
which we've had bookshops - certainly not forty years in one place! We
wandered around the city (including Centrepoint) and suburbs (including
Paddington, Taylor Square and Bondi Junction), opening small specialist
bookshops. At one time we had ten shops! Ron
was always coming back from a long lunch to
declare he'd found another good spot!
However, Abbey's did not become so well-known
until we amalgamated our shops in 1986 at 131
York Street, where we remain today. Galaxy
Bookshop, our science fiction shop, opened in
1975 in Bathurst Street, but is also now nearby at
143 York Street. Language Book Centre, which
began at 127 York Street, with Hanni Baaske as
manager, is now here on the first floor of Abbey's.
While we treat it as a separate shop, to most of
our customers it is just another part of Abbey's.

Jack at his desk, circa 1978. The 'Been Booked Lately?' 
signs were used to advertise on rubbish bins around the city. 

The bins have now gone, but we're still here!

Abbey's Turns  40

EEvvee  AAbbbbeeyy

A Continuing Retrospective - Part 5

BEST NOVEL

The Missing by Sarah Langan

FIRST NOVEL

Heart-Shaped Box by Joe Hill 

LONG FICTION

Afterward, There Will be a Hallway 
by Gary Braunbeck

SHORT FICTION

The Gentle Brush of Wings 
by David Niall Wilson

ANTHOLOGY

Five Strokes to Midnight

by Hank Schwaeble 

COLLECTION (tie) 

Proverbs for Monsters by Michael Arnzen

5 Stories by Peter Straub 

NONFICTION

The Cryptopedia: 

A Dictionary of the Weird, Strange &

Downright Bizarre

Jonathan Maberry & David Kramer 

POETRY (tie)

Being Full of Light, Insubstantial 
by Linda Addison

Vectors: A Week in the Death of a Planet
by Charlee Jacob & Marge Simon  

TIPTREE TIPTREE AAWWARD ARD WINNERWINNER

The Carhullan Army by Sarah Hall

NEBNEBULA ULA AAWWARD ARD WINNERSWINNERS
NOVEL

The Yiddish Policemen's Union 

by Michael Chabon 

NOVELLA

Fountain of Age
by Nancy Kress 

NOVELETTE  

The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate
by Ted Chiang 

SHORT STORY

Always by Karen Joy Fowler 

SCRIPT

Pan's Labyrinth by Guillermo del Toro 

ANDRE NORTON AWARD

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

by J K Rowling 
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ALMA ALEXANDER
GIFT OF THE UNMAGE 
Worldweavers #1. Great things have

been expected of Thea, the seventh child
of two seventh children. With Cheveyo, a
mage, Thea has begun to weave herself a
new magical identity, infused with
elements of the original worlds. But back
home, Thea keeps her abilities hidden
and attends the Wandless Academy, the
one school on Earth for those who have
no apparent magical talent. It is there that
Thea realises that her enemies are
hungrier and more dangerous than she
knew. What’s more, her greatest strength
may be the powerlessness she has
resisted for so long. Pb $15.95 416pp
ROGER MACBRIDE ALLEN

FINAL INQUIRIES 
Starside #3. It’s a mission so top-

secret, not even their commanding officer
has been permitted to know the details.
BSI agents Jamie Mendez and Hannah
Wolfson are whisked aboard an Elder
Race ship, hurtling across the galaxy
towards the scene of a crime no one dares
to put into words. They’ve been
partnered with Brox 234, an agent of the
Kendari, humanity’s chief rival in the
endless game of interstellar diplomatic
threat and bluster. Mendez and Wolfson
quickly learn one thing for certain -
they’re about to face a threat so deadly
that only an alliance between the human
race and its fiercest foes will give any of
them even the slimmest chance of
survival. And even that chance is about to
slip away. Pb $13.95 432pp

TONI ANDREWS
BEG FOR MERCY
Mercy Hollings #1. I’ve never been

certain I’m human. Oh, the X-rays and
blood tests are normal and most people
have no reason to suspect I’m more than I
appear to be. But if I tell you to do
something? You do it, no ifs, ands, or
buts. I call my power the ‘press.’ My
name is Mercy Hollings and if you think
that having the power to control people
makes my life easy, you’re dead wrong.
Because when I get angry, everyone
around me is at risk - Sukey, my friend
who has frightening taste in men, my
clients, who, ironically, come to me for
help, my neighbours, who regard me as a
loner and Sam, a man who wants to know
my darkest secret. I have hurt people in
the past and I don’t want that to happen
again. But now a powerful stranger is
threatening the new life that I’ve made for
myself. And I’m afraid my anger is taking
over. Pb $13.95 320pp
ALEX ARCHER

THE SOUL STEALER
Rogue Angel #12. Annja Creed jumps

at the chance to join a fellow
archaeologist on a quest to find a relic.
But she’s not so thrilled about northern
Siberia, where they are hoping to
discover something buried in the long-
undisturbed soil of Russia’s frozen
terrain. When they reach the town of
Jakutsk, Annja is put off by its gray
landscape and highly superstitious
inhabitants. They claim they are being
hunted. Then one of the villagers goes
missing. The locals blame the Khosadam,
a ghost of a fallen goddess said to ingest
the souls of the departed, but there are no
fresh graves. When Annja seeks to
destroy the apparition, she discovers an
even more horrifying truth and hits what
seems to be a dead end. Pb $13.95 352pp
Due May
AMELIA ATWATER-RHODES

FALCONDANCE 
Kiesha Ra #3. Nicias has never felt

completely at home among the avians
and serpiente in Wyvern’s Court, despite
his loyalty to Oliza Shardae Cobriana, the
heir to both thrones. He is a falcon, the
son of two exiles from Anhmik and
images of this distant island have always
haunted his dreams. But when Nicias’s
visions become more like reality, his
parents have no choice but to send him
back to the homeland and a royal falcon
they’ve tried their best to forget. If Araceli
won’t bind Nicias’s newfound magic, it
could destroy him. In a place where
everyone is a pawn, only one other
woman has the potential to save Nicias.
But she holds the keys to a dangerous
power struggle that will force Nicias to
choose between his duty and his destiny.
Pb $15.95 208pp

JAMES AXLER
GRAILSTONE GAMBIT 
Outlander #44. Ushering in a new

age of magic, terror and human sacrifice,
the interloper once called Lord
Strongbow seeks an ancient relic that will
resurrect the dead. To rescue a culture
from barbarism, the Cerberus warriors
stand with a warrior queen in a final
challenge to turn the tide of ancient
madness that threatens to engulf the
entire world. Pb $13.95 320pp

GHOSTWALK
Outlander #45. A madman has

marshalled an army of incorporeal, alien
evil, a virus with intelligence now
scything through human hosts like
locusts. The Cerberus warriors must stop
the unstoppable, before humanity
becomes discarded vessels of energy for
ravenous disembodied monsters. Pb
$13.95 352pp Due May
PAOLO BACIGALUPI

PUMP SIX
The author’s debut collection

demonstrates the power and reach of the
science-fiction short story. Social
criticism, political parable and
environmental advocacy lie at the centre
of his work. These 11 stories represent the
his best work, including the Hugo
nominee Yellow Card Man, the Nebula and
Hugo nominated story The People of Sand
and Slag, and the Sturgeon Award-winning
story The Calorie Man. Hb $49.95 248pp
STEPHEN BAXTER

WEAVER 
Times Tapestry #4. The Weaver of

Time’s Tapestry has finally succeeded in
twisting the threads of history into a new
shape; the Luftwaffe have pushed the
RAF to the brink and the invasion barges
have reached the beaches of Sussex and
Kent. Britain wakes up to the nightmare
of the Wermacht unleashed in Southern
England. As the desperate battle to hold
up the invasion rages, it is left to a few
individuals caught up in the panic and
chaos to piece together what has really
happened. Tp $33.00 336pp
HILARI BELL

FORGING THE SWORD 
Farsala #3. Sorya, Kavi and Jiann do

everything they can to keep control of
what little land remains free from Hrum
rule. They have most of the peasantry, a
small, untrained army and the Suud
helping them, but there is still one
important piece missing - a sword that is
able to withstand the Hrum’s watersteel.
Without it, Farsala will fall. But what
none of these young heroes can foresee is
the growing desperation of the Hrum
leaders. It will lead them to break some of
their own laws and sacred pacts. It will
also reveal truths about the nature of war,
the nature of human beings, and, most
important, themselves. Pb $12.95 624pp

SCIENCE FICTION

FANTASY

ROMANCE

EROTICA

AWARD WINNER

AUSTRALIAN

ACTION

REPRINT

PAPERBACK

TRADE PAPERBACK
(SLIGHTLY LARGER)

HARDBACK

PB

HB

TP

SCIENSCIENCE FICTIONCE FICTION
AND FAND FANTANTASASYY
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LAST ARGUMENT OF KINGS
FIRST LAW #3

JOE ABERCROMBIE

TP $33.00 
The end is coming. Logen “Bloody Nine”

Ninefingers might only have one last fight

in him, but it’s going to be monumental.

Battle rages across the North. Bethod, the

King of the Northmen, still stands firm, with

only one man possessing the wherewithal

to stop him - his oldest friend, who is also

his oldest enemy. It’s long past time for the

Bloody Nine to come home.

With too many masters and too little time,

Superior Glokta is fighting an entirely

different kind of battle. A secret struggle in

which no-one is safe and no-one can be trusted. His martial

days are far behind him. It’s a good thing blackmail, threats and

torture still work well enough to get the job done.

Jezal dan Luthar has decided that winning glory is far too painful

and plans to turn his back on soldiering for a simple life with the

woman he loves. But love can be painful too and glory has a

nasty habit of finding a man, especially when he doesn’t want to

be found.

While the King of the Union lies close to death, the peasants

revolt and the nobles scramble to steal his crown. No-one

believes that  war is coming to the very heart of the Union. The

First of the Magi, Baraz, has a plan to save the world, as he

always does. But there are risks. There is no risk more terrible

than to break the First Law.

Joe Abercrombie has come from nowhere to give us something

special. This debut trilogy is strongly character-driven, with

world-weary and cynical mages, soldiers and torturers all with

their part to play in this grand finale. Tightly plotted, with wit and

style to spare, and, in Logen and Glotka, he has created some

of the best fantasy characters in recent years.

This book finishes off the series on a high note, interspersing

exciting moments with breathless battle scenes.

The ending is superb, particularly the enormously satisfying

epilogue and the final scene. Enough loose ends remain that the

author could revisit the storyline in future books, but not to the

extent that it is a necessity (though we can certainly hope he

does). Life goes on, albeit in a manner which some characters

(and perhaps some readers) find unfair. We also get enough

clues laid about other, undeveloped parts of the world, such as

Styria, so the news that the author’s next novel, Best Served

Cold, will be set there is welcome indeed. However, for the time

being at least, we must bid a fond farewell to Superior Glokta,

Logen Nine Fingers and the rest….Adam

NEW TITLE CLASSIC TITLE

143 YORK STREET, SYDNEY 2000 3 Ph 9267 7222    FAX 9261 3691

DRAGONSINGER: HARPER OF PERN
PERN #4: HARPER’S HALL #2

ANNE MCCAFFREY

PB $16.95
This is definitely one of my favourite novels

of all time. I’ve read it countless times and it

still has me hooked from the first sentence

to the last (at which time I realise it’s the

wee hours of the morning and I’ll have to

get up in a few hours.)

Dragonsinger is the fourth instalment of

Anne McCaffrey’s Pern series but is set

during her second book, Dragonquest,

Dragonsinger follows Menolly’s journey

after being discovered by the Master

Harper. She travels with him to Harper Hall,

where she hopes to follow her dreams, play

the music she creates and ultimately find her place in society. It’s

a story about breaking with tradition and revolutionising the world

- a theme done many times, but this time with a twist.

Arriving spectacularly via dragon back, with nine fire lizards in

tow and reputed to be the Master Harper’s apprentice, Menolly

causes quite a stir, attracting both friends and enemies.

Completely unaware and uncertain of her place in Harper Hall,

she finds herself on unstable grounds, caught between the

traditional values of her upbringing and the freedom her new life

at the Hall represents. Yet unbeknownst to her, she is the key to

the Master Harper’s plans to spread new ideas to the rest of

Pern, breaking the old hide-bound ways of the past. Combating

her fears and learning to trust her instincts, Menolly finds that she

has much to offer Pern, more than anyone had ever expected.

It is a journey of discovery for both Menolly and Pern that

McCaffrey spins, drawing the reader in, much like the music it

portrays, defining the society of Pern more completely than in the

previous books, which gives this story the ability to stand alone.

The writing is not overly descriptive, but gives enough

information to let your imagination take over. She describes the

whole world of Pern, not as action, but through the various

interactions of key characters to achieve the brightest future

possible for Pern, which makes it a tale you don’t want to end.

But what I really love about this novel is the character interaction.

Unlike the first two novels, the characters appear more real to

the reader, creating a closer bond between them, since it is far

easier to relate to the easygoing musicians than the surly and

responsible dragonriders. It shows the lighter side of the

desperate struggle that the characters face in a world that is

constantly in danger of being destroyed. Due to the many

different themes in the novel, the story appeals to a large

audience.

Though rather small in size, the story seems far longer than its

counterpart, Dragonsong, and the author successfully fools the

reader into believing that it spans years - not simply one week,

which ultimately brings the reader closer to Menolly, because

you understand what an overload the time must have been and

how quickly a place can feel like home if you truly love what you

do there. Dragonsinger is a light-hearted, lyrical journey of

discovery that leaves the reader on a high at the end. - Chrissie

WINWIN......
Win a copy of Neil Gaiman’s 

M IS FOR MAGIC,
a collection of wonderful short

stories ranging between fantasy,
humour, science fiction 

and horror...
See back page for entry details
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NINA BLAZON (TRANS SUE INNES)
THE PACT OF THE WOLVES 
When 16-year-old Bianca arrives at

her new boarding school, she is startled to
hear that its history includes rumours of
witchcraft and torture. The building itself
rests on the foundation of a medieval
convent with a troubled past. There is
also a secret society, whose members
begin to harass her. Then one night she
stumbles over the body of a dead woman.
With the help of her friend Nicholas,
Bianca begins to piece together the story
of the mysterious woman and the
convent’s disturbing history. But Bianca
soon realises she can’t trust anyone - not
even Nicholas. Pb $16.95 224pp
CAT BORDHI

TREASURE FOREST
The Forest Inside Trilogy #1. How can

you retrieve a treasure from the bottom of
a pond without disturbing the water?
This is the challenge left for Ben
Maclennon by his grandmother. After
Grandma Daphne dies, Ben and his sister
convince their parents to live in her home
for one year, in spite of their mother’s
misgivings, and in spite of the fierce
hermit who lives beyond the swamp. Ben
is convinced that he and Sara can
reawaken their parents’ joy in the woods,
to feel its comfort instead of fear. But it
will take a wheelchair-bound private eye
with a three-legged bloodhound, a Zen-
master-like woman, an acorn flute
homing device, Grandma Daphne’s
invisible presence, a tree house knit right
into a tree and a golden thread to help
them - and to discover the life-changing
answer to the mysterious riddle of the
pond. Pb $15.95 320pp Due May
BEN BOVA (ED)

THE SCIENCE FICTION HALL
OF FAME

#2B. The Science Fiction Hall of Fame,
Volume One, honoured the best of science
fiction’s early short stories. This volume is
the definitive collection of the best science
fiction novellas written between 1929 to
1964 and contains 11 classics.
Contributors include Ben Bova, Poul
Anderson, John W Campbell, Jr, Lester
del Rey, Robert A Heinlein, C M
Kornbluth, C L Moore, Eric Frank Russell,
Cordwainer Smith, Theodore Sturgeon
and Jack Williamson. Hb $59.95 544pp
Due May
JODIE BROWNLEE

RUBY ROSEMOUNT AND THE
DOOMSDAY CURSE

When a terrible curse is invoked, Ruby’s
studies at the Academy of Peace are cut
short. Who is doing this? Why have her
mother and Granny disappeared? Long-
hidden secrets are about to be uncovered,
and these could have disastrous
consequences for everyone. Pb $18.00
228pp

LOIS MCMASTER BUJOLD
LEGACY
The Sharing Knife #2. Fawn Bluefield,

the clever young farmer girl, and Dag
Redwing Hickory, the seasoned
Lakewalker soldier-sorcerer, have been
married all of two hours when they
depart her family’s farm for Dag’s home
at Hickory Lake Camp. Having gained a
hesitant acceptance from Fawn’s family
for their unlikely marriage, the couple
hopes to find a similar reception among
Dag’s Lakewalker kin. But their arrival is
met with prejudice and suspicion, setting
many in the camp against them,
including Dag’s own mother and brother.
Pb $15.95 384pp Due May

PASSAGE
The Sharing Knife #3. Young Fawn

Bluefield and soldier-sorcerer Dag
Redwing Hickory have survived magical
dangers and found, in each other, love and
loyalty. But even their strength and
passion cannot overcome the bigotry of
their own kin, and so, leaving behind all
they have known, the couple sets off to
find fresh solutions to the perilous split
between their peoples. Hb $49.95 384pp 
MARK CHADBOURN

JACK OF RAVENS 
Kingdom of the Serpent #1. Churchill,

archaeologist and dreamer, walks out of
the mist and into Celtic Britain more than
2,000 years before he was born, with no
knowledge of how he got there. All Jack
wants is to get home to his own time
where the woman he loves waits for him.
Finding his way to the timeless mystical
Otherworld, the home of the gods, he
plans to while away the days, the years,
the millennia, until his own era rolls
around again, but nothing is ever that
simple. A great evil waits in modern
times and will do all in its power to stop
Jack’s return. Through Roman times, the
Elizabethan age, Victoria’s reign, the
Second World War to the Swinging
Sixties, the evil sets its traps to destroy
Jack. Pb $23.00 368pp

GLEN COOK
CRUEL ZINC MELODIES
A Garrett PI #12. Garrett’s newest

visitors are a pack of lovelies led by his
main squeeze Tinnie Tate and her friend,
Alyx Weider, the spoiled daughter of the
largest brewer in town. Her father needs
Garrett’s help and his workers are being
attacked by everything from giant insects
to ghosts. Garrett takes the case. After all,
working for the Weiders means free beer,
but it also means serious danger. Pb
$15.95 384pp 
GWYN CREADY 

TUMBLING THROUGH
TIME

Wandering the airport before a business
trip, Seph tries on a pair of to-die-for pink
stilettos and is transported back to the 18th
century and flung aboard a turbulent ship
sailing the Mediterranean! There, she
meets Phillip Drummond, an arrogant
British pirate and the spitting image of her
irresistible co-worker, Tom. Phillip has
summoned her back in time to straighten
out his complete mess of a life, for he is the
burly hero in the romance novel she
someday hopes to write and she is
responsible for his destiny. But in the
midst of turning things right so she can get
back to reality, Seph starts to fall for Phillip
and when Tom is thrown into the mix, she
doesn’t know what, or who, she wants. Pb
$14.95 400pp
G W DAHLQUIST

GLASS BOOKS OF THE DREAM
EATERS 

Three most unlikely, but extraordinary
heroes become inadvertently involved in
the diabolical machinations of a cabal bent
upon enslaving thousands through a
devilish process. Miss Temple is a feisty
young woman with corkscrew curls who
wishes only to learn why her fiancé Roger
broke off their engagement. Cardinal
Chang was asked to kill a man, but,
finding his quarry already dead, he is
determined to learn who beat him to it and
why. And Dr Svenson is chaperone to a
dissolute Prince who has become involved
with some most unsavoury individuals.
Pb $24.95 784pp

CHARLES DE LINT
DINGO

High school senior Miguel’s life is turned upside down when he
meets new girl Lainey, whose family has just moved from
Australia. With her tumbled red-gold hair, her instant
understanding of who he is, and her unusual dog, a real
Australian dingo, she’s unforgettable. And, as he quickly learns,
she is on the run from an ancient bargain made by her ancestors.
There’s no question that Miguel will do whatever he can to help
her, but what price will each of them have to pay? Hb $23.95
224pp This is a wee slip of a book which was a bit of a bummer as again
I just had to read it, and all too soon, it was done. I’d started Little
(Grrl) Lost (Hb $36.00) recently and it just didn’t speak to me, so I was

happy when I started churning through this. It was nice to see Aborginal mythology featured
in a De Lint setting. - Steph
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MARY JANICE DAVIDSON
SWIMMING WITHOUT A NET 
Fred the Mermaid #2. Half-human

and half-mermaid, Frederika Bimm finds
herself investigating her watery roots.
After spending her entire life without
seeing another mermaid or merman,
there are suddenly undersea folk all over
the place when Fred visits the Black Sea.
But Fred is still torn between her reluctant
attraction to Artur, arrogant high prince
of the merpeople and wealthy human
Thomas. Will the trip finally help her
make up her mind and separate the men
from the fish? Pb $18.00 280pp
SARA DOUGLASS

SERPENT BRIDE 
Darkglass Mountain #1. The

land of Tencendor is no more, but not
everyone is dead. Many Icarii survive in
the courts abroad, while StarDrifter
SunSoar, father to Axis, lives within the
corrupt Palace of the First in Coroleas.
Not even the Star Dance is as dead as the
Icarii Enchanters had believed, for a
strange race living in the frozen northern
wastes can still hear, and use, the music of
the heavens. To the east, at the edge of the
world, an ancient serpent god uncoils,
sending an unwilling woman to be the
bride of the enigmatic Lord of Elcho
Falling. As men,
Icarii, ice wraiths and
ancient gods gather
for war, a legend rises
from the dead – Axis
SunSoar, come to
regain his heritage
and the Star Dance,
and to battle new
dangers across a
mysterious land. Pb
Special price $9.99
736pp
SAM ENTHOVEN

TIM: 
DEFENDER OF THE EARTH 

TIM is Tyrannosaurus Improved Model.
He’s a genetically modified dinosaur that
the government have been growing in a
secret bunker under Trafalgar Square.
And he’s on the loose, after the Prime
Minister decides he’s just too expensive to
keep. Professor Mallahide has developed
an amazing new invention, where objects
and even people can be taken apart,
remodelled, changed and used for any
purpose - a dangerous weapon in the
wrong hands. Chris and Anna are
classmates caught up in something very
big and scary. Chris is the human link to
TIM, can he help control this hugely
terrifying, but good-hearted monster?
Anna is the Prof’s daughter and the only
thing keeping him under control, for
now. Can these two kids help at all as
TIM and Professor Mallahide do battle?
Pb $29.95 304pp

PHILIP JOSE FARMER 
& CHRISTOPHER CAREY 

VENUS ON THE HALF SHELL
AND OTHER STORIES

Collects for the first time the best of the
best from Farmer’s ‘fictional-author
period.’ In the mid-1970s a fever-pitched
furore was created when an actual novel
purported to be by Kilgore Trout, the sad-
sack science-fiction writer who appears as
a character in the works of Kurt
Vonnegut, materialised on bookshelves,
complete with a back cover photo of the
author looking like a bearded vagabond
sage. Finally Farmer announced he was
the true author. This was neither the first
nor the last time Farmer would slip out of
his own skin and assume the persona of
another author. In this collection, he
transforms himself into other fictional
personalities, even the real-life author
William S Burroughs. Hb $72.00 328pp
KYLIE FITZPATRICK

NINTH STONE
A jewel thief is on the loose in old

London town and is murdering his
victims. Sarah O’Reilly, who works as a
typesetter in a newspaper office, becomes
embroiled in the mystery that will
eventually lead to India and a jewel with
terrifying and occult powers. Hb $50.00
352pp Tp $33.00 320pp
ERIC FLINT & MARILYN KOSTMATKA

TIME SPIKE
Captain Mark Stephens was

overseeing the change of shifts the Illinois’
maximum-security prison when the world
outside was suddenly ripped. They
thought it was an earthquake until they
found that the Mississippi river had
disappeared, along with all signs of
civilisation. Then a dinosaur came by and
scratched its hide against the wall of the
prison... Something had thrown the prison
back in time millions of years. And they
were not alone. Death walks outside the
walls, human savagery plans to break
loose inside and Stephens and the other
men and women of the prison’s staff are
trapped in the middle. Hb $48.00 400pp
Due May
JEFFREY FORD

SHADOW YEAR 
In New York’s Long Island, in the

1960s, a young boy laments the close of
summer and the advent of sixth grade.
Some of his free time is spent in the
basement, where he and his brother, Jim,
have created Botch Town, a detailed
cardboard replica of their community,
complete with clay figurines representing
friends and neighbours. When a prowler is
reported stalking the neighbourhood, the
brothers set out to aid the police, while
their little sister, Mary, smokes cigarettes,
speaks in other voices, inhabits alternate
personas and, unbeknownst to her older
siblings, moves around the inanimate
residents of Botch Town. Hb $49.95 304pp

ALICE HOFFMAN
SKYLIGHT CONFESSIONS
On the night that Arlyn Singer's

father dies, she is certain her destiny will
find her. Some hours later a young man
shows up at her door. Lost in a strange
town, John Moody is a student, serious,
reserved and deliberate. John takes Arlyn
to live in a house made of glass, the Glass
Slipper. Her life there is not the romantic
destiny she envisaged. She dreams of
escape for herself and her children, Sam
and Blanca, but her eventual escape is not
the one she dreamed of. Years later, Arlyn
is gone and Meredith Weiss arrives at the
Moody house. Sam, now a teenager, is
careening down a path of drug-fuelled
self-destruction, while John is tormented
by visions of a woman in white. Meredith
sets out to try to save this troubled family.
But will her devotion be enough to pull
them back from the fate they seem to have
chosen for themselves? Pb $24.95 272pp
LAURA ANN GILMAN

CURSE THE DARK
Retrievers #2. Wren and Sergei are

off to Italy in search of a possessed
parchment - whoever reads it disappears.
Still, when compared to what’s going on
at home (lonejacks banding together, a
jealous demon, tracking bugs needing
fumigation, etc.) maybe disappearing
won’t be so bad. Pb $19.95 352pp 
JAMES GRIPPANDO

LEAPHOLES
Ryan Coolidge hates middle school

and is in the worst kind of trouble -
trouble with the law. The one person who
can help Ryan is a mysterious old lawyer
named Hezekiah. Hezekiah may have
magical powers, or he may have the most
elaborate computerised law library ever
conceived. Either way, together, Ryan
and Hezekiah do their legal research by
zooming through leap holes, physically
entering the law books, and coming face-
to-face with actual people from some
famous cases - like Rosa Parks and Dred
Scott - who will help Ryan defend himself
in court. It is time travel with a legal twist,
where law books and important legal
precedents come to life. Hb $32.00 320pp
Due May
P J HAARSMA 

VIRUS ON ORBIS 
Softwire #1. 13-year-old Johnny

Turnbull has always known there was
something different about him. It turns
out he’s the first-ever human softwire -
able to enter and communicate with
computers with his mind. Now that JT
and 200 other orphans have been put to
work in alien factories on the first ring of
Orbis, things are going very wrong. The
perfect central computer is
malfunctioning and suspicious eyes are
turning to JT. Could he be the one
responsible? Pb $13.95 288pp
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WARREN HAMMOND
KOP
Juno is a dirty cop with a difficult

past and an uncertain future. When his
family and thousands of others emigrated
to the colony world of Lagarto, they were
promised a bright future on a planet with
a booming economy, but an opportunistic
Earth-based company developed a way
to produce a cheaper version of Lagarto’s
main export, thus effectively
impoverishing the planet and all its
inhabitants. When he’s confronted with a
dead man and a short list of leads, his
problems become even more pressing
than usual. Set up for a fall, he is
partnered with a young woman whose
main job is to betray him and caught in a
squeeze between the police chief and the
crooked mayor. Pb $13.95 336pp Due May
LOUISE HAWES

BLACK PEARLS: 
A FAERIE STRAND

…And they lived happily ever after.
Remember the fairy tales you put away
after you found that no princess is as
beautiful as common-sense and happy-
endings are just the beginning? Well, the
old tales are back, and they’ve grown up!
Instead of lulling you to sleep, they’ll
wake you up to the haunting sadness that
waits just inside the windows of a
gingerbread cottage, the passion that
fuels a witch’s flight and the heartache
that comes, again and again, at the stroke
of midnight. Make no mistake - these
stories are as dark as human nature itself.
But they shine, too, lit with the fire of our
dreams and our hunger for magic. Hb
$32.00 224pp Due May
STEPHEN HUNT

COURT OF THE AIR 
When streetwise Molly Templar

witnesses a brutal murder at the brothel
she has recently been apprenticed to, her
first instinct is to run back to the
poorhouse where she grew up. But then
she finds her fellow orphans butchered
and it slowly dawns on her that she was
the real target of the attack. Oliver Brooks
has led a sheltered existence in the
backwater home of his merchant uncle,
but when he is framed for his only
relative’s murder, he is forced to flee for
his life, accompanied by an agent of the
mysterious Court of the Air. Soon Molly
and Oliver will find themselves battling a
grave threat to civilisation, an ancient
power thought to have been quelled
millennia ago. Pb $23.00 592pp
IAN IRVINE 

THORN CASTLE 
Sorcerers Tower #1. In a town

where everyone has magic, except the
orphan boy Tamly, he and his friend Kym
set off to steal the village’s Book of Spells
from the evil sorcerer Lord Harshax. Pb
$10.00 96pp

IAN IRVINE 
GIANTS LAIR 
Sorcerers Tower #2. When the

village’s Book of Spells is stolen, the evil
that Tamly had stopped returns - and it’s
even stronger. It is up to him and his
friends to undertake a difficult journey,
solve the riddle and retrieve their
precious book from the evil Master. Pb
$10.00 96pp
K V JOHANSEN

THE WARLOCKS OF
TALVERDIN

Nightwalkers #1. Maurey has always been
persecuted for the colour of his skin and
eyes. He has never known more about his
parents than that his mother died the day
he was born. When the king’s chancellor
discovers that Maurey possesses a ring
belonging to the missing queen and
another that may be the key to finding the
hidden kingdom of the inhuman
warlocks of Talverdin, he is imprisoned,
revealed as a Nightwalker, and sentenced
to execution in philosopher’s fire.
Rescued by a young baroness with her
own reasons for fearing the chancellor,
Maurey sets out on a dangerous journey
to the land of his father’s people. If he and
Annot are to survive and prevent the
destruction of the last refuge of the
Nightwalkers, Maurey will have to call
on human and inhuman skills he never
knew he possessed and win the trust of
both sides of his family. Pb $17.95 196pp 
DIANA WYNNE JONES (ED)

SPELLBOUND: WEIRD AND
WONDERFUL FANTASY STORIES

This collection of 18 stories introduces
young readers to the best contemporary
writers of fantasy. It also contains extracts
from enduring classics. Contains stories
from The Brothers Grimm, Jane Yolen,
Tove Jansson, Andre Norton, Norton
Juster, Joan Aiken, C S Lewis, K M Briggs,
Noel Langley, John Masefield, L Frank
Baum, Rudyard Kipling, Eva Ibbotson,
Elizabeth Goudge, E Nesbit, Patricia C
Wrede, Andrew Lang and Diana Wynne
Jones. Pb $18.00 280pp
KATHERINE KERR
THE SPIRIT STONE
Dragon Mage #5. “A dagger laid against
our throats,” So Prince Dar of the
Westlands calls Zakh Gral, the new
fortress built by the Horsekin, the ancient
enemies of his people. To help him
destroy this threat, the elven prince has
called upon his allies - the dwarven folk
of the northern mountains and the human
men of Deverry to the east. Their leaders
know that if the Westlands fall to the
Horsekin, their own throats will feel that
dagger next. Joining them are two
powerful dragons, who have their own
bitter reasons to hate the Horsekin, but
the fanatical Horsekin believe that they
have the most powerful ally of all - a new
goddess... Pb $21.00 528pp Due May

JAY LAKE
MAINSPRING
A clockwork solar system, where

the planets move in a vast system of gears
around the lamp of the Sun, this is a
universe where the hand of the Creator is
visible to anyone who simply looks up
into the sky and sees the track of the
heavens, the wheels of the Moon and the
great Equatorial gears of the Earth itself.
This is the story of a young clockmaker’s
apprentice, who is visited by the
Archangel Gabriel. He is told that he
must take the Key Perilous and rewind
the Mainspring of the Earth. It is running
down and disaster will ensue if it’s not
rewound. From innocence and ignorance
to power and self-knowledge, the young
man will make the long and perilous
journey to the South Polar Axis, to fulfil
the commandment of his God. Pb $15.95
336pp Due May
DEREK LANDY

PLAYING WITH FIRE 
Skulduggery Pleasant #2. With

Serpine dead, the world is safe once
more. At least, that’s what Valkyrie and
Skulduggery think, until the notorious
Baron Vengeous makes a bloody escape
from prison and dead bodies and
vampires start showing up all over
Ireland. With Baron Vengeous after the
deadly armour of Lord Vile and pretty
much everyone out to kill Valkyrie, the
daring detective duo face their biggest
challenge yet, but what if the greatest
threat to Valkyrie is just a little closer to
home? Pb $20.00 320pp
DENISE LITTLE (ED)

FRONT LINES
War—what is it good for? It’s good

for 19 all-new tales from the battlefield...
19 all-new tales that look at war from the
perspective of everyone from human to
alien, pixie to toy. From epic intergalactic
struggles for the future of humankind to
the microcosm of a single abandoned toy
soldier in a boy’s backyard, from a
chemical experiment gone horribly
wrong to a young recruit who may hold
the key to ‘understanding’ the enemy,
from a half-mortal knight trying to avert a
war with the Elfin Host to a Battle of
Trenton fought against seven-foot tall
Saurians, this anthology brings together a
diverse array of imaginative explorations
of the phenomenon of war. Pb $15.95
320pp 
SCOTT MACKAY

OMEGA SOL
Dr Cameron Conrad has learned

that the alien phenomenon known as the
Moon Towers was designed to accelerate
the sun’s lifespan and turn it into a red
giant. With Earth on the brink of
destruction, Conrad needs to find a way
to convince the aliens that humanity is
worth saving... Pb $15.95 368pp Due May
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LINDA MCNABB
DRAGONS’ BANE
Toby has been living in Dragon

Valley for a year, but things aren’t going as
expected. When he uses his magic,
disastrous things happen. Gates to other
worlds are beginning to open on their own
and the entire valley is in danger of being
destroyed. The sorcerers and dragons
blame Toby and he is banished - but still
the valley crumbles. The only solution is to
find a missing dragonstone that was stolen
many years ago. While the dragons search
for the stone, the valley’s magic begins
leaking into all the worlds outside. As the
dragons sicken, Toby is desperate to find a
place to belong and heartbroken to think
he is the cause of the valley’s destruction.
And when he finds the true identity of his
father, things suddenly get much worse.
Pb $16.00 207pp
KAREN MAITLAND

COMPANY OF LIARS 
Midsummer’s Day, 1348. On this

day of ill omen, plague makes its
entrance. While panic and suspicion flood
the land, a small band of travellers comes
together to outrun the breakdown in law
and order. But when one of their number
is found hanging from a tree, the chilling
discovery confirms that something more
sinister than plague is in their midst. And
as the runes warn of treachery, it appears
no one is quite what they seem, least of all
the child rune reader, who mercilessly
compels each of her companions to tell
their stories and face the consequences.
Tp $32.95 576pp
KATE MARSH

GHOST OF A CHANCE
Karma Marx exorcises haunted

houses, sending troublesome poltergeists
and other spirits to the ever after. But one
assignment traps Karma, her foster child,
her sleazy soon-to-be-ex husband, Spider,
and his crooked partner under one roof.
And when Spider turns up dead, it’s a
locked house mystery and Karma’s
determined to reveal the truth, even if it
means tackling all of the mansion’s
inhabitants - mortal and otherwise... Pb
$13.95 288pp
MICHAEL MARSHALL

INTRUDERS
Jack Whalen was an LAPD patrol

cop for 12 years. He left under a cloud
and now he’s not really sure what he is.
One thing he does know is that he loves
his wife, Amy. So when she goes missing
on a routine business trip to Seattle, his
world is shaken. Jack sets out to search for
her, only to discover that there is
something far more mysterious going on
than her disappearance. Searching for
answers in the dark secrets of a past that
still haunts him, Jack discovers that the
truth has roots deeper and darker than he
ever feared. Pb $20.00 496pp

KAI MEYER
WAVE RUNNERS 
Polliwiggles #1. The pirates in the

Caribbean have a name for kids who can
walk on water - they call them
polliwiggles. As far as 14-year-old Jolly
knows, she’s the last polliwiggle alive
and this makes her invaluable to the
pirate captain who raised her. When
Jolly’s ship falls into a trap, only she
escapes. Washed up on a tiny island, she
meets Munk, who has been raised almost
in hiding. His parents forbid Munk to
reveal that he is also a polliwiggle. But
evil forces are stirring in the Caribbean.
Why are the polliwiggles so valuable and
who wants them enough to kill for them?
Pb $16.95 384pp

SHELL MAGICIANS 
Polliwiggles #2. In Aelenium, the

mysterious coral city, Jolly and Munk, the
only two polliwiggles left, find out just
why they are so important. Together, they
must seal the Rift in the sea-bed, or the
Maelstrom will break through and
destroy the world. Meanwhile, Tyrone,
the cannibal pirate king, has a plan to lure
the pirates in the Caribbean to their
certain death. He’s promised them booty
beyond their wildest dreams and no
pirate can resist the thought of gold! Can
Soledad, rightful heir to the pirate throne,
convince the crews to follow her instead?
It will take a duel before they’ll even
listen to her... Pb $16.95 352pp

WATER WEAVERS 
Polliwoggles #3. The battle for the

coral city of Aelenium has begun.
Soledad, Walker and Buenaventure arm
themselves with pistols and swords,
ready for the armies of kobalins and
cannibals set to overrun the city, while
Griffin mounts a flying ray, to attack from
the air. Meanwhile, Jolly and Munk, the
polliwiggles destined to try to save the
world, dive to the bottom of the ocean.
They must travel to the Rift in the sea-bed
to confront and defeat the evil force
known as the Maelstrom. It is
commanding the sea-monsters and the
cannibals. Its goal? To destroy all
humankind. Pb $16.95 384pp
ULYSSES MOORE

HOUSE OF MIRRORS 
Ulysses Moore #3. Everyone in

Kilmore Cove is hiding something. That’s
what Jason, Rick and Julia realise when
they first hear about Mirror House and its
creator, the eccentric inventor Peter
Dedalus. A close friend of Ulysses Moore,
Dedalus has been missing for many years.
But before he disappeared, he concealed a
dangerous secret about the Doors to Time
inside his extraordinary home and it’s up
to Jason, Rick and Julia to match wits with
the elusive inventor and discover what it
is, before Oblivia Newton does... Pb
$17.00 256pp

JAMES MORROW
PHILOSOPHERS APPRENTICE 
After crashing and burning during

his PhD, Mason Ambrose is offered a
large amount of money to come to the Isla
de Sangre to instruct the daughter of
wealthy Edwina Sabachtani. He is to use
his knowledge as a philosopher to instil a
conscience, a moral compass, in Edwina’s
daughter Londa following a diving
accident which has supposedly destroyed
her sense of right and wrong. Mason
happily instructs her in schools of
thought, from the Stoics to the
Epicureans. But it is when he introduces
her to the Beatitudes that the seeds of a
rampaging sense of justice are sown and
Londa becomes determined that the meek
really shall inherit the earth! She becomes
something of a ‘celebrity saint’ but then
she takes her crusade too far, kidnapping
a boat full of wealthy industrialists. Hb
$49.95 432pp
KATE MOSSE

SEPULCHRE
October 1891: A young girl, Leonie

Vernier, and her brother, Anatole, are
invited to leave the gas-lit streets of Paris
and travel south to a mysterious country
house, La Domaine de la Cade, near
Carcassonne. There, in the ancient, dark
woods, Leonie comes across a ruined
sepulchre and is drawn into a century’s
old mystery of murder, ghosts and a
strange set of tarot cards that seem to
hold enormous power over life and
death. October 2007: Meredith Martin
decides to take a break from her research
trip in Paris and heads down south to a
beautiful hotel in the woods. She becomes
fascinated by the history of the place and
particularly by the tragic events of one
Halloween night more than a century
ago. Thus her fate becomes entwined
with that of Leonie. But it is only when
she too stumbles over a secluded glade in
the forest that she realises that the secrets
it contains are far from dead and buried...
Hb $59.95 544pp
PHILIP PALMER

DEBATABLE SPACE 
Flanagan (who is, for want of a

better word, a pirate) has a plan. It seems
relatively simple - kidnap Lena, the
Cheo’s daughter, demand a vast ransom
for her safe return, sit back and wait. Only
the Cheo, despotic ruler of the known
universe, isn’t playing ball. Flanagan and
his crew have seen this before, of course,
but since they’ve learned a few tricks
from the bad old days (being particularly
bad if you happen to have been one of the
myriad sons or daughters the Cheo let die
rather than give in to blackmail) and since
they know something about Lena that
should make the plan foolproof, the
Cheo’s defiance is a major setback. It is a
situation that calls for extreme measures.
Luckily, Flanagan has considerable
experience in this area... Tp $30.00 480pp
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PAUL PARK
WHITE TYGER 
White Tyger #3. Many girls

daydream that they are really a princess
adopted by commoners. In the case of
teenager Miranda Popescu, this is
literally true. Because she is at the
fulcrum of a deadly political battle
between conjurers in an alternate world
where Roumania is a leading European
power, Miranda was hidden by her aunt
in our world, where she was adopted and
raised in a quiet Massachusetts college
town. Pb $15.95 336pp
MICHELLE PAVER

SOUL EATER 
Chronicles of Ancient Darkness #3. It’s

winter and Wolf, Torak’s beloved pack-
brother, has been captured by an
unknown foe. In a desperate bid to rescue
him, Torak and Renn must brave the
frozen wilderness of the Far North. As
they battle for survival amid howling
blizzards and the ever-present menace of
the great white bear, their friendship is
tested to the breaking point and Torak is
forced to get closer to his enemies than
ever before... Pb $13.95 352pp
TERRY PRATCHETT

HOGFATHER: THE
ILLUSTRATED SCREENPLAY 

Hogswatchnight is fast approaching, and
the Hogfather (that jolly fat man who
delivers presents to the kiddies) is
missing. But it’s vital that all the presents
are delivered, otherwise the sun won’t
rise tomorrow. However, there is another
supernatural entity who can be
everywhere at once and, most
importantly, knows where everybody
lives. And Death reckons that with a false
beard and a few cushions, it might just
work... And while Death is busy working
out the mysteries of climbing down
chimneys and drinking sherry, it’s up to
Susan to track down the real Hogfather.
It’s a dark time of the year. There are
monsters afoot and some of them look
just like us. Tp $39.95 256pp
SUSAN PRICE

ODIN’S SON 
Odin’s Trilogy #3. Since his mother,

Odinstoy’s, death, Gift has become
obsessed with the idea of tracking down
his real father. In secret, he employs a
private detective to make investigations
on Earth so that he can uncover his past.
But when a Newsblog reveals evidence to
suggest that Odinstoy wasn’t his real
mother, Gift doesn’t know where to turn.
He flees to the poisonous surface of Mars
in the hope that the great god Odin can
give him some answers... Meanwhile the
mysterious Sherri, whose resemblance to
Gift is undeniable, is making her way to
Mars with some important news. Will she
find him before it’s too late? Tp $24.95
256pp

MICHAEL PRYOR
THE MISSING KIN 
Chronicles of

Krangor #2. As
Adalon and his
friends gather
supporters at the
Lost Castle, the
mysteries of the
enigmatic A’ak
continue to unravel.
In a cellar deep
u n d e r g r o u n d ,
Adalon is beset by a
stone monster. Meanwhile, their quest to
stop mad Queen Tayesha and General
Wargrach’s own plans for war, seem
doomed until Simangee finds a clue in an
ancient text that could help them. Do the
Missing Kin of the saur really exist? Can
the three friends find them and convince
them to join their cause before it’s too
late? Pb $14.95 193pp
MATTHEW SHARPE

JAMESTOWN
A group of ‘settlers’ (more like

survivors) arrive in Virginia from the
ravished island of Manhattan, intending
to establish an outpost, find oil and
exploit the Indians controlling the area.
But nothing goes quite as planned (one
settler, for instance, keeps losing body
parts). At the heart of the story is
Pocahontas, who speaks Valley Girl,
Ebonics, Old English and Algonquin -
sometimes all in the same sentence. And
she pursues a heated romance with settler
Johnny Rolfe via text messaging, instant
messaging and, ultimately, telepathy. Tp
$27.95 368pp Due May
LISA SHEARIN

ARMED & MAGICAL
Raine Benares #2. Raine Benares is a

sorceress linked to the Saghred, an ancient
soul-stealing stone of unfathomable
power. Only the Isle of Mid, home to the
most prestigious sorcery college, can free
her from the power of the stone. Pb $15.95
304pp
DAVID SHERMAN & DAN CRAGG

STARFIST: FIRESTORM
Starfist #12. Desperate to thwart

unrelenting aliens and their quest to
obliterate humankind, The Confederation
has beefed up its defences. But to the
citizens on the outer edges of Human
Space around Ravenette, unaware that a
deadly enemy even exists, the
government’s move seems oppressive
and 10 planets have responded with a
war of secession. In touch-and-go battles
with the seceding planets, the 34th FIST
has emerged battered but unbowed,
refusing to give up... even while under
the command of a fanatical general. Pb
$15.95 368pp 

MELINDA SNODGRASS
THE EDGE OF REASON
Since the dawn of consciousness, a

secret war has been fought between the
forces of magic and religious fanaticism
and the cause of reason, understanding
and technology. On one side are the Old
Ones, malign entities that feed on the
suffering of mankind. On the other are the
Lumina, an ancient order dedicated the
liberation of the human spirit. Officer
Richard Oort of the Albuquerque Police
Department is caught in the middle of this
primal battle when he rescues a
mysterious teenage girl from a trio of
inhuman hunters. Recruited by the
Lumina to serve as their latest paladin,
Richard ends up fighting beside a handful
of unlikely allies, including an adolescent
sorceress, an enigmatic philanthropist, a
sexy coroner and a homeless god with
multiple personalities. Hb $49.95 384pp
Due May
JEFF SOMERS

THE DIGITAL PLAGUE
Avery Cates #2. Avery Cates is a very

rich man. He’s probably the richest
criminal in New York City, but right now,
Avery Cates is pissed, because everyone
around him has just started to die - in a
particularly gruesome way. With every
moment bringing the human race closer to
extinction, Cates finds himself in the role
of both executioner and saviour of the
entire world. Pb $25.95 320pp Due May
TRAVIS S TAYLOR

THE TAU CETI AGENDA
Sequel to One Day On Mars (Hb

$46.00). Just days before the presidential
election, a CIA operative uncovers a plot
to overthrow America that reaches deep
into the government. To top it off, the
forces planning to revolt have somehow
developed a technology that allows them
to transport across the gulf between the
star systems almost instantaneously. The
CIA operative braves hand-to-hand
combat and even torture in order to get a
warning of the coming coup to American
officials, while at the same time the two
most powerful battleships in the US
Space Navy are dispatched to overtake
the enemy teleportation technology. Hb
$46.00 400pp Due May
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SHERI S TEPPER
MARGARETS
ISTO, the Interstellar Trade

Organisation, had demanded man’s
extinction, for a living planet is more
important than any race upon it and was
about to start ‘reducing’ mankind when
Earthgov agreed its demands to sell 90
per cent of Earth’s inhabitants into
bondage to alien races. When Margaret is
six, she imagines herself as a spy, a healer,
a queen, a warrior, even a boy, to amuse
herself, when she is 9 and 12 and 20, at
crisis points in her life, she feels like parts
of her have split off - and all these
Margarets hold the key to mankind’s
survival, if only they can survive and
come together again as one Margaret,
with all their different powers intact... Tp
$35.00 384pp
LAWRENCE WATT-EVANS

THE NINTH TALISMAN
Annals of the Chosen #2. Since the last

adventure, the world has returned to
apparent peace and prosperity. The new
Wizard Lord rules benevolently, but with
an eye towards modernisation through
technology, instead of magic. Do such
plans jeopardise the delicate balance of
power? Is a Wizard Lord who is able to
rule without magic a threat to the
Chosen? Pb $15.95 336pp Due May
DAVID WEBER & LINDA EVANS

HELL’S GATE
Multiverse#1. The Union of

Arcana has expanded through the portals
linking parallel universes for over a
century and a half. In that time, its soldiers
and sorcerers have laid claim to one
uninhabited planet after another and in
the process, the Union has become the
most powerful, most wealthy civilisation
in all of human history. But all of that is
about to come to a screeching halt, for the
Union’s scouts have just discovered a new
portal and on its far side lies a shattering
revelation. Arcana is not alone, after all.
There is another human society, Sharona,
which has also been exploring the
Multiverse and the first contact between
them did not go well. Arcana is horrified
by the alien weapons of its sudden
opponents, weapons its sorcerers cannot
explain or duplicate. Weapons based upon
something called... science. Pb $15.95 976pp

DAVID J WILLIAMS
THE MIRRORED HEAVENS
In the 22nd century, the first wonder

of a brave new world is the Phoenix Space
Elevator, designed to give mankind
greater access to the frontier beyond
Earth. Built by the US/Pan-Asian
Coalition, the Elevator is also a grand
symbol of superpower alliance following
a second cold war and it’s just been
destroyed. Enter Claire Haskell and Jason
Marlowe, US counterintelligence agents,
and former lovers, though their memories
may only be constructs implanted by
their spymaster. Forced to set aside the
enigma of their past, their agenda is to
trust no one. As the crisis mounts and the
search spans both Earth and Moon, the
lives of all those involved will converge in
one explosive finale and a startling
aftermath that will rewrite everything
they’ve ever known about their mission,
their world and themselves. Pb $23.95
384pp Due May
LIZ WILLIAMS

DEMON AND THE CITY 
Inspector Chen #2. When Chen goes

on holiday, his demonic partner Zhu Irzh
finds himself alone in Singapore Three.
The missing body of a brutally murdered
socialite and the strange experiments of a
well-connected, beautiful, young heiress
leads Zhu into a maze of death and
corruption. Chen returns to the city just as
Zhu’s baser instincts seem to be getting
the better of him. While the rest of the
police department thinks the worst of
Zhu, Chen suspects something more
malignant, particularly when the forces of
Heaven begin manifesting themselves in
Singapore Three, taking sides and leaving
a trail of death and destruction in their
wake. Pb $15.95 374pp
SEAN WILLIAMS

EARTH ASCENDANT
Astropolis #2. Imre Bergamasc

is the First Prime of the Returned
Continuum, ruling Earth and the far-
flung regions of the galaxy, but dissidents
and saboteurs threaten to bring his reign
to an end. Pb $15.95 304pp 
JOHN C WRIGHT

NULL-A CONTINUUM
Grandmaster A E van Vogt was one

of the giants of the Golden Age of classic
SF, the 1940s. Of his masterpieces, The
World of Null-A is perhaps most
influential. This is a sequel to the two
novels of Null-A, returning to the Null-A
future, in which the superhuman
amnesiac with a double brain, Gilbert
Gosseyn, must pit his wits once more
against the remorseless galactic dictator
Enro the Red and the mysterious shadow-
being known as The Follower. Hb $49.95
320pp Due May

ROBYN YOUNG
CRUSADE 
Brethren Trilogy #2. It is 1274 and in

the fortified city of Acre, the last major
stronghold of the Crusaders in Palestine,
an epic conflict is beginning. Will
Campbell is a Templar Knight, trained for
war, but as a member of the mysterious
group known as the Brethren, he is also a
man of peace. After years of bloodshed,
the Brethren have helped to create a truce
between the Christians and Muslims. But
Will now fears they have been betrayed.
As war looms, Will is torn between his
oath as a Templar, his secret role in the
Brethren and his duty to Elwen, the
woman he loves but is forbidden to
marry. He is caught at the centre of a web
of deception and destruction, as he and
all those around him rush headlong
towards one of the most dramatic
moments in history. Pb $20.00 650pp
TIMOTHY ZAHN

BLACKCOLLAR: 
THE JUDAS SOLUTION

On one of the conquered human colony
worlds is a Ryqril tactical centre through
which flows an entire sector’s worth of
military data. If the blackcollars can find a
way inside, it could tip the balance in the
current Ryqril-Chryselli war. It could
even start humanity on the path back to
ultimate freedom. But the Ryqril aren’t
sitting idly by. Under threat of reprisals
against his world, Prefect Jamus Galway
of Plinry is already on the case. His plan:
to turn the blackcollars and their combat
skill into unknowing tools of the Ryqril.
His hidden ace: a clone duplicate of
Lathe’s ally Allan Caine, ready to be
slipped into Lathe’s inner circle. It will be
the blackcollars’ most important mission.
It may also be their last. Pb $15.95 464pp
Due May
DAVID ZINDELL

DIAMOND WARRIORS 
Ea #4. The world of Ea is an ancient

world settled in eons past by the Star
People. However, their ancestors
floundered in their purpose to create a
great stellar civilisation on the new planet
- they fell into moral decay. Now a
champion has been born who will lead
them back to greatness, by means of a
spiritual and adventurous quest for Ea’s
Grail - the Lightstone. His name is
Valashu Elahad and he is destined to
become King. Blessed (or cursed?) with
an empathy for all living things, he will
lead his people into the lands of Morjin,
into the heart of darkness, wielding a
magical sword called Alkadadur, there to
recover the mythical Lightstone and
return in triumph with his prize. But
Morjin is not to be vanquished so easily.
Pb $21.00 480pp
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HILARY BAILEY
FRANKENSTEINS BRIDE
In this chilling sequel to Mary Shelley’s
famous tale, the author imagines what
might have happened if Frankenstein had
created a female companion for his
monster. The story begins in 1826 when a
wealthy, young man by the name of
Jonathan Goodall is introduced to Dr
Frankenstein, now living in London with
a wife and small child. Jonathan soon
becomes Frankenstein’s helper and friend
but, when Frankenstein’s wife and child
are brutally murdered, he becomes
entangled in a horrific unfolding of
events. Tp $32.95 512pp
JENNA BLACK
DEVIL INSIDE 
Morgan Kingsley #1. Possession. Murder.
Mayhem. Let the games begin? Morgan
Kingsley, is an exorcist who precariously
walks that fine line between heaven and
hell. She lives in a world in which
demons co-exist with humans. Normally
hailed as heroes, these demons can heal,
help and make strong the willing hosts
who gladly accept their corporeal
possession - unless a demon steps outside
the boundaries of the law. That’s where
Morgan, comes in. She is an expert in
getting rogue demons to leave their
unwilling hosts. But now the unthinkable
has happened - Morgan’s got a demon of
her very own sharing - possibly
overtaking - her body. Pb $20.00 336pp
KATE CARY
RECKONING 
Bloodline #2. Mary Seward thought she
had escaped the darkness of
Transylvania. But now, back in England,
she has terrible nightmares, fears the
night and sees vampires everywhere she
turns. When a strange virus weakens her
father, Mary suspects that there’s a far
more sinister explanation for the disease
than doctors can provide. Then Mary’s
worst nightmare comes true - Quincey
Harker, heir to Count Dracula’s
bloodline, appears in England. He
declares his eternal love for Mary and
claims he has renounced his evil heritage.
Is he telling the truth, or playing a deadly
game? Pb $17.95 340pp
T L GARDNER 
PROTECTOR 
Demon Hunter #1. When he takes his own
life, Elijak Garland awakens three days
later, framed for murder and on the run
from the FBI, forcing him to save his own
soul, a difficult task that brings about
danger, love and the ultimate test of faith.
Tp $29.95 224pp

TALIA GRYPHON
KEY TO CONSPIRACY
In northern Russia
after a devastating
earthquake, para-
mortal psychologist
and Marine Special
Forces operative
Gillian Key helps
break up a ring of
child traffickers
preying on newly
orphaned children.
But away from Count
Aleksei Rachlav, the irresistible vampire
she left behind, Gillian is vulnerable to the
Dark Prince himself, Dracula, who would
like nothing more than to use her as a
pawn in his escalating war with Rachlav.
Pb $15.95 272pp Due May
LAURELL K HAMILTON
(JONATHON GREEN, ILLUS)

FIRST DEATH
Anita Blake prequel. (Graphic Novel) Anita
Blake’s adventures began with the novel
Guilty Pleasures, where the vampires of
the St. Louis area tried to recruit the
veteran vampire hunter to help them
solve a peculiar mystery. But there were
many mysteries about Anita Blake’s past
that were left unanswered... until now.
Laurell K Hamilton and Jonathon Green
have finally released the official prequel
to the long-running novel series, written
exclusively for comics, and featuring the
adventures of a younger Anita Blake as
she teams up with popular characters
Edward and Jean-Claude for a vampire
hunt fans will absolutely love sinking
their teeth into. Hb $39.95 128pp
HARLEQUIN
Anita Blake #14. Anita Blake is about to face
the challenge of her life. Into her world,
already overflowing with power, have
come creatures so feared that powerful,
centuries-old vampires refuse to mention
their names. It is forbidden to speak of The
Harlequin unless you’ve been contacted.
And to be contacted by The Harlequin is to
be under sentence of death. Long-time
rivals for Anita’s affections, Jean-Claude,
Master Vampire of the City, and Richard,
alpha-werewolf, will need to become
allies. Shapeshifters Nathaniel and Micah
will have to step up their support. And
then there’s Edward. In this situation,
Anita knows that she needs to call the one
man who has always been there for her. Pb
$15.95 448pp 
RAVEN HART
THE VAMPIRE’S BETRAYAL
Savannah Vampire #4. Southern aristocrat
and vampire William Cuyler Thorne, the
centuries-old blood drinker, finds his job
of protecting the human population of
Savannah from real evil challenged by an
apocalyptic prophecy destined to resurrect
a powerful Mayan goddess fated to
destroy all vampires. Pb $13.95 320pp 

TANYA HUFF
BLOOD BANK
All of the author’s short stories featuring
homicide cop turned PI Vicki Nelson, her
partner Mike Celluci and vampire Henry
Fitzroy are now in a separate edition to
tie-in with the Lifetime television series,
Blood Ties. Pb $15.95 320pp Due May
NATE KENYON
BLOODSTONE
A recovering alcoholic, Billy Smith wants
to be left alone. But the visions that
torture his every living moment will not
let him rest. Commanded by voices in his
head to commit acts of violence he does
not understand, he kidnaps a prostitute
and heads north to a bucolic little New
England town called White Falls. But in
this town all is not what it seems.
Something monstrous has taken root in
White Falls and has waited centuries for
the right time to awaken. Pb $15.95 368pp 
SHARIE KOHLER
MARKED BY MOONLIGHT 
Seemingly overnight, Claire Morgan has
transformed. Suddenly she’s a self-
confident femme fatale with a libido that
just won’t quit. After an impulsive
makeover, she’s even... dare she say it...
sexy. Is Claire going insane? Then brutally
handsome stranger Gideon March tells her
she was bitten by a werewolf and Claire
figures he’s the insane one. When Claire
finally realises she really is a lycan, there’s
no turning back, because by now Claire
and Gideon are bound by a hungry
passion. Pb $16.95 368pp
LORA LEIGH
DAWN’S AWAKENING 
Breeds #4. The runt of the lab she was
created in, Dawn Daniels endured years
of torture by her pride brother and the
council soldiers. Finally freed from her
torment, she’s now a Breed Enforcer, in
control of her own life. Until she’s
assigned to protect the one man destined
to be her mate and realises it’s far too easy
to lose total control. Pb $15.95 283pp
JOHN AJVIDE LINDQVIST
LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
Oskar lives with his mum in a Stockholm
high-rise. He likes eating sweets and
collecting stories of violent murder from
the newspaper. The kids at school call him
Piggy and beat him up. Luckily, the new
girl next door shows promise. Eli smells a
bit, never seems to feel the cold and
sometimes her hair has a lot of grey in it.
So there’s a good chance she’s an even
bigger misfit than Oskar. But her ‘father’ is
another matter. There’s a whiff of
something very bad hanging around him.
Right after their arrival, a child’s body is
found hanging from a tree and amid the
media frenzy, other weird things start to
happen. The police think it’s a serial killer.
They’re so wrong. Pb $24.95 496pp
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KAREN MACINERNEY
HOWLING AT THE MOON:
TALES OF AN URBAN WEREWOLF

Romance is about to get a little hairy.
Sophie Garou seems to have it all: a great
job at a prestigious accounting firm, a
closet that rivals a Nordstrom showroom,
and a terrific boyfriend who isn’t afraid to
use the ‘M’ word. There’s just one little
itty-bitty problem - Sophie is a werewolf –
and her time of month has a whole new
meaning. When a sexy, golden-eyed
werewolf prowls into town, Sophie finds
herself struggling to keep her animal
impulses in check. What’s more, someone
is threatening to expose Sophie for what
she really is. And when her mother is
accused of selling a poison-laced potion,
Sophie must sniff out a culprit before the
fur hits the fan. Pb $13.95 384pp
JONATHAN MABERRY
BAD MOON RISING
Each year, the residents of Pine Deep host
the Halloween Festival, drawing tourists
and celebrities from across the country to
enjoy the deliciously creepy fun. Those
who visit the small Pennsylvania town
are out for a good time, but those who
live there are desperately trying to
survive, for a monstrous evil lives among
them, a savage presence whose malicious
power has grown too powerful even for
death to hold it back. Only a handful of
brave souls stand against the King of the
Dead and a red wave of destruction.
Daylight is fading and a bad moon is
rising over Pine Deep. Pb $13.95 480pp 
RYU MURAKAMI
PIERCING 
Every night, Kawashima Masayuki creeps
from his bed and watches over his baby
girl’s crib while his wife sleeps. But this is
no ordinary domestic scene. He has an ice
pick in his hand and a barely controllable
desire to use it. Deciding to confront his
demons, Kawashima sets into motion a
chain of events seeming to lead inexorably
to murder. Pb $22.95 192pp
SUSAN PRICE (ED)
DARK SIDE: 
TRULY TERRIFYING TALES
This wide-ranging
collection of 24
s p i n e - t i n g l i n g
stories draws on the
best traditions of
classic horror, from
powerful myths and
folktales to
c o n t e m p o r a r y
stories of man-made
terrors. With
contributions by
writers of the calibre of John Steinbeck,
Edgar Allen Poe, Charles Dickens, T H
White, Philip K. Dick and Stephen King,
this is a truly chilling anthology. Pb
$18.00 272pp

JEFF ROVIN
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE DEVIL 
Psychologist Sarah Lynch is stunned
when one of her young patients hangs
himself. Evidence reveals that Fredric had
become a Satanist. Intending to solve the
puzzle of Fredric’s death, Sarah attempts
to conjure the devil—surely then she will
understand what the teenager was
thinking. The Devil himself rises in
Sarah’s office, sometimes a being of dark
smoke and sometimes a creature of all-
too-perfect, seductive flesh. Most
disturbing is Satan’s claim that only by
following him can people find real
happiness. In the Devil’s theology, God
is a brutal, jealous bully and as God and
Satan battle for Sarah’s soul, Sarah comes
to believe him. She forgets that he is the
Master of Lies . Pb $15.95 432pp
MICHELLE ROWEN
LADY AND THE VAMP 
Former vampire hunter Michael Quinn is
living a nightmare - he’s been turned into
a vampire. His only hope is the Eye - a
long-lost artefact that, once every
millennium, will grant one wish to its
possessor. Janie Parker has made a lot of
many mistakes in her life, not the least of
which was getting tricked into working
for a demon. Her latest mission is to track
a vampire who apparently knows where
some stupid treasure is. No problem.
Until she sees who the vampire is -
Michael Quinn, a man she’s had a crush
on since she was 12 years old. Too bad
she’ll have to kill him to get to the Eye.
But Quinn and Janie are kindred spirits
and soon they’re falling in love even
though they’re after what the other
person is desperate for. Pb $13.95 368pp
LILITH SAINTCROW
SAINT CITY SINNERS 
Dante Valentine #4. Saint City has always
been Dante Valentine’s home. It’s where
she grew up, it’s where her dead are
buried and it’s where she learned to hunt.
Now, one call from an old friend will
bring her back to investigate a murder too
close to home for anyone’s comfort. But
the one person she trusted has just
betrayed her. Sometimes revenge is best
served demon-hot... Pb $20.00 400pp
ROBERT SWINDELLS
SHADE OF HETTIE DAYNESS 
If you expect to see a ghost, you see a
ghost... That’s what Bethan tells herself
when her brother Harry takes her to see
the ghost at the old reservoir. But she
really can see it: a pale figure floating over
the water, one finger pointing
downwards. Local legend says that the
ghost is Hettie Daynes, an ancestor of
their family, who vanished over a
hundred years ago. If so, what does she
want? And why is she appearing now?
Harry and Bethan and their friends Rob
and Alison are determined to find out! Pb
$17.95 248pp

THOMAS TESSIER
NIGHTWALKER
Bobby had almost convinced himself his
lover’s death was an accident. It wasn’t
his fault. Once the uncontrollable tingling
began in his hands, he could only watch
in horror as they killed her. But then he
saw the jogger. As his eyes followed the
man, he felt that same eerie power
flowing into his arms and legs, and he
found himself running with inhuman
animal grace to overtake the runner.
When the race turned into a chase, a reign
of terror began. Night after night the
beast will silently stalk the city streets, its
bloody jaws and tearing claws leaving
only death in its wake. Pb $15.95 305pp

MEDIAMEDIA
1001 MOVIES YOU MUST SEE
BEFORE YOU DIE 
STEPHEN JAY SCHNEIDER
Revised edition. New cover, new films - its
back! Can you see all 1001 Movies before
you die? Hb $45.00 960pp
ANIMATORS SURVIVAL KIT
RICHARD WILLIAMS 
The definitive book on animation, from
the Academy Award-winning animator
behind Who Framed Roger Rabbit? In this
book, based on his sold-out master classes
in the United States and across Europe,
Williams provides the underlying
principles of animation that every
animator from beginner to expert, classic
animator to computer animation whiz -
needs. Urging his readers to ‘invent but
be believable,’ he illustrates his points
with hundreds of drawings, distilling the
secrets of the masters into a working
system in order to create a book that will
become the standard work on all forms of
animation for professionals, students and
fans. Tp $49.95 352pp
BARQUE OF HEAVEN 
SUZANNE WOOD
SG1 #10. The Stargate SG-1 team find
themselves transported to a world where
they must solve a series of riddles and
avoid deadly traps in order to travel
home. Pursued by Goa’uld and Jaffa, it is
a race against death to the finish line. Pb
$14.95 320 pp
SILENT BOB SPEAKS: 
THE COLLECTED WRITINGS OF
KEVIN SMITH
KEVIN SMITH
In this side-splitting rant-fest, Kevin
Smith waxes rhapsodic and obnoxious on
everything from his platonic infatuation
with Ben Affleck to his bloodcurdling
hatred of Britney Spears, from his
shocking diagnosis with morbid obesity
to the fatal flaws of SpiderMan - all done
in his inimitable, raunchy style. Pb $16.95
352pp
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What We’ve Been Reading...
Star Wars Legacy of the Force: Revelation by Karen Traviss (Pb
$15.95). This is the eighth and second-last instalment in a story that’s
twisted and turned more times than a Sith Lord can manipulate the
truth, to get what he really, really wants, but as the story takes yet
another dizzying turn, it appears the Dark Side is drawing us all
further away from where we thought we were going... and Jacen, ah
Lord Caedus too. The politics are rife, the families are in turmoil and
Boba’ika is looking like such a Hero... Believe it... or not! Reading it, you
must, young Padawans. - CM
The Children of Hurin by J R R Tolkien (Pb $25.00). The tale of the
children of Hurin follows the path of Hurin’s son, Turin, in his struggle
against an inescapable doom placed on his family by the enemy, Sauron.
Elves, bandits, murder and incest make this tale darker than the
standard Tolkien. - Geoff
Don of the Dead by Casey Daniels (Pb $13.95). Pepper Martin used to
shop up a storm with Daddy’s credit card until he was put in goal for
fraud. The first 25 years of her life were all preparation for her to
be a CCW, a Country Club Wife, and now she has almost no money, a
sore head, a job she doesn’t like and a ghostly mob-boss following her
around. It makes a great read to see how the mighty have fallen.
Daniels writes with the friendly and light tones of Mary Janice
Davidson, only with less drag. I recommend Don of the Dead and the
subsequent Chick and the Dead and Tombs of Endearment (Pb
$15.95 ea) to fans of Kerrylyn Sparks, Katie Macalister and Michele
Bardsley. And the best part is, there’s none of this ‘wait for the next
one’, because there are already three books of hers to read! -Sofia
Blood Knight by Greg Keyes (Pb $19.95). The third book in the
Kingdom of Thorn and Bone series suffers somewhat from the
dreaded ‘middle book’ syndrome. It works well if you pick it up
immediately after the second book (Charnel Prince, Pb $19.95), but
read alone it flounders until the last 100 or so pages, where events
come to a head and significant revelations are made that leave you on
a cliff-hanger for book four, The Born Queen (Hb $49.95).
Thankfully, that is out now, so I don’t have to wait. - Mark.
Steward of Song (Singer of Souls #2) by Adam Stemple (Hb $48.00).
I loved this. The story revolves more around Scott and Bridie - the
brother and sister of Douglas from Singer of Souls (Pb $16.95). They
were both characters I felt empathy for and I was absolutely
compelled to keep reading. Brilliant stuff. - Steph

COMPETITIONCOMPETITION
To win one of two copies of M is for Magic by Neil Gaiman, answer the following

question. What work of his won the World Fantasy Award? Mail, fax or email

(competition@galaxybooks.com.au) your answer along with your name and

address. Entry closes 18 May 2008.  Entry open to Galaxy Cardholders only.

COMPETITION COMPETITION WINNERSWINNERS
The winner of a black T-shirt (large) featuring Genius Squad by Catherine Jinks

is Sue Tuckett. Congratulations!
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